
A Welcome From  
The Mayor
I hope you will enjoy this first edition 
of the Euclid Observer and find it both 
informative and enjoyable.  The paper 
is a new venue for resident information, 
offering insight into the news that is hap-
pening in our community.

I look forward to having a monthly 
column in the paper, writing about city 
projects, programs and other topics of 
interest. It is an opportunity for me to let 
people be aware of all the economic devel-
opment and growth in the community.  
Some projects and programs you may see 
taking place in your neighborhood, and 
others you may not be aware of.  I will also 
be writing about some of the ideas, propos-
als and plans that my administration and 
City Council are discussing and working 
on.  If you have any ideas or questions that you would like me to address in my column, 
please contact me at bcervenik@cityofeuclid.com or call me at (216) 289-2751. 

Congratulations to the creators and editors of the Euclid Observer. I wish them 
great success and good news.  

Your Mayor, 

Bill Cervenik
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Euclid’s Waterfront Improvement Plan

Euclid Voters Face State, County & 
Local Issues In May 4 Election
By Michael Akos
On Tuesday, May 4, Cuyahoga 
County will have a primary election. 
Voters will be choosing candidates 
in the primary to be their party’s 
nominees for the general election in 
November. 

However, there are a number of 
issues on the ballot in May. There 
are two state issues, one county 
issue and, specific to Euclid, a 
library levy and three charter 
amendment issues.  

The state issues are: Issue 1—a 
renewal of the funding program for 
the Third Frontier project by issu-
ing additional general obligation 
bonds in the amount of $700 mil-
lion.  Issue 2 authorizes a change in 
location for the Columbus casino.

The county levy, Issue 15, is a 
4-year renewal of the current health 
and human services levy. 

In Euclid, Issue 4 is a renewal and 
increase of the current library levy. 
This 5-year levy would increase the 
current 3.5 mil rate to a 4 mil rate.

Euclid residents will face choices 

on three Charter Amendments. 
Issue 25 proposes to change the 
start/end dates of the terms of office 
for Mayor and City Council. The 
new start/end dates for the term 
would be January 1 and December 
31, respectively. 

Issue 26 proposes to amend/
change the City Charter regarding 
recall efforts. This measure would 
require signatures from 25% of the 
electors in order to file a recall peti-
tion.

Issue 27 also proposes to amend/
change the City Charter regarding 
recall efforts by requiring a dec-
laration of intent to petition for a 
recall. With this declaration of an 
intent so filed, a 45-day time limit 
would be placed on the filing of the 
petitions. 

The Cuyahoga County Board  
of Elections has more informa-
tion and complete sample ballots  
on their Web site. Go to www.boe.
cuyahogacounty.us.

By Daryl Langman 
JJR, a professional waterfront design 
firm, has hit a homerun for Euclid. 
In less than two years, they have cut 
through a 20-year maze of debate, 
opinion and studies to produce a grand 
and practical vision for the lakefront. 
Euclid City Council has made the JJR 
Plan, a plan that stretches from Sims 
Park to Harbortown, an addendum to 
the City’s master plan. There are three 
sections in the plan.
Western Section:  Sims Park

Our Lakefront park is the tie-in to 
downtown Euclid. Activities in both 
downtown and Sims Park are mutually 
beneficial to both.  Currently anchored 
by historic Henn Mansion, pier and 
beach, the JJR vision calls for

•	 an Extended Fishing Pier with 
deeper water fishing, vendors and 
programmed events.

•	 a Lakeside Activities Area with a 
concert/play amphitheater.

•	 Stream Corridor Revitalization  
by recreating a natural stream 
through Sims, naturalized land-
scaping and providing nature 
walkways and picnic area.

Central Section
In previous plans and ideas, this cen-

tral area along the shoreline was the 

“link” between the marina to the east, 
and Sims Park to the west. Dominated 
by concrete debris and rubble, this area 
is ripe for natural restoration. The JJR 
Plan will

•	 Reclaim historic beach areas  
(pre 1970s).

•	 Remove concrete debris and  
rubble.

•	 Restore shoreline and coastal  
habitat.

•	 Create coastal wetlands.
Eastern Section: Harbor Town 
Marina

This area has been the focus of 
marina development for many decades. 
JJR has confirmed the engineering fea-
sibility of a marina at this location. 
More importantly, they have con-
firmed demand for marina slips at this 
location. The Plan will

•	 Develop a top tier public marina.
•	 Compliment the marina with nat-

ural habitat.
•	 Marina side dining and sightsee-

ing.
•	 Public parking.
Physically linking each section 

is a public, lakeside boardwalk and 
walking and bike paths for the sheer 
enjoyment of our Great Lake.

The unifying theme across all  

three areas is protecting and enhanc-
ing the natural environment, creating 
a destination for Euclid and regional 
residents and stimulating Euclid’s 
redevelopment.

JJR is confident that any public 
investment will return 8 to 12 times 
that amount in new private invest-
ment. That means a $25 million  
public investment (local, state, federal) 
can leverage $250 million in private 
investment. 

The next step in making all this 

happen is extending JJR’s contract to 
develop more detailed engineering 
studies and drawings of the Sims Park 
area; additional geological and current 
evaluation for the marina and beach 
restoration; and the pursuit of grants to 
help make all of this possible. The cost 
of this next phase: $298,000. While 
this money is not from the City’s gen-
eral fund, it is still a considerable sum.   

But, the real cost will be if  
Euclid does nothing to make this plan 
a reality.
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Euclid Observer

Be Prepared to Vote In The May 4 Primary Election
By Michael Akos

The Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections encourages voters to be pre-
pared for the May 4 Primary Election. 
Voters will cast ballots for candidates 
running for US Senate, US House of 
Representatives, state offices, includ-
ing Governor, and Judicial Candidates. 

Voters will select Democratic, 
Republican, Libertarian, and Green 
Party State Central Committee Mem-
bers, and Democratic, Libertarian, and 
Green Party voters will choose their 
County Central Committee Members. 
There are also local, county, and state 
issues on the ballot. 

Request the correct ballot for your 
party affiliation. Whether voting by 
mail or on Election Day, voters need to 
be prepared to request a ballot with the 
correct party affiliation, or the party 
they wish to change to. Democratic, 
Republican, Green, Libertarian, Con-
stitution, Socialist, and Issues Only 
ballots will be available. Voters who 
choose an Issues Only Ballot are con-
sidered Nonpartisan voters.

Vote by Mail allows voters extra time 

to study candidates and issues at home. 
Vote by Mail ballot applications are avail-
able at public libraries, the Board of 
Elections, 2925 Euclid Avenue, Cleve-
land, and the Board of Elections Website 
www.boe.cuyahogacounty.us or by call-
ing the Board of Elections 216-443-3298. 
Check your voting information. Know 
your correct precinct and voting location.  
You may check your voting information on 
the Board of Elections website www.boe.
cuyahogacounty.us or call (216) 443-3298.

St. Anthony Adult Day Center
• caring for individuals with dignity, in a safe and secure environment, since 1996

• offering respite to caregivers while providing your
loved one with daytime care and supervision

• a stimulating, home-like environment designed to
enrich the lives of participants by promoting physical,
mental and emotional well-being

• led by professional staff with specialties in social
work, nursing, activities and mental retardation

Call 216.481.4823

19350 Euclid Avenue, Euclid, OH 4411719350 Euclid Avenue, Euclid, OH 44117

Are you or someone you know

FACING FORECLOSURE?

5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, Ohio 44127 . www.nhscleveland.org 

by John Copic
Euclid really needs a paper. There are 

so many great things happening in this 
city. We need a place to showcase them. 
There are a lot of places to find bad 
news. How about a place where we can 
tell the good new-- the good stories of 
what is happening in our schools and 

Civic Journalism Comes To Euclid
neighborhoods and businesses.

Well now Euclid has that place. A 
newspaper with no agenda. A newspa-
per that will not support or back any 
political candidate. A place where any-
one can tell their story, and all sides of 
a story will be told.

The people of Euclid now have that 

chance because it is the people of 
Euclid who will be writing this paper. 
All stories will be submitted by regu-
lar citizens proud to sign their names 
as authors of their stories. Regular folk 
– you and your neighbors – submitting 
stories about the things in your life that 
you are passionate about. Tell us the 
stories of your kids, your grandkids, 
your recipes. You can write about what 
the heck is happening in these United 
States, Cuyahoga County, at the end of 
your street. You can tell us about your 
grandson getting his first hit at T-ball.

And we can talk about Euclid. How 
the city is changing. We can write about 
the people who work tirelessly to make 
those changes be for the good. I have 
already met so many talented and pas-
sionate writers. You will find their stories 
in these pages. Join them. Log onto 
www.EuclidObserver.com, click on the 
member center, join the paper and sub-
mit your story. Together let us begin the 
dialogue that is the first step in the com-
munity changing for the better.

It’s Here by Marvin Owens
It’s here...the inaugural issue of the Euclid Observer.
This is particularly satisfying to me because it was your tremendous 

response that made it happen. The Euclid Observer will not only fill our need 
to hear about the great things happening in our city, but it also gives us a 
chance to understand what our neighbors are thinking, the great diversity of 
opinions, and our shared needs and hopes. And here’s where I get very excited. 
For too long our city has been defined by misconceptions, and outdated obser-
vations. Now we get the chance to talk to each other, and define ourselves.

It’s my hope that this inaugural issue will also mark the beginning of our 
efforts to come together as residents to discover answers to the challenges 
we face. Euclid is a great place to live. As residents, we have a responsibility 
to contribute to how we make our city even better. I’m looking forward to 
hearing from everyone, even those with whom I disagree. So I hope you will 
join the conversation. 

Let’s celebrate the great diversity our city represents. Grace and Peace!

Published monthly with a current circulation 
of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available 
free of charge and can be found at business 
locations within the City of Euclid and on our 
website. The views and opinions expressed in 
this publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views and opinions of the publisher and staff.. 
Copyright	2010	•	The	Euclid	Observer,	Inc.	All	
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden 
without written permission. 

The mission of the Euclid Observer is to 
attract, articulate, and amplify civic 

intelligence and community good will in 
the city of Euclid and beyond.

Become an Observer!
 As a product of citizen journalism, The 

Euclid Observer is looking for people, ages 
3-100, to get involved in the paper and the 
city. We are looking for volunteer writers, 
photographers, designers, and illustraters 

to help with the production of the paper. It 
does not matter if you are a professional or 
amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to 

help you through the process.
 Register to our website Member Center 

where you can submit stories, press releases, 
letters to the editor, photos. No need to reg-

ister to post online calendar or classified ads.

www.euclidobserver.com
216.531.6790

Publisher 
 John Copic, 
ASSITANT Publisher 
 Marvin Owens
Advisory boArd 
 John Copic, Marvin Owens, Kim Fry,  
 Jim O’Bryan, Betsy Voinovich

WebmAsters
 Dan Ott, Jim O’Bryan

editors
  Betsy Voinovich, Kim Fry,
  Cheryl Ludwa
Production
 A Graphic Solution, Inc.
contributing Writers
 Michael Akos, Rose M. Allen, Jeffrey 
 A. Beck, Alisa Boles, Donna Cantlin,  
 Bill Cervenik, John Copic,  
 Fayne Copeland, Jerry Corbran,  
 Michael DiDomenico, Ronald Emser,  
 Kim Fry, Victor Goodman, Eric Gratz,  
 Scott Heasley,  Eryn Lancaster,  
 Daryl Langman, Marvin Owens,  
 Donna Perdzock, Kim Pribisko,  
 Linda Richmond, Terri Sandy,  
 John Sheridan, Brandon Smith,  
 Del Tekieli, Carolyn Tisi

The Euclid Observer is 
powered by: AGS’

Your Independent Source for 
Euclid News & Opinion
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Health News

Cleveland Clinic And Community Partners 
Sponsor Medication Disposal Day
By Scott Heasley & Eryn Lancaster 
Cleveland Clinic’s Protective Ser-
vices Department, along with the city 
of Mentor, is sponsoring a Medica-
tion Disposal Day April 24, to enable 
the public to safely dispose of unused 
or expired medications and narcotics 
with no questions asked. 

Drive through drop-off sites will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the  
following locations: 

Hillcrest Hospital – 6780 Mayfield 
Road, Mayfield Heights

Euclid Hospital – 18901 Lakeshore 
Blvd., Euclid

Mentor Police Department – 8500 
Civic Center Blvd., Mentor

“If people keep unused or expired 
medications it can lead to medication 
abuse or misuse,” said Thomas Lynch, 
director of Protective Operations, 
Cleveland Clinic’s Protective Services 

Department. “Prevention is the key. 
If these medications are disposed of 
properly they won’t fall into the wrong 
hands.” 

Important Facts About  
Medication Abuse 

In Ohio, more people die from unin-
tentional medication poisoning than 
from motor vehicle crashes and sui-
cide, according to the Ohio Chapter of 
National Association of Drug Diver-
sion Investigators.  

Everyday, 2,500 teenagers use  
prescription drugs to get high for the 
first time.  

26.5 percent of high school students 
reported using a prescription drug 
without a prescription, according to 
the Ohio Chapter of National Associa-
tion of Drug Diversion Investigators. 

“If a prescription was changed or 
there was leftover medication that 
exceeded a person’s needs, this is a 
great opportunity to dispose of the 
medication responsibly,” Lynch said. 
“We’re making it easy with a drive-up 
and drop-off collection process and we 
won’t ask any questions.” 

Cleveland Clinic is partnering with 
the following organizations for the 
Medication Disposal Day: Euclid Police 
Department, Mayfield Heights Police 

Department, Mentor Police Depart-
ment, city of Mentor, the Lake County 
Narcotic’s Agency, the Ohio Board of 
Pharmacy and the Ohio Chapter of the 
National Association of Drug Diver-
sion Investigators. 

About Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland Clinic is a not-for-profit 

multispecialty academic medical 
center that integrates clinical and hos-
pital care with research and education. 
Cleveland Clinic was founded in 1921 
by four renowned physicians with a 
vision of providing outstanding patient 
care based upon the principles of coop-
eration, compassion and innovation. 
U.S. News & World Report consistently 
names Cleveland Clinic as one of the 
nation’s best hospitals in its annual 
“America’s Best Hospitals” survey. 

About 2,000 full-time salaried phy-
sicians and researchers and 7,600 
nurses at Cleveland Clinic represent 
more than 100 medical specialties and  
subspecialties. 

In 2008, there were more than  
4.2 million visits throughout the Cleve-
land Clinic health system and 165,000 
hospital admissions. Patients came for 
treatment from every state and from 
more than 80 countries. Visit Cleve-
land Clinic at www.clevelandclinic.org.

2nd Annual  
Relay For Life
By Linda Richmond 
The 2nd Annual Relay for Life, spon-
sored by the American Cancer Society, 
will be held Friday, May 14, at the 
Euclid High School stadium. This event 
is an evening filled with fun, music and 
friendship that honors those people 
who have cancer, who had cancer and 
who have lost their lives to cancer.

Beginning at 6 p.m., teams begin the 
walk around the track and continue 
walking until 12 noon the next day. 
There will be music all night, speakers, 
luminaires and concessions at different 
team locations. Bring your own tents, 
chairs and spend the night walking and 
talking with friends!

This event was held for the first time 
in Euclid last year, and 23 teams raised 
over $37,000. It is not too late to get 
your own team together now for the 
2010 Relay for Life. Go to www.relay-
forlife.org/Euclid and create a team or 
join one that is already enrolled.
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Huge Strides in 
Hip Replacement.
Cleveland Clinic Orthopaedics 
at Euclid Hospital.

euclidhospital.org

Hip resurfacing is the fi rst-ever comparable alternative to 
total hip replacement. And Euclid Hospital has performed 
over 500 procedures — more than virtually every other 
hospital in the nation.

This more conservative procedure is ideal for patients 
younger than 60, with healthy bones and active lifestyles. 
Recovery time is shorter, patients return home free of pain 
and free of limitations. And unlike total hip replacement, 
patients can participate in any form and level of exercise, 
sports or other active lifestyle.

For more information or to make an appointment, 
please call 216.692.4236. 

Now, a Better Alternative.

6885-01-EUCLID-99-07.indd   1 3/5/10   5:16 PM
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I plan to find joy in the littlest things.

A plan for living.
Hospice really is a plan for living. 
And the sooner you call, the 
sooner we can put that plan into 
action. With emotional support, 
pain management, in-home  
care and more, we’ll help you 
make the most of your time with 
family and friends.

Serving Northern Ohio with offices throughout Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake and Lorain Counties.

For information: 216.383.2222 
or 800.707.8922
For referral: 216.383.3700 
or 800.707.8921
hospicewr.org

Medicare/Medicaid Certified

HONORING 99 GREAT WORKPLACES 
FOR TOP TALENT IN NORTHEAST OHIO

HSPC-100_GrandpaAd9_5x7_5EO.indd   1 4/20/10   4:08:14 PM

By Rose M. Allen
The Euclid Police Department is like too many other community police depart-
ments affected by today’s economic hard times.  Extra funds that have provided 
many additional pieces of equipment for police departments no longer exist. As a 
result many extra pieces of equipment are no longer available to some police depart-
ments. This is where Euclid’s police department is somewhat more fortunate.         

The Euclid Police Department has an affiliated organization that helps out in 
many ways. The Euclid Citizens’ Police Academy Alumni Association (ECPAAA) 
has for many years provided financial assistance to the Euclid Police Department.  
Over the years ECPAAA has provided funds to purchase a bite suit, digital cameras, 
tazer cartridges and witness interview software. One of the organization’s longest 
ongoing programs has provided funds for the purchase of, or reimbursement for 
body armor purchased by officers.          

ECPAAA holds fundraisers to generate money to support the various projects 
that support the Euclid Department. Most recently, ECPAAA held its annual fund-
raiser, a Pistol Match. The Pistol Match allows invited shooters to compete for 
bragging rights and prizes. This year the Pistol Match was held Saturday, March 21, 
and Sunday, March 22, 2010. It proved to be very successful and a lot of fun for the 
shooters and volunteers.

In addition to financial support to the department, members of ECPAAA also 
have volunteered time with the Police Athletic League (PAL) at various functions 
including the Summer Basketball Program Concession Stand, the bike rodeo, bike 
auction and their major fundraiser, “A Night at The Races.”

Each year Cleveland is host to the Greater Cleveland Police Officers Memorial 
Society’s activities.  ECPAAA members volunteer for the opening night events, the 
police collection show, and the Police International Tattoo.

ECPAAA members participate in Euclid’s Memorial Day Parade and many other 
Euclid activities.

Membership in ECPAAA is open to graduates of the Euclid Citizens’ Police Acd-
emy. Normally two classes are offered each year. The spring class starts in March 
and the fall class starts in September.  Enrollment in the academy is open to resi-
dents of the city of Euclid and persons who work in the city of Euclid. Applications 
are available at Euclid Police Headquarters and through members of ECPAAA.

ECPAAA Works to Support the Euclid  
Police Department

Around Euclid
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Around Euclid

Billy Casper Golf Takes Over At Briardale
By Jerry Corbran 
Fearing financial problems in the cur-
rent economy, Euclid’s mayor and 
council decided to hire professional 
management for the municipal golf 
course. City employees have operated 
the facility since opening day in 1977.  

Course construction took place 
after more than one hundred petition 
carriers gathered enough signatures in 
1975 to convince the city to go for golf, 
instead of pursuing high density hous-
ing on the former site of temporary 
housing for defense plant workers.   

The early years saw heavy play, 
mostly due to inexpensive season 
passes. Recent years have shown 
a steady decline in revenues and 
increased operating expense. Accord-
ing to Golf Commissioner Rose  Allen, 
the Golf Commission, chaired by 
Frank Dempsey, was asked to seek 
management proposals.  

After interviewing two firms, the 
commission selected Billy Casper 
Golf, manager of over sixty-five 
municipal golf courses, to negotiate a 
management agreement with the city. 
They took over on Feb. 1. The salary 

and benefits of all employees are the 
sole responsibility of the Casper firm.  

Casper’s team is offering seasonal, 
unlimited 18-hole with cart discount 
plans of $8 and $12 for frequent play-
ers. Season passes for weekday or any 
day play are available. Also offered is 
a Twilight Play and Practice program. 
Call (216) 289-8574 for more details.  

Briardale Golf Course held its grand 
opening days April 15 through 18, 
with many opening day specials fea-
tured and live music provided by the 
popular Rockfile group at the Sticks 
Bar and Grille.

Patrick Kirn heads up the staff as 
general manager. Kirn, a native of 
Philadelphia, PA, has worked in Flor-
ida for the Casper firm since 2006. 
The greens superintendent is John 
Schriner from Montoursville PA. He 
studied agronomy at Pennsylvania 
State University before joining the 
Casper team. The golf professional is 
Adam Westendorf from Dayton OH, 
who played at the college level in Cin-
cinnati and Tennessee before turning 
pro.   

Billy Casper was thought by many to 

be the most under-rated golfer in the 
history of the sport. He won 51 times 
on the PGA Tour and eight times on 
the Senior Tour. He won three majors, 
the 1959 and 1966 U.S. Opens and the 
1970 Masters Tournament. 

However, he wasn’t the biggest 
name, even in his prime, as he was 
over shadowed by the Big 3: Jack Nick-

laus, Arnold Palmer and Gary Player. 
Yet, according to the World Golf Hall 
of Fame, Casper won 27 times from 
1964 through 1970, four more than 
Nicklaus and eight more than Palmer 
and Player combined. Casper was 
PGA Player of the Year in 1966 and 
1970. 

By Del Tekieli and Fayne Copeland, 
Shore Board of Trustees
Euclid City Council voted unani-
mously to approve The Coral 
Company’s five-year plan for the Shore 
Cultural Centre. Mayor Bill Cervenik’s 
support, Council President Kirsten 
Holzheimer Gail’s and Councilman 
Daryl Langman’s leadership, and very 
vocal support by Councilwoman Mary 
Jo Minarik pushed the agenda for 
Shore.  The Shore Board expressed its 
appreciation of the Council’s support 
and approval at this Apr. 5 vote.  

Councilwoman Madeline   
Scarniench commented that the final-
ization of the Shore question began 
more than two years ago with her 
Community Assets Committee.  At 
that time, she pledged to find a solu-
tion for Shore, ensuring it was on good 
financial grounds.  

CEO Peter Rubin’s September pre-
sentation left no doubt that The Coral 
Company’s staff knew what they were 

doing.  Building Manager Laura Kid-
der’s work ethic on a daily basis proves 
over and over again that effective man-
agement counts. 

Extending The Coral Company’s 
Lease to five years translates to perma-
nent rentals that  generate additional 
revenue, which allows for more annual 
events, programming and revenue.  It is 
a cycle that ultimately reduces Shore’s 
need for city expenditures.

The five-year lease also provide sta-
bility to the tenants, which includes 
the Euclid Culinary School. Plus, the 
Grand Lady on the Triangle will con-
tinue to be the heartbeat of Downtown 
Euclid hosting more than weekly 5,000 
visitors. 

The Shore Board officially adopted 
Coral’s Strategic Plan in February. 
With the approval of the five-year com-
mitment, the Shore Board will soon 
embark on a major capital campaign 
to raise funds to replace or restore the 
windows in the building. Restoring 

the windows will make Shore more 
energy-efficient and attractive. Of great 
importance to this effort is the mayor’s 
commitment to invest $150,000 of cap-
ital funds for the restoration of Shore.  

Shore Cultural Centre’s community-
driven programs add to its uniqueness. 
Shore is reflective of the wide range of 
needs and interests of the Euclid com-
munity. People can gather at Shore to 
attend a basketball camp. They can 
learn dance, yoga, or karate. Shore 
offers acting classes. Those interested 
can learn to read, write and speak Eng-
lish as their second language, or make 
beautiful pottery in the open pottery 
program. Many local residents are 
teaching great classes at Shore. 

Continued success at Shore Cultural 
Centre requires volunteers to teach 
class and help maintain the grounds. It 
requires contributions to the window 
campaign, and helps for the commu-
nity to attend scheduled events. The 
Shore Board thanks the Euclid com-

munity for its past efforts and welcomes 
everyone to participate in some activity 
at Shore. The following are upcoming 
Shore activities and announcements: 

Volunteers needed – Gardeners, 
painters, plumbers, everyone and any-
one.  Last weekend, 15 volunteers from 
three communities spent five hours 
helping with this year’s first Shore 
Clean-up Day. Building Manager 
Laura needs donations of perennials 
from local gardeners to start beauti-
fying the building. Last year, ten flats 
of flowers around the building bright-
ened up the grounds and made such a 
difference to those who visited Shore. 
Call Laura Kidder at (216) 289-8578 to 
donate flowers. 

Bring your organization or some 
friends to get a Behind the Scenes tour 
of Shore, to see renovation progress 
and enjoy some refreshments. Call 
Laura Kidder at (216) 289-8578 to set 
up a time.  

Council Approves Coral’s Five Year Plan For The Shore Cultural Centre
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Community

Cheeseburgers @Paradise: 
Hunger Center’s Friend-Raiser
By Ronald Emser
Paradise Restaurant and Pub, that is! On May 20, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., The 
Euclid Hunger Center  (EHC) will host the First Annual Friend-Raiser, titled 
“Cheeseburgers @ Paradise”, a Parrothead event indeed.

Tom Todd, known for his Jimmy Buffett Tribute, will be performing at the Par-
adise Restaurant & Pub located at 830 Babbitt Rd. in Euclid, just north of Sims 
Buick, Pontiac, GMC.

Your $15 donation gets you three Cheeseburger Sliders, a Pile of Fries, and a 
Margarita, (or beer or wine of your choice) and you get to rub elbows with fellow 
EHC supporters. Anyone who is anyone will certainly be there!

Tickets are available at Ss. Robert and William Parish House, located at 367 East 
260th Street, in Euclid, (216) 731-1515, or at the Shore Cultural Centre, 291 East 
222nd Street, Euclid.

The EHC has been in existence for over three years. Except for a paid part-time 
manager, we rely solely on volunteers to man the Center, procure food, handle all 
reporting requirements and fundraising. This all happens through the generosity 
of individuals and organizations in our own community.

We receive assistance from Euclid churches and businesses, as well as auxiliary 
groups. We are extremely pleased and proud of the contributions made by indi-
viduals.

For additional donor opportunities, please contact the Euclid Hunger Center 
at the Shore Cultural Centre, 291 East 222nd Street, Euclid, or call (216) 731-3329. 
Visit us on the Web: www.EuclidHungerCenter.com. You can learn more about 
Tom Todd at www.tomtoddmusic.com.

Euclid High School’s “Aida” 

The Actors Grew Into Their  
Characters Before Your Eyes
By Terri Sandy
Euclid High School’s (EHS) 
Big Show production last 
month was the Elton John and 
Tim Rice musical Aida. This 
ambitious musical featured 
a cast of almost 40 students, 
freshman through senior, 
under the direction of Peter 
Culver and Erika Popp. Diane 
Tizzano directed an orchestra 
of 21 musicians, ten of which 
were EHS students, while one teacher and ten professional musicians played along-
side the students. The technical crew, headed up by Allen Black and back for his 
29th consecutive Big Show, provided support with a crew of 20.  The choreogra-
pher was Kye Brackett, a professional choreographer and backup singer for Barry 
Manilow.  Mariana Hardy coordinated the show’s costumes. 

The musical tells the story of Aida, a Nubian princess, who is captured by an 
Egyptian captain named Radames. Radames is engaged to Pharoah’s daughter, 
Amneris, and does not know that Aida is a princess. As Radames’ father Zoser 
secretly schemes to poison Pharoah and have Radames take the Egytian throne, 
Radames soon realizes that he is drawn to Aida’s courage, pride and love of her 
country Nubia and its people. Aida’s doesn’t want anyone know that she is a prin-
cess, however the secret is leaked by Mereb, Radames’ palace slave, who tells the 
other Nubian slaves that their princess is among them. Mereb brings Aida to 
them and together they sing of their love for Nubia.  As his wedding to Amneris 
approaches, Radames declares his love to Aida, and she to him, and their future and 
their fates become forever intertwined and doomed.

As a parent of one of the cast, I had the pleasure of attending all four perfor-
mances. Besides experiencing this musical’s story of forbidden love with tragic 
consequences, I had the opportunity to watch this talented cast grow into their 
characters over the course of the evening and over their four performances. I 
watched the leads transform from actors and singers on stage into their characters’ 
personalities; each performance allowed them to take more emotional risks as they 
conveyed their characters’ inner thoughts and motivations. Those in attendance all 
watched as the characters portray the gamut of emotions: the craving of ultimate 
power; denial in recognizing someone’s lack of affection; maintaining courage and 
hope while being captured and made a slave; decision and ability to accept your 
destiny and assume leadership in the face of losing all that you loved.  The cast’s 
exceptional singing of the hauntingly beautiful music and lyrics by Elton John and 
Tim Rice complemented Brackett’s complex choreography that took full advantage 
of the music’s multi-layered percussion and tribal beat. 

The story’s ultimate message is one of unity.  Radames and Aida realize that 
although their countries, Egypt and Nubia, are at war, they are really more alike 
than different, and that their love for each other makes their differences irrelevant.

For those in the audience who came to see Aida, they were treated with a high 
quality, extremely well-performed high school production where the director 
and co-director, the onstage and backstage students, the orchestra, the technical 
crew, the parent volunteers, the PTA-run concession stand, and the audience were 
unified by the making of a meaningful and beautiful theatrical experience. Con-
gratulations to the cast and crew of EHS’ Aida.   

The Cast of Aida included: Rebecca Maxwell as Amneris, Ben McKenzie as 
Radames, Alexandria Johnson as Aida, (Understudy performance at Saturday mat-
inee:  Christina Myles), Steffahn Maclin as Mereb, Zack Adkins as Zoser, and Zak 
Zupanicic as Pharoah.

PLEASE RETURN YOUR CENSUS FORM

If You Are Having Problems

Contact the Census Bureau at (216) 820-4080

EUCLID NEEDS YOUR CENSUS RETURNED!

EUCLID’S FUTURE 
DEPENDS ON YOU BEING COUNTED!
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Community

St. Anthony Adult Day Center
By Donna Cantlin
St. Anthony Adult Day 
Center, located on the 
main campus of Rose-
Mary Center on Euclid 
Avenue in Euclid has 
been serving the com-
munity since 1996. 
Originally operating 
from The Center for 
Pastoral Leadership in 
Wickliffe, St. Anthony’s 
moved to Rose-Mary in 
March 2009. 

The Center is a 
non-sectarian, com-
munity-based structured care program providing supervision, respite and 
socialization for adults who do not require skilled nursing. It is managed and 
operated by Rose-Mary Center in conjunction with Catholic Charities Health and 
Human Services Corporation. 

St. Anthony’s program provides a safe environment designed to enrich the lives 
of participants, and enables caregivers time away to meet other work and family 
responsibilities. It offers respite to caregivers and enables them to meet other work 
and family responsibilities, preventing premature placement in a nursing home 
when no one is available to watch over a loved one during the day. Enrollment is 
based on an individual assessment by a team of professionals with specialties in 
social work, nursing, adult activities and developmental disabilities. 

A typical day at St. Anthony’s may include lively conversations on current event 
topics from the newspaper, activities such as bocce ball, horseshoes and bowling, as 
well as opportunities for participants to express their creative talents by designing 
art projects that are in step with the seasons and holidays. For those who are physi-
cally able, field trips may also be a part of daily activities. Recent outings included 
attending the Home and Garden Show at the newly renovated Cleveland Expo Cen-
ter in Euclid and the Health Fair sponsored by the Western Reserve Area Agency 
on Aging.

Daily activities are structured, but also provide flexibility to meet the social and 
physical needs of the participants. At the same time every activity is designed to 
keep participants interested and engaged. The staff has over 60 combined years of 
experience in providing services and activities to adults.   

The Center is open Monday through Friday and full and half-day attendance 
is available. Lunch is provided, with the menus developed by a licensed dietitian, 
and may be adjusted to meet special dietary needs. Transportation is also available 
within a designated area of Eastern Cuyahoga County. Contact Jim Meinke for 
additional information at (216) 481-4823, ext. 166.

By Jerry Corbran
Despite cold weather and the 

threat of rain, over 100 turned out 
on Saturday April 17th after the 
scheduled outdoor Tea Party rally 
at Surveyors Park was moved inside 
to the Shore Cultural Centre small 
gymnasium.

The grassroots Tea Party 
movement is getting a lot of atten-
tion nationwide from the print 
and broadcast media. Rallies fea-
turing notables like Governor 
Sarah Palin and Congresswoman 
Michelle Bachman are drawing 
crowds in the thousands. A Tea 
Party Express group is hosting 
huge rallies in large cities coast 
to coast. Local groups like the 
one coordinated by Euclid resi-
dents Nancy Mihalick and Joe 
Udovic are springing up all over 
Cuyahoga and Lake Counties.

The attendees were mostly forty 
to sixty years of age. Like Tea Par-
tiers nationally, they are fed up with 
the direction the current congress 
and president are taking the coun-

try. That thought is well expressed 
in the name of a group in atten-
dance calling themselves GOOOH 
(Get Out Of Our House). The 
House of Representatives is histori-
cally known as the “ peoples house”.

The featured speakers were 
mostly office seekers like keynoter 
Sandra O’Brien going for  Secretary 
of State, Alyce Turner for 11th Dis-
trict State Rep., and Tony Hocevar 
for Rep. 7th  District . All took turns 
lambasting incumbents on debt and 
taxes, out of control spending and 
other constitutional issues.  Sev-
eral area ministers spoke on moral 
issues in government legislation, 
including abortion. 

WELW 1330 talk show host 
Mike Gutierrez wowed the crowd 
with his dynamic oratory. Council-
woman Mary Jo Minarik gave an eye 
opening dissertation on Euclid city 
government issues. Resident Cary 
Masci commented on objectionable 
housing inspection practices.

Coordinator Joe Udovic 
encouraged attendees to pick up 
the coming issues of the free Euclid 
Observer newspaper for articles 
on how to get involved in the civic 
process by presenting the peo-
ple’s point of view by letters and 
articles to the editor,  working on 
campaigns for honest candidates 
and possibly running themselves. 
Euclid voters have lost several of 
their Charter rights as they have 
failed to be fully informed on the 
consequences as they voted.

With an anti-incumbent feeling 
against both major parties gaining 
momentum, and more independent 
voters showing interest in the issues, 
residents are likely to see more Tea 
Party rallies as we move into the fall 
elections. 

Tea Party Rally In Euclid

by Eric Gratz,
On March 14, the newly named 

Euclid Symphony Orchestra “took it 
up an octave” with a brilliant musi-
cal performance at the Shore Cul-
tural Centre. In celebration of the 
new name, the orchestra performed 
two Symphonies and featured two 
talented local musicians, Conduc-
tor Kevin Eppich and Vocalist Jona-
than Calabrese.   

The concert opened up with 
Symphony No. 14 by the then 
15-year-old composer, W.A. 
Mozart. This early symphony has 
many moments of innocent charm 
and considerable signs of a genius 
composer developing his craft, 

especially in the second movement. 
This four-movement work sparkled 
in the hands of the ESO, with a very 
capable string section and strong 
performances in the winds.

Next on the program was a com-
bination of two opera arias by Bass/
Baritone Jonathan Calabrese. Cala-
brese gave polished performances of 
Mozart’s in diesen heil’gen Hallen from 
the Magic Flute and Puccini’s Vecchhia 
zimarra, senti io resto al pian.

 This was his first performance 
with the ESO and we hope to see 
more of him in the future.

Guest conductor and composer, 
Kevin Eppich, served up a very 
mature interpretation of Stravin-

sky’s Berceuse and Finale from the 
Firebird Ballet. Mr. Eppich is a very 
prominent local composer and this 
performance with the ESO was 
his debut in orchestral conduct-
ing. This brilliant young man has a 
bright future in the world of music. 

The large work on the program 
was Alexander Borodin’s Symphony 
No. 2. This very dramatic work is 
replete with beautiful melodies that 
are characteristically Borodin. The 
ESO’s performance of this challeng-
ing work was filled with an abun-
dance of energy and charm. With 
superb solo performances by horn-
ist Timothy Finucan and clarinetist 
Meg Harasym, the orchestra showed 
that it could step up to the difficult 
challenges of this popular work. 

The final performance of the 
season by the Euclid Symphony 
Orchestra is a Pops Concert on 
Sunday, May 2. The program will 
highlight popular songs by Duke 

Ellington and many other big band 
favorites. Selections from My Fair 
Lady and Evita will be the fea-
tured musicals. This year, members 
from Lakeshore Dance will join the 
orchestra and dazzle the audience 
with their rendition of several jazz 
tunes.  This is a “must see” perfor-
mance!! 

The Euclid Symphony Orches-
tra has recently experienced 
tremendous growth, with mem-
bership increasing from 30 to over 
50 members in just three years.  It 
has become a very popular musi-
cal outlet for musicians, young and 
old, throughout the region. Concert 
attendance has also increased com-
mensurately during this time.

During the 2010-2011 Season 
the ESO will be celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. If you are not currently 
involved in Euclid’s “Cultural 
Jewel”, come to the concerts and see 
what the excitement is all about.

Euclid Symphony Orchestra Takes It Up An 
Octave At Shore Cultural Centre
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Election Issues

Proposed Euclid Charter Changes

An Opinion Of One

By Michael DiDomenico
On May 4, the voters in Euclid will 
be deciding on changes to our char-
ter. Three amendments are proposed. 
The ballot only has space for the pro-
posed change. Without knowing the 
current language, a voter cannot make 
an intelligent choice.This article will 
attempt to provide information about 
these amendments. 

The amendments will be listed on 
the ballot as “Issues 25, 26, and 27.”  
Issue 25 requests that the offices of all 
members of council, and the mayor 
begin on January 1 and end on Decem-
ber 31. The charter currently states that 
those terms begin on December 1 and 
end on November 30. If approved, it 
would allow a longer period of time 
for a “lame duck” council person or 
mayor.  A ‘lame duck’ is the term 
applied to an official when they are not 
reelected, but they still have power to 
pass laws and effect change in the city. 
Sometimes these officials use this time 
to act upon unpopular issues because 
there is no fear of reprisal from the 
voters since they already are out of a 
job. The election for these offices takes 

place at the general election in Novem-
ber. Currently, a person voted out of 
office has a short time, usually only one 
more council meeting, before they are 
out of office. If Issue 25 passes, the offi-
cial would still have a few meetings to 
enact laws and affect policy, sometimes 
not for the pubic good.  

Issues 26 and 27 relate to recall 
elections. A recall election is held if 
citizens decide that an elected official 
should be removed from office before 
their term is complete. The reason for 
a recall could be anything. Citizens 
usually attempt a recall if they believe 
that the official is not working in the 
community’s best interest or has com-
mitted a grievous act. It should not be 
brought lightly. There has been only 
one attempted recall in Euclid since 
the charter went into effect in January, 
1952. In 2004 mayor Bill Cervenik sur-
vived a recall election. A recall election 
would come about thusly; a citizen, 
or group, must submit to the Clerk of 
Council a petition stating in 200 words 
or less, the reason for removal of said 
official. The petition must be signed by 
a least 15% of the electors from the last 

general election. If 9,000 voters turned 
out in the last election, 1350 registered 
voters must sign the petition. The vote 
then goes to all to decide.  As you can 
see, this is not an easy task. Nor has it 
been recklessly used in Euclid. Issue 26 
would increase the number of petition 
signers to 25%. In the above example, 
2250 persons would be required. 

Currently, the charter does not set a 
time limit for obtaining signatures on 
the petition. Issue 27 would require a 
‘declaration of intent’ be filed and then 
imposes a 45 day time limit to obtain 
the required number of signatures. 
Imagine trying to obtain 2250 signa-
tures in only a month and a half. If 
passed, the changes proposed in Issues 
26 and 27 would make it extremely 
difficult for the citizens to remove an 
official from office. 

As stated, a recall should not be 
taken lightly. Historically, in Euclid, 
this process has not been abused. There 
may be a time when it is needed. Politi-
cians should realize that the electorate 
has the power to remove them from 
office. Given that we just increased the 
term of office for members of council 
to four years, we could be stuck with 
a rotten council member or mayor for 
some time until their term is over.   

So what is a ‘city charter’? It is simi-
lar to the U.S. Constitution or the state 
constitution. The charter provides 
a framework for local government. 
It details the organization of coun-
cil. It details how public meetings are 
held. It lists terms for elected officials 
and how appointments of department 
heads are assigned. It contains rules for 

the removal of elected officials. It con-
tains rules about taxation and salaries 
of elected officials. It is an important 
document. 

So changes to the charter should not 
be proposed without consideration. 
Changes to the charter are proposed 
by a “Charter Review Commission.”  If 
the mayor or members of council feel 
changes to the charter are needed, they 
select members of the community to 
sit on this commission. The members 
are supposed to objectively exam-
ine the charter and determine if any 
changes should be put to the voters. An 
example may be the salaries of coun-
cil. Perhaps it’s been twenty years since 
the salary was increased. The commis-
sion decides that a raise is in order.  So 
it goes to the vote of the people. 

Vendettas should not be cause for 
changes to the charter.  An example 
of this may be that council doesn’t 
agree with the administration over a 
lawsuit against the city. City council 
decides to ignore the recommendation 
of the law director and they hire an 
outside attorney to examine the case. 
The administration is not happy.  As 
a result, a charter change is proposed 
to give all power of legal matters to 
the law director.  This type of personal 
agenda is bad for the city.  Sadly, it hap-
pens in many communities. 

Ultimately, the power to alter our 
charter rests with you, the voter.  An 
informed, intelligent vote insures 
that this important document is not 
sculpted into a tool that takes away cit-
izens rights and gives unlimited power 
to those elected to ‘public’ office.






Issues 26 & 27

















By Jeffrey A. Beck
On May 4th, Euclid voters will be asked to approve two changes to the 

City’s Charter. Issue 26 raises the minimum amount of signatures to 25% 
from 15% of voters voting in the last general election, and Issue 27 imposes 
a 45 day time-limit on the gathering of signatures.

As a member of Euclid’s Charter Review Commission, I urge the voters to 
approve these changes. Recall has an adverse affect on all residents and busi-
nesses of a city and should be used as a last resort to remove an elected official 
for cause, and should not be used as a political tool to advance an agenda.

A recall petition should be reflective of a fair representation of the com-
munity as a whole. 70% of local communities studied required 25% of vot-
ers’ signatures to effect a recall. With Euclid now split into smaller voting 
wards, 25% is more reflective of the voters’ intent.

If an issue galvanizes a community into a recall drive, 45 days is long 
enough to gather signatures. A recall campaign may take as much time as 
they need to plan their course of action but once petitions are pulled, the 45 
day clock starts ticking. Every community studied had a time frame in place 
except Euclid, and many of those were 30 days.

One of the vocal supporters of the failed 2005 Mayoral recall publicly 
stated that it took nearly 180 days to gather enough signatures to put the 
issue to the voters. That issue clearly did not galvanize the community the 
way a recall should and proves the point about why this change needs to be 
implemented.

By Victor Goodman
I can’t remember if I read it in a book 

or heard it in a movie but the statement 
has never left my mind. “When democ-
racy dies, the people will have voted it 
out.” On May 4, or sooner if you mail 
in your ballot, the people of Euclid will 
vote on Charter Issues 26 & 27.

Issue 26 asks the people to increase 
the number of signatures needed to 
recall an elected official to 25% of the 
voters from the last general election. 
Currently the Charter calls for 15%. 
One of the reasons the Charter Review 
Commission has given for this change 
is that other Cities are at 25%. Is that a 
reason for us to change? There are cities 
at 20 & 15%, why not those numbers? 

I’m a big fan of Judge Judy and she has 
a saying, “If it doesn’t make sense, it’s 
not true.” This change does not make 
any sense. The people of Euclid have 
used the recall just once in their his-
tory and as one of the people involved 
in that recall, I can tell you that it was 
difficult to get just 15% of the voters 
needed.

This proposed Charter change is a 
slap in the face to every past, present 
or future voter of Euclid. It seeks to 
take away their RIGHT to petition for 
the Recall of an Elected Official who is 

deemed not to be serving the needs of 
the people. This change is nothing more 
than a penalty for having attempted to 
recall a member of this current admin-
istration, who in fact handpicked the 
Charter Commission members and 
their many replacements. 

Issue 27 also has these same penalty 
implications. The funny thing here is 
that the Commission actually did find 
a flaw in the Charter. A recall had no 
end timeframe. But, here again, the 
Commission chose to restrict the right 
of recall to just 45 days. A true and fair 
number would have been 90 days and 
the Charter should be amended in a 
future ballot issue.  

Now, why did I start this out with the 
statement about the voters voting out 
Democracy? My greatest fear is that 
the people of Euclid have no idea what 
these two Charter changes will mean 
in the future and that voting without 
knowledge will always lead to disaster. 
Why would any sane person vote away 
any of their rights? I will await the out-
come of these issues and I pray that the 
people of this city will see the immense 
harm that passage of these changes 
will do when there is a need to remove 
elected officials that fail them in the 
future. 



April 22, 2010 The Euclid Observer Page 9

 Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com 

Euclid City News

By Donna Perdzock
Euclid residents are visiting the 

library and using our services more 
than ever! Since 2006 circulation of 
library materials is up 18%, visits to 
the library are up 11%, and the use 
of computer workstations is up 26%. 
And 2009 was a record-breaking year 
as cardholders checked out over 1.5 
million items!  

Euclid Public Library is a vital 
resource for the community. In these 
hard economic times household 
budgets are tight, and home Inter-
net connections are often no longer 
affordable. Residents are using the 
library’s Internet connection to write 
resumes, hunt for jobs and apply 
online. Purchasing the latest best-
seller just published, going to a movie 
or renting one on the weekend are 
now expenditures that are no longer 
in many family budgets. We estimate 
that a resident who visits the library 
once every two weeks to check out 
these items saves $4,771 annually.

This May the library is on the ballot 
with an issue that replaces an existing 
3.5 mill operating levy that expires at 
the end of the year, and adds .5 mill 
for operating that will maintain cur-
rent services and programs. This levy 
represents nearly half the library’s 
operating budget. The following levy 
facts should provide you with the 
information you need to make a deci-
sion about this issue.

How necessary is this levy? It is 
critical! The levy provides half the 
money we need to run the library. In 

City Council  
Approves Trash 
Collection Fee
By Kim Fry
On March 22, Euclid City Council 
approved an emergency ordinance to 
establish a solid waste collection fee 
for city residents. Residential property 
owners will be charged $9 per month, 
to be paid in arrears twice per year, ret-
roactive to January 1, 2010.

Mayor Bill Cervenik, working with 
his staff and Council to close a $2.4 
million budget deficit, proposed the fee 
to help close the fiscal gap. City Coun-
cil approved the ordinance, 8 to 1.

Euclid, like many cities across north-
east Ohio and the state, has felt the 
effects of the recession in the form of 
budget challenges. A $3 million drop 
in tax revenues over two years has been 
a major contributor to Euclid’s budget 
woes.

Cervenik continues to look for ways 
to balance the budget without cutting 
vital services. The Euclid police and 
fire departments agreed to concessions 
last year, avoiding cuts to safety per-
sonnel in the city. Thirty non-safety 
positions in the city have been elimi-
nated over the last year with remaining 
city personnel picking up the majority 
of responsibilities previously shoul-
dered by laid-off employees.

“The people in Euclid, especially, 
have come to expect a certain level of 
services – safety, fire and recreational,” 
Cervenik said. “I don’t want to devas-
tate our great recreational programs. 
I want Euclid to be a city that people 
want to move to.”

The solid waste collection fee will be 
reduced to $7 per month for seniors 65 
years of age or older and permanently 
disabled persons “provided those 
individuals make application to the 
Director of Public Service and dem-
onstrate that their household income, 
inclusive of Social Security benefits, 
does not exceed $20,000.”

Bills for the calendar year 2010 will 
be sent by the city directly to the prop-
erty or tax mailing address. 

“Residents can expect an invoice 
from the city for $54 ($42 for seniors 
and disabled persons) covering the first 

half of 2010 around the end of May or 
the beginning of June,” Cervenik said, 
“with a bill for the second half of this 
year coming around the end of Sep-
tember.” 

The solid waste collection fees for 
2011 will appear on the property tax 
bill, or an adjustment will be made on 
mortgage escrow accounts.

Ward 4 Councilperson Mary Jo 
Minarik cast the lone dissenting vote 
on the ordinance. She says the city is 
balancing the budget on the backs of 
residents and the current system will 
not encourage recycling.

“Euclid pays its garbage based on 
tonnage,” she said. “This [garbage] tax 
does not encourage recycling or reuse. 
It would not surprise me if our tonnage 
actually increases along with our bill.”

The fee is to be collected through the 
calendar year 2011, unless cancelled by 
Council at the end of 2010. Cervenik 
was not optimistic that the city’s eco-
nomic outlook would improve enough 
by the end of the year to cancel the fee 
for 2011.

“The fee will be revisited annually,” 
Cervenik said.


































Social Security Office 
Closes in Euclid
By Brandon Smith
The new Cleveland Northeast Social 
Security office will be opening for 
business on Monday, April 26, at 9am. 
The office is located at: 15250 South 
Waterloo Road, Cleveland, 44110. This 
office is the result of the consolidation 
of the Euclid office, located at 22802 
Lakeshore Blvd, and the current Cleve-
land Northeast office, located at 14930 
St. Clair Avenue. Both of these offices 
will close on Thursday, April 22.

the past 5 years,  
circulation of 
materials is up 
18%, visits to the 
library are up 11%, 
the public’s use 
of the computer 
workstations is up 
26%. Also, we’ve 
had a 25% increase 
in the items 
requested from 
other libraries to 
fill patron requests. 

What other rev-
enue sources does the library have? 
The State of Ohio provides revenue 
for the library. In the hard economic 
times of recent years, state revenue 
has decreased by 19%, interest income 
has dropped 53% and the levy has 
been collecting 13% less revenue than 
predicted. The library receives no 
funding from the City of Euclid.

How has the library trimmed its 
budget so far? Books, DVD movies 
and CD budgets have been cut 25%. 
The budget for computers has been 
cut 33%. All staff have taken a 3% 
pay cut. Substitute employees have 
been eliminated. Five full time posi-
tions remain unfilled. A five-hour cut 
to service several years ago has never 
been reinstated. 

How will the levy funds be used by 
the library? The levy funds will be 
used to maintain hours and services 
at the library.The library already has 
trimmed its budget. This levy, when 
passed, will provide approximately 

50% of the operating budget for the 
next 5 years. What’s in the levy for 
me? If you visit the library once every 
two weeks to borrow materials you 
will save approximately $4,771 per 
year. 

How much will the levy cost per 
month? The levy will cost an addi-
tional $1.05 per month for a home 
valued at $50,000 and an additional 
$2.25 per month for a home valued at 
$100,000.

Is this the only levy the library has? 
Yes, in its 75-year history, the Euclid 
Public Library has been supported as 
an independent library by the resi-
dents of Euclid. This is the only levy 
that maintains the library. 

A Cuyahoga County Library levy 
was on the ballot last year, didn’t 
I pay for that? No, the residents of 
Euclid do not pay to support the 
libraries within the rest of the county. 
Only the residents of those other cities 
pay for the Cuyahoga

Euclid Library On May 4th ballot
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Euclid Schools

Euclid Relays, District Meet Ahead For 
Panther Track Team
By John Sheridan
With district and regional meets on the 
horizon, the Euclid Panthers’ boys and 
girls track teams are looking forward to 
several key “tune-up” events over the 
next few weeks. 

Following an April 28 home dual 
meet against arch-rival Mentor, the 
Panther athletes will be hosting their 
biggest home event of the season—the 
58th annual Euclid Relays—on Friday 
May 7. The long-running and highly 
regarded track spectacle will fea-
ture seven boys teams and seven girls 
teams. Action will get under way with 
field events at 3:30 p.m., followed by 
the running events at 6 p.m.

Among the favorites in the boys’ 
division will be St. Ignatius, Mentor, 
and Solon. On the girls’ side, Mag-
nificat and Collinwood appear to be 
among the top threats to challenge for 
the team trophy. 

Don’t be surprised if the Panthers 
make some noise themselves. Larry 
Nosse, head coach of the girls’ squad, has 
high hopes for his 4x800 relay team—
and not just in the Euclid Relays, but 
possibly at this year’s state meet as well.

“It will take a time of 9:25 or better to 
get past the regional, “ Nosse says, “but 
I think they could make it to state.”

Anchoring the 4x800 quartet is Kayla 
Whitlow, a senior who competed in 
that event at state as a freshman three 
years ago. She was hampered by inju-
ries the past two seasons, but is hopeful 
of returning to Columbus this year. 
Candidates to join her on the relay 
squad include sophomore Emily Sweet, 
junior Jennifer Brown, senior Shawna 
Johnson, and senior Kamari Jackson. 

Whitlow, who has a track schol-
arship to Akron University, is also a 
threat in the open 800 meters and the 
1600 meters. At the recent Twinsburg 
Invitational meet, she won the 1600 in 
5:15 —but was clocked as fast as 5:04 
in an indoor meet last year, prior to her 
suffering a foot injury.

Emily Sweet placed third in the 1600 
at an invitational meet at Collinwood 
two weeks ago, hitting the finish line 
in 5:29. She also ran well in the 3200 
meters and was awarded a trophy as 
one of the meet’s top distance perform-
ers after contributing 12 team points to 
the Panthers’ total.            

Other top performers on the girls’ 
squad include sophomore sprinter-
hurdler Artia Gunn, sophomore 
shot-putter Erianna Hargrove, junior 
high jumper Erin Rambo, and her 
sister Taylor Rambo, a sophomore 
sprinter. Taylor has posted some solid 
times, including 12.7 seconds in the 
100 meter dash and 25.5 seconds in 
the 200 meters. Gunn has run the 100 
meters in 12.31 seconds, leading Coach 
Nosse to believe she could qualify for 
the state meet in that event. “She fin-
ished sixth in the regional last year,” 
the coach notes, but only the top four 
in each event advance to Columbus.

This year, the district track meet 
will be held May 21-23 at Mentor, and 
the regional meet will be May 28-30 at 
Austintown Fitch High.

The Panther boys are a relatively 
young team this year. “I have lots of 
sophomores and freshmen,” noted 
head coach Scott Gay. But his young-
sters managed to defeat Maple Heights 
in a dual meet last week, 81-54.

Among the 
key perform-
ers on the 
boys’ squad are 
senior sprinter 
Kyle Johnson, 
s o p h o m o r e 
dash specialist 
Bryan Clark, 
and sprinter 
R a s h a w n 
Carter. John-
son, a transfer 
from Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph, has been clocked at 
11.2 in the 100-meter dash. Clark’s best 
times have been 51 seconds flat in the 
400 meters and 23.5 in the 200 meters. 
Carter has run the 200 meters in 23.1. 

In the Maple Heights meet, Clark 
and Carter teamed with John Jackson 
and Anthony Little to win the 4x200 
relay in 1:32.6. Carter also ran on the 
winning 4x100 relay team, along with 
Shamir Tomlinson, Tyree Johns and 
Allen Crawford.

Potential point-getters for the Pan-
thers also include senior Anthony 
Porter (shotput, discus), Jamil Gill 
(800 meters), and Shane Byrne (shot, 
discus). Against Maple Heights, Porter 
set a personal record in the discus with 
a winning toss of 141 feet, 10 inches. 

Other winners for the boys in the 
Maple dual meet were: Anthony Lit-
tle in the 100 hurdles (14.9) and 300 
hurdles (42.7), Nick Bruno in the 1600 
meters (5:12) and 3200 meters (11:23),  
Bryan Clark in the 400 meters (51.0), 
the 4x800 relay team of Jamil Gill, Paul 
Style, Houston Boone, and Ivan Con-
rad (8:55), and the 4x400 relay (John 

Jackson, Rashawn Carter, Paul Styles, 
Bryan Clark) in 3:30.

Against Maple, winners for the girls’ 
team included Taylor Rambo in the 
high jump (4-9), Artia Gunn in the 100 
hurdles (15.5), and Kayla Whitlow in 
the 800 meters (2:27).

The Euclid coaches were hoping for 
big things this year from hurdler Seth 
Morgan, a senior. Last year, he sped to a 
14.9 clocking in the 100-meter hurdles. 
A knee injury suffered in a football 
playoff game last fall has kept him on 
the sidelines this spring.

As of last week, no one on either 
the boys or girls team had set a school 
record this year—but Kayla Whit-
low came close. She turned in a 2:16.6 
clocking in one 800 meter race, just 1.2 
seconds off the school record for girls.

“I think she’ll probably break it 
sometime in the next month,” Coach 
Nosse predicted.

by Kim Pribisko
The push for sustainability in 

business and life is no passing fad. Its 
prominence has spilled over into all 
facets of life, as it has come to define 
the way we think, work and live.

More than anything, the push 
has spurred new opportunities, the 
most significant of which is jobs.

Alternative Energy and Sustain-
ability Training at Cuyahoga Com-
munity College (Tri-C) in Euclid’s 
Heritage Business Park provides indi-
viduals the instruction and hands-
on experience necessary to enter the 
rapidly emerging fields of alternative 
energy and energy efficiency.

While some jobs have been 
specifically created in response to 
the increased emphasis on sustain-
ability, such as alternative energy 
installers, many others are in areas 
that predate the original push. For 
instance, the focus on the energy 
efficiency of buildings and homes 
has created new opportunities for 
work in the construction industry.

These new opportunities were 

evident in a July 2009 report by the 
President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers. Citing Bureau of Labor 
Statistics data, the report projected 
the growth of alternative energy 
and sustainability occupations to 
be 38 percent more than all other 
occupations combined by 2016.

The greatest growth is expected 
in the areas of renewable power 
generation, residential and com-
mercial retrofitting, and renewable 
transportation fuels.

At Tri-C’s Euclid training center, 
individuals can take part in the Alter-
native Energy Installation Certificate 

program. The program provides 
participants with an understanding 
of the main sources of alternative 
energy for residential and commer-
cial buildings, as well as a firm tech-
nical grounding in residential energy 
conservation and auditing.

For those wishing to enter the 
construction field, Tri-C offers a 
Building Construction Trades Cer-
tificate program that prepares partici-
pants for an apprenticeship and career 
in the construction allied trades. By 
adding up-to-date energy efficiency 
practices to their current repertoire of 
traditional construction skills, con-

struction workers increase their value 
and opportunities in the field.

And, with about 1,000 annual 
openings expected in Northeast 
Ohio through 2016, according to 
the Ohio Department of Job and 
Family Services, construction is a 
promising field for those looking 
to enter the workforce or transition 
into a new career.

The Euclid training center also 
offers training programs in truck driv-
ing and logistics and distribution.

Tri-C’s Euclid training center 
provides numerous opportunities 
that help individuals meet the needs 
and requirements of a transitioning 
workforce. By taking advantage of 
the push for sustainability, through 
training and education, individuals 
can position themselves for the jobs 
of today and tomorrow.

For more information about 
the training programs at Tri-C’s 
Euclid training center, contact 
John Gajewski, Executive Director 
of Advanced Manufacturing and 
Engineering, at (216) 987-3048.

Girls’ head coach Larry Nosse, the big 
fella in the middle, keeps on top of 
the action – and keeps things moving 
smoothly – during the Panthers’ dual 
meet with Maple Heights.

Train Today For Tomorrow’s Jobs At Tri-C’s Euclid Training Center

Participants gain hands-on experience working with electrical, solar thermal, wind 
turbine and solar photovoltaic training units.
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By Alisa Boles
C.E. Orr Arena, home of the Euclid 
Youth Hockey Association, will be 
decorated with four brand new, Divi-
sion Championship Banners for the 
2009-10 season. All four EYHA travel 
level teams were successful in winning 
division championships for the regular 
season. This level of success is signifi-
cant, not just for Euclid, but within 
the entire Cleveland Suburban Hockey 
League. According to Hockey Direc-
tor, Rick Kish, no other organization in 
the CSHL had the level of success that 
Euclid experienced this season. Two of 
the four teams then went on to claim 
Play-Off Championships and one was 
the Play-Off Runner-Up. Even the  
Panther Tracks 1 group, with the aver-
age age of 5, is technically undefeated 
having won their first (and only so  
far) scrimmage which was against 
Shaker Heights.

If you’d like to get your son or 
daughter involved in hockey, it’s never 
too early or too late to start. Your child 
can learn to play in the Panther Tracks 
programs. Panther Tracks 1 is for ages 
4 - 8 and Panther Tracks 2 is for ages 
8 - 15. Your child doesn’t know how to 
skate? Most didn’t before they started. 
They can learn to skate as they go under 
the guidance of the dedicated coaches. 
Give them a few weeks and you won’t 

®

For more information on programs at
Heritage Business Park please call 216-987-3226.

www.TrainingOurWorkforce.com

Cuyahoga Community College
at Euclid’s

Heritage Business Park
Featuring training in :

•	 Alternative	Energy	and	Sustainability

•	 Building	Construction

•	 Regional	Transportation	Institute

•	 Truck	Driving	Academy

believe your eyes! The travel teams are 
organized as Mites, for players up to 
age 8, Squirts, ages 9 - 10, Peewees, ages 
11 - 12, and Bantams, for ages 13 - 14. 

Do you cringe at the thought of your 
handsome and beautiful children get-
ting their teeth knocked out or your 
little sweetheart getting in a hockey 
fight? You will be relieved as we all were 
to know that helmets with face masks 
are now mandatory for all players and 
there are strict rules against fighting.  
The gear has lots of padding, too, but 
really, at first, they are not going to be 
big, strong and agile enough to get any 
real momentum going to be able to 
hurt themselves or each other.

Worried about investing in expen-
sive equipment? You’re not the first, 
nor will you be the last. The Panther 
Tracks programs maintain a stock of 
donated gear to loan to beginners. Each 
beginner does need to buy or rent their 
own skates and buy their own hockey 
stick, and most families get them for a 
reasonable price at Play it Again Sports 
or on-line.

The organization is run indepen-
dent of the city by volunteer Board 
Members and Coaches in accordance 
with USA Hockey guidelines for player 
development. And, as with any great 
community organization, it is run with 
grassroots wisdom and spirit. Many 

parents of players and other commu-
nity members bring their talents to the 
administration and coaching of the 
teams with the common goal of devel-
oping the spark of our youth. 

The program is funded directly by 
participant fees, sale of team gear, 
social fundraising events and some 
sponsorships.  This year’s board 
members were:  Frank Vidmar, Presi-
dent; Barb Tingley, Secretary; Penny 
Meaney, Secretary; Scott Linderman, 
Equipment Manager. Some of the main 
coaches that should be mentioned were:  
Chris Leonard, Panther Tracks; Ted 
Kohanski, Mite 2; Joe Trobenter, Mite 
1; Rick Kish, Squirt; Chip Macko,  
Pee-wee; Dennis Disbrow and Nick 
Vertch, Bantam.  

The season gets rolling in mid-
August, so make a note to put EYHA 
on your list of things to follow up 
on when back-to-school prepara-
tions begin. The Great Lakes region is 
known for its long, cold winters. If it 
freezes - skate on it! It’s the application 
of the old proverbs: “If you can’t beat it, 
join it” and “If life hands you lemons, 
make lemonade.”   

Plan to enjoy your winter next year 
at the C. E. Orr Ice Arena with other 
positive and active Euclid families!   

Check out the Euclid Youth Hockey 
Web site at: euclidyouthhockey.com.

For more information about the 
other skating programs at the arena, 
see the Euclid Recreation Department’s 
page at: euclidrecreation.com/Arena .

From that link, you can browse the 
city’s summer programs that can hold 
you over until the ice skating rink 
opens again next season.

Success For Euclid Youth Hockey 2009 - 2010

Euclid Schools














Panther Tracks Team Member on 
Picture Day Printed with permission of 
VSN Photography
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Euclid Dining

By Carolyn Tisi
The kids came over at two last Sat-
urday afternoon. They were looking 
hungry from a workout and I am 
always hungry. I suggested going 
out to eat and they jumped at the 
offer. Where can you take two starv-
ing twenty-somethings and not pay 
an arm and a leg? The Kebab House 
in Downtown Euclid, on Lakeshore 
Blvd., that’s where. I had been there 
before and wanted the kids to try it 
too.

We arrived five minutes later and 
parked out in front. It took us at 
least ten minutes to decide what we 
wanted to eat. The extensive menu 
includes both the expected foods 
and items to tempt the real foodie.

The food started coming over 
to our table in five minutes. The 
huge dinner salad was followed 
by my borscht (beet soup). Now I 
have read about borscht in Russian 
novels, but have never tried it. The 
Kebab House’s is a real treat. It is 
loaded with beets and cabbage, with 
a big dollop of sour cream in the 
center. It comes with a puff pastry 
f illed with chicken-- very good.

My quesadillas were full of cheese 






































BEST FISH IN TOWN! 
1.  Perch Dinner.................................................................$7.99
2.  Catfish Dinner...............................................................$8.59
3.  Fried Shrimp Dinner...................................................$10.39
4.  Cheeseburger...............................................................$5.95
     1/2 pound burger with American & Swiss cheese.
5.  Grilled Chicken Philly...................................................$5.75
     Grilled chicken breast sauteed with onions, peppers, 
     mushrooms, mayo & provolone on a toasted bun.
6.  Grilled Steak Philly.......................................................$6.15
     Grilled sirloin steak sauteed with onions, peppers, 
     mushrooms, & provolone on a toasted bun.
7.  New York Strip Steak Salad........................................$7.95
     Mushrooms, peppers, onions, tomato, egg, olives, carrots,            
     cheese & grilled steak over romaine lettuce.
8.  Taco Salad....................................................................$5.95
     Ground Beef, salsa, sour cream, onion, olives, carrots, & 
      jalapeno peppers over lettuce.
9.  Five Piece Whole Wing Dinner....................................$5.95
     Served with fries & coleslaw.
10. Fried Pork Chop Dinner..............................................$6.25

Free Fries w/ any order over $15
 (One coupon per order) Can’t be combined 

w/ any other offer. Limited time only.

627 EAST 200TH ST. EUCLID, OHIO 44119
TEL:216-531-3354 | FAX: 216-531-1920









































Breakfast, Lunch And Dinner

The Kebab House 
and ham. They are served with a 
nice salsa on the side.  

My son’s lamb kebab was very 
well prepared. The lamb was ten-
der and perfectly seasoned. They 
also offer chicken, beef, vegetable 
or pork kebabs. The pilaf was also 
good and the spicy carrot salad 
was new for us, but very good. The 
chicken schnitzel was nicely done 
and not greasy. It came with crisp, 
f lavorful, mashed potato pancakes 
and the spicy carrot salad.

Finally, the macaroni was rich 
and cheesy. The large serving was 
only $1.99.  In fact, the three of us 
left satisfied and only paid $30.39 
for the whole meal! We couldn’t 
have had as much food at a fast food 
restaurant. This was a real bargain 
for such wonderful eats!

The Kebab House is located 
at 21950 Lakeshore Blvd. It is 
owned and operated by Olenka 
Vilshanetska and Tatyana Shin. 
They are open from 11 am until 8 
pm on Monday through Saturday. A 
variety of regular menu items  and 
specials are prepared fresh daily. 
Take-out orders are also available 
at (216) 261-1166.

























Be A Part Of History
Support You Community
Get Your Information Out 
With an ad in the all new community owned
written and published Euclid Observer!
Show the community you like what you
see happening here and in Euclid!
Call 216-531-6790 TODAY!


