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Four inducted into Euclid Alumni More than a walk
by Sherrie Zagorc
Achievement Hall of Fame
Photo by John Sheridan

IN THE SPOTLIGHT at the Euclid Schools’ Distinguished Achievement Hall of Fame ceremony were, from left:
publishing executive Mark Ford, retired teacher Charles Reno, musician Lyle Steelman, and—accepting on
behalf of his daughter Holly, a high-tech entrepreneur—Carl Stump.

by John Sheridan
A prominent publishing company
president, a world-class musician, a
nationally known science teacher and
a multi-talented high-tech executive. That’s a quick way to describe
the careers of the four latest inductees
into the Euclid Schools’ Distinguished
Achievement Hall of Fame—but it
only begins to scratch the surface of
their stories.
Honored at the 24th annual induction ceremony, sponsored by the Euclid
Public Schools’ Alumni Association
May 5 at Tizzano’s Party Center, were:
Mark P. Ford, a 1975 Euclid High
graduate who rose through the advertising and marketing ranks to become
executive vice president of Time Inc.
and president of the company’s newly
established Sports Group, which
includes Sports Illustrated magazine,
as well as the SI Golf Group.
In his current post, Ford is exploring
opportunities across all Time Warner
sports operations (including Warner
Brothers, Turner Sports, and HBO) to
leverage the organization’s assets and
build a “multiplatform sports business”
while developing new sports revenue
streams. Previously, he served as president of Time Inc.’s News and Sports
Group, comprised of Sports Illustrated,
Time, Fortune, Money, Golf, and Life.
com. In 2008, Business Week magazine
named him one of the “most influential
people” in the sports business.
A graduate of Kent State University’s
School of Journalism with a major in
advertising, Ford worked for the Hearst
Corp.’s Cosmopolitan magazine before
joining the Time organization in 1985.
Charles Reno, who began his teaching
career at Euclid Senior High in 1960—
at the very young age of 19—and
taught various advanced placement

(AP) courses there for the next 36
years. After earning a degree from
Edinboro (Pa.) State Teachers College
in just three years, he taught physics
and second-year algebra for two years,
then took a leave of absence to earn a
master’s degree at Harvard University.
He returned to Euclid to teach honors
physics, honors algebra, and trigonometry. Perhaps even more impressively,
he pioneered the study of computer
science at Euclid at a time when it was
just a dream at other schools.
Invited by the College Board to read
advanced placement physics exams, Reno
later served on the AP physics development committee that wrote the national
AP physics exam. Known as “Mr. AP” at
Euclid, he spent two summers at Harvard
as a teaching fellow, helping AP teachers
from across America to develop courses
in AP computer science.
After nearly four decades in the
classroom, he retired from the Euclid
school system and accepted a position
at Hawken School, where he taught
yet another AP course—in statistics.
His son Brian, a colonel in the U.S. Air
Force, is also a member of the Euclid
Schools’ Achievement Hall of Fame,
making the Renos the first father-son
combination to achieve that honor.
Holly Stump, a 1972 Euclid High
graduate, who blazed a trail for women
executives in the once male-dominated
high-tech world. She was one of the
first females to lead efforts in design
and layout of integrated circuits (ICs) at
Hewlett Packard Corp. and subsequently
co-founded several companies in the
electronic design automation field.
After earning a bachelor’s degree in
comparative literature from Ohio State,
she grew disenchanted with advance-

Saturday, June 4 is right around the
corner. The East 200th Street Stroll event
is imminent and the committee members are working very hard to complete
all the last minute details. We want to be
sure to include all the 200th Street businesses and community organizations
that have chosen to participate as the
Stroll exists to showcase the best on our
street and in our community.
The businesses have lots of good things
to share with attendees from special
bargains, entertainment, and foods and
the represented community organizations
on the sidewalks and in the parking lots
will share valuable information to enrich
your life here in Euclid. I can’t wait to
“pick a sundae” at the DQ or hear the
great White House Jazz band at T and T
Barbershop again. Departments from
the city will be available to talk about the
good things that are happening on the
lakefront and downtown and other
groups will steer you to valuable resources
to help you get through summer and the
rest of your year.
Our Lady of the Lake Church will be
hosting the first Stroll event Red Cross
bloodmobile and you’ll have an opportunity to even have your picture taken
with a princess at Gown Chic. Schwebel’s
will introduce their new toaster truck
and have a parking lot hotdog special.
Discount Drug Mart will be donating
the proceeds from their hotdogs to the

Euclid Police K-9 Unit. It’s a great time
to get a sample chair massage at our new
Blessed Hands Salon and right next door
take advantage of 25 percent off everything at Funky Thrift. Lots of bargains at
Quality Used Furniture including a raffle
to benefit the Stroll event, and across the
street U.S Bank will be joining the event
for the first time. Home Depot will host
their children’s workshop in the parking
lot and stage an indoor “do it herself”
workshop on using power tools.
Lolly the Trolley will be running up
and down the open East 200th Street to
shuttle attendees between the eight stops
that will lead you to the great things happening on the street. A Euclid Beach
Rocket Car will also provide rides with
pick up and drop off points at the Home
Depot and Our Lady of the Lake Church.
The Joe Mayer Orchestra will entertain
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., so bring a
lawn chair, grab a take out at Gostilna’s
or Adam’s Place, and enjoy the sounds of
our big band. Be sure to pick up an event
map with descriptions at the trolley stops
and Stroll table and keep on the lookout
for friendly Stroll Trolls.
More than just a walk, the Stroll
epitomizes what is good in Euclid - the
hardworking, small businesses and their
owners and employees, the committed
nonprofit organizations and their
mission-driven staffs, and the smiling
friends and neighbors that we meet as
we stroll East 200th Street on Saturday.
Please join us.

Euclid Symphony Orchestra
celebrates 50 years
by Pat Brady
Euclid Symphony Orchestra members,
their families and friends came together
May 22, at the Euclid Community Center to celebrate the 50th anniversary of
the orchestra. Board trustee David Lynch
and his son Scott opened the festivities
by singing the national anthem. The
invocation by Rev. Morris Eason was
followed by dinner catered by Tizzano’s
and entertainment provided by violinist
Laura Simna.
Along with a mayor’s recognition by
Mayor Bill Cervenik, 50-year members Emil Centa, Ernest Centa, Joseph
Mayer and Dorothy Wightman were
recognized, as were Waltraud Knudsen
and J. Laurence Allen, for their outstanding service. President-elect Ryan
Roberts also expressed appreciation to
the outgoing president, Mary Emser.
It was an outstanding afternoon and
the orchestra looks forward to beginning their next 50 years at their fall

Joseph Mayer, Dorothy Wightman, Emil Centa,
Ernest Centa

Mayor’s Recognition
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Student from Euclid High School
Letter from
the publisher wins congressional art competition
I would like to thank all the contributors
and advertisers in this month’s paper.
It is heartwarming to see the increase
in contributions. Please keep your stories
and photos coming. We are all looking
forward to the next few issues as we cover
the exciting Mayoral race. There are
lots of fun things happening in Euclid
this summer. Be sure to take plenty of
pictures and submit them to the
Observer. Have a happy summer.

Euclid School Board
Member Donna Sudar,
Euclid City Council
President Kirsten
Holzheimer Gail, Euclid
Mayor Bill Cervenik, Best
In Show winner Anastasia
Soboleva, Congresswoman
Marcia L. Fudge, the
artist’s parents, Leonid
and Angela Soboleva and
sister, Daria.

John A. Copic

Clean-Up Euclid Day a success
by David Carlson
Clean-Up Euclid Day, sponsored by
the Euclid Chamber of Commerce,
generated over 30 bags of paper, trash,
car parts, old shoes and various other
unsightly refuse from the streets,
sidewalks, parks, parking lots and playgrounds. Over 35 people participated
in this worthwhile event, held May
7,which, very fortunately, occurred on a
rare rain-free Saturday morning.

Community leaders pitched in with
volunteers from Boy Scout Troop 143,
the Euclid Youth Soccer Organization,
American Sign Language and Euclid
Hospital, as well as students from Ss.
Robert and William, Notre Dame
Cathedral Latin and Euclid High
School to make the morning a successful event. Thanks to all who came and
invested their time and energy to make
our town more attractive.
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Dan Ott, Jim O’Bryan
EDITORS
Cheryl Ludwa
WRITERS
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Noltkamper, Laura O’Donnell, Emily Robinson, John
Sheridan, Marilyn Scott, Fred Siegal, Angela Smith,
Donna Suda, Alice Turner, Kristi Ward, Christa White,
Sherri Zagorc
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by Laura Allen
For the second year in a row, a student from Euclid High School won top
honors in the annual 11th District Congressional Art Competition. This year’s
Best in Show award went to Anastasia
Soboleva, a junior at Euclid High School.
Anastasia’s drawing, a self portrait, will
be displayed in the U.S. Capitol for one
year, along with the artwork of first place
winners from each congressional district
across the nation.
Congresswoman Marcia L. Fudge
sponsored an awards ceremony May
14, and congratulated all the students
who participated. High school students from various communities in the
11th Congressional district submitted
more than 200 works of art. The public
is invited to see their work on display
through the end of May at the Martin
Luther King Jr. branch of the Cleveland
Public Library, 1962 Stokes Boulevard in Cleveland. Euclid Mayor Bill
Cervenik, Euclid school board member
Donna Sudar and Euclid City Council
president Kirsten Holzheimer Gail, as
well as Anastasia’s proud family, were
on hand to congratulate the talented
young artist at the congresswoman’s
award ceremony.
Visit Congresswoman Fudge’s website for
winners from all competition categories.

June 2011

The Euclid Observer Volume 2

•

Issue 4

Page 3

Euclid City News

State policies attack Euclid
by Daryl K. Langman, Euclid City
Councilman, Ward 7
Urban sprawl remains at the top of
critical issues facing Euclid. Even during the economic downturn, urban
neighborhoods throughout Ohio are
desperately competing with ever growing exurbs. This unequal competition
in many ways resembles a boxing match
with the state servicing as the referee.
In our area, the greenfield towns of
Medina, Chesterland and Aurora are
the fresh-faced challengers.
Such cites grow because of state
policies. These polices distort realestate markets with the unintended
consequences of punishing older communities. Rural areas are a developer’s
paradise with their abundance of cheap
land unfettered by established housing or city blocks. Businesses also love
the greefields: no contaminated land
to or obsolete builds to raze. Ohio state
policy still looks to link Ohio with highway “macro-corridors.” These corridors
always need better interchanges and
access road. When near built up areas,
these corridors naturally allow development to push into undeveloped areas.
But isn’t this growth good and natural? Given that N.E. Ohio’s population
growth is about zero, in the past 40
years, you can say that there is really no
growth at all. It’s simply a transfer of
wealth from one place to another.
As for this growth being natural, it
is really heavily subsided by the state
of Ohio. Road construction is the most
immediate assistance. State-wide tax

abatement fuels additional sprawl. In
fact, cities like Solon and Strongsville
can offer the same business tax abatements that Cleveland and Euclid can.
These newer communities inevitably
require more and bigger schools. The
state assists. Finally, as societal infrastructure ages, the state steps in with
help to support both the capital and
social costs. So, the developers reap the
profits while the maintenance costs are
billed in part to the state tax payer.
Meanwhile, Euclid, like every older
area state wide is like the grizzled old
champ. Once, we were the challenger
to Cleveland, a greenfield boomtown in
the 40s and 50s. We still have strengths
including highway and rail access, and,
close proximity to downtown Cleveland
and, the lake. But, age has caught up
to us. Our housing stock is aging with
many obsolete types, and our industrial
areas are dominated by brownfields.
Ohio should be a fairer referee and
do more to help balance these inherent
disadvantages. While the state helped to
clean up the former PMX site, they need
to do more and, in a timely manner to
help Euclid compete.
State subsidies for general infrastructure improvements distort the housing
markets. Homes in the new suburbs
are modern, bigger and upscale. Like
a magnet, the cost, size and tax advantages of these newer communities lure
wealthier residents from Euclid. Our
own state taxes are used to in reality
weaken Euclid, to hurt our property
values, to decimate our tax base. This

leaves us in a Catch-22: raise taxes and
fees and drive folks out, or, let services
slide, and drive folks out.
This shell game of transferring wealth
from older communities like Euclid to
newer ones only increases the burden
for all state tax payers. No matter the
income levels of any city, roads need
paving, citizens need services, and, children require and education. In school
projects alone, Ohioans committed a
combined 600 million dollars for the
reconstruction of Cleveland, and East
Cleveland schools. Now, of course,
Euclid is benefiting from that same program. The truth is that Euclid’s tax base
is not deep enough, to absorb alone the
costs of new schools. Consider this: For
every new road project, every new cubic
yard of concrete and asphalt must be
maintained. That’s on top of the infrastructure already in place. Those costs
too will be absorbed by the tax payer.
It is far cheaper and economically sustainable for the taxpayers to take care of
our urban communities rather than to
abandon them and build new.
The alternative is smart growth. New
Jersey, Maryland and Oregon all have
some variety of policies that create a favorable climate for urban redevelopment.
The basic policy of smart growth
understands that state resources are
finite and scarce. State tax dollars are
predominantly funneled into existing
urban areas instead of spread out among
sprawling communities. New communities may grow, but local taxes exclusively
pay for improved infrastructures and
schools. This removes the hidden state
subsidies for sprawling growth.
In another set of policies, states such

a New Jersey have spent millions of dollars to buy up farm land outright, or, to
purchase the land’s development rights.
Now some might argue that such
polices would violate Ohio’s constitutional right of Home Rule.
Communities do have the right to
develop as they see fit. But in reality, it
is the state that subsidizes these local
decisions. Every new suburb creates a
spiraling burden on all Ohioans.
Such polices on growth is also not
an attack on the free market as no free
market exists now. Protecting state tax
payers by setting spending priorities is a
legitimate and vital state responsibility.
Older communities are desperate for
residential investment and home ownership. In many of our urban areas,
buying a home means taking substantial
risk in property appreciation, level of
services, crime and schools. Therefore,
these buyers should be rewarded for
taking that risk, for helping to preserve
the local tax base. For these owners and
investors, there should be real state tax
relief for investing in communities like
Cleveland, Euclid and Lakewood.
Smart growth, tax relief farmland
preservation, are all part of the policy
mix that can help older communities
like Euclid, and protect the pocket book
of all Ohioans. Or, as Richard Moe,
former president of the National Trust
for Historic preservation said years ago
“development that destroys communities and places people care abbot isn’t
progress. It’s chaos. And, it isn’t inevitable. It’s avoidable - or at the very least,
controllable.” Any person seeking state
office should be held accountable for
hurting our town, Euclid.
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FRESH MEXICAN GRILL

Vegetarian
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869 East 185th • 216.531.2300
Hours Monday - Saturday 11am - 10pm, Sunday 12pm - 8pm









Adam’s Place

Monica and Joe Denk 503 Building

The Henn Mansion
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The Rotary Club of Euclid
Euclid Chamber of Commerce

Kristy’s Tavern

Coverage you can trust from an
agent you can trust.

Don’t just think you’re covered. Let someone who cares help
make sure you’re covered.
The Carlson Agency
David L Carlson, CLU
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Tradewinds Lounge
U.S. Bank
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Rick Case Honda



People who have shared their time and talents for the 2011
E. 200th Street Stroll: Vanessa Abston—Dana Heil— John
Frato—Howard Kast—Jan Kast—Mary Jo Minarik—Gay
Marie Goden—Jim Fuertes—Joyce Heuer—Ally Harris—
Jon Boyton—Heather Kendel—Rudy Medica—Laura Kidder—Sarah Gyorki—Cherie Heier—Sherrie Zagorc

HELP Foundation
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The Euclid Orchestra
Stimburys Accounting



Wireless 200
B.R.I.D.G.E.S.
Nakeli’s African Village
Euclid AARP Chapter 1550
Euclid Jalousies
Linda’s Lock Shoppe



©2006 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance
Company. Home office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On
Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available
in all states.

Gown Chic

East Shore Garden Club

E. 200th Street Stroll Mission Statement: In celebrating our great City of Euclid and it’s residents, The E. 200th Street Stroll exists to promote E. 200th Street businesses and the community
resources available to all.


Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

Quality Furniture
Jacob’s Ladder Church

Page 4

The Euclid Observer Volume 2

•

Issue 4

June 2011

Community
Euclid firefighters keeping busy Another successful National
Take Your Child to Work Day
by Will Anderson
Hello again citizens of Euclid! I hope
spring has been a safe season for all
of you. As of this writing, the Euclid
Fire Department has surpassed 3,000
responses sooner than in any other year
in the history of the department, and
we’ve responded to more than 3,000
alarms. The last six weeks have been
especially busy and dangerous, as firefighters have responded to several fires,
and one life-threatening car accident
During the early morning hours of
April 14, Euclid firefighters responded
to 27801 Euclid Avenue for a fire inside
the seven-story Omni-Park Building.
On arrival, firefighters found heavy fire
coming from the windows on the second floor of the east side of the building.
The fire was spreading up to the third
floor from the outside. Due to the large
amount of fire in a large building, we
were fortunate to receive help from surrounding fire departments to help us
extinguish the fire.
The Euclid Fire Department participates in the Mutual Aid Box Alarm
System (MABAS). In the event of a large
incident that overwhelms our resources,
such as the Omni Park Building, we can
use the MABAS to receive additional
firefighters from surrounding cities.
According to the state fire marshall, the
cause of the fire has been determined
to be electrical in nature. Fire damage has been calculated at $2.2 to $2.4
million. During the fire, at least five
Euclid firefighters became entangled
and nearly trapped as parts of the ceiling and heating ductwork collapsed as
they were battling the fire from inside
the building. Going inside to fight the
fire actually prevents further damage to
the building. No injuries were reported.
Our training and perseverance paid off
during this incident.
On April 25, Euclid firefighters were
sent to Dille Road and Euclid Avenue for
a car accident. On arrival, our personnel found a minivan had gone head-on
into a pole. The driver, who was not
wearing his seatbelt, was trapped inside
with a fire in the engine compartment.
Another passenger was pulled out of the
vehicle by witnesses prior to our arrival.
Both patients were cared for by paramedics and survived the crash. The fire
was extinguished as crews used the Jaws
of Life to free the trapped driver.
Two additional fires were reported
during the daytime hours of May 2. At
1:30 p.m., firefighters responded to Harborcrest Apartments for an apartment
fire. In that incident, firefighters found
the living room of the apartment fully
involved in fire. The actions of the firefighters kept the fire from extending to
other apartments in the building.

Later that same day, firefighters
responded to a house fire. On arrival,
firefighters found a fire on the second
floor in an upstairs bedroom. No injuries were reported in either fire. In both
fires, carelessness with smoking materials was the cause of each.
In addition to these fires, Euclid
firefighters responded to another apartment fire May 11 around midnight. On
arrival, crews found heavy smoke showing from the upstairs bedroom of an
attached rowhouse. The fire was quickly
contained, but not before one fire lieutenant nearly fell through a weakened
section of the second floor; the lieutenant was not injured. The cause of this
fire is under investigation by our Fire
Investigation Unit and the Euclid Police
Department.
These fires can help remind you of the
importance of maintaining your smoke
detectors, inspecting your electrical connections and wiring on your appliances,
and using candles and smoking materials carefully. Please do not be a statistic!
In addition to our emergency duties,
we are currently completing our annual
fire hydrant maintenance. This includes
flushing the hydrants, making sure the
hydrant opens and closes correctly,
making sure the hydrant drains properly, and ensuring the caps can be easily
removed if they’re needed. Any defects
we encounter are referred to the Cleveland Water Department for repairs.
When we flush hydrants in your
neighborhood, we post signs one day
before flushing. Flushing takes place
Tuesday through Friday; no flushing takes place on Saturday, Sunday or
Monday. This maintenance should be
completed by mid-June.
Lastly, we’ve recently taken steps to
increase your safety and our safety.
Unbeknownst to the public, accidents
in emergency vehicles are the second
leading killer of firefighters annually.
The chances of an accident are three
times as likely in an emergency vehicle
when using emergency lights and sirens.
We’ve adopted a modified response plan
that’s designed to limit our use of emergency lights and sirens when responding
to non-fire and non-life threatening
emergencies. These are types of calls
that have increased significantly in the
last 10 years. This policy protects you,
protects us, protects our vehicles, and it
costs nothing!
When you see us responding with our
emergency lights and sirens, please
know that a potentially life-threatening
emergency or fire is taking place somewhere. If you’re driving, please pull
to the right. I wish you all a safe and
healthy summer. Please remember, if
you need us, call us–we’ll be there!

by Angela Smith
Euclid Hospital sponsored National
Take Your Child to Work Day on April
28, 2011. The event was an educational
day for children to see their parents’
occupation and work environment, and
a wonderful opportunity to heighten the
children’s aspirations for their future.
Special activities were planned
throughout the day to help them learn
the role their parents serve at the hospital. Children and parents were invited
to a luncheon presentation where they

were taught about the different departments and wellness practices within the
hospital, and their importance. Presenting departments included: Nutrition
and Healthy Eating Habits, Physical &
Occupational Therapy, Infection Control and Hand Hygiene, and Surgery.
Children also spent part of the day
observing in their parent’s department.
Euclid Hospital was delighted to host
National Take Your Child to Work Day
and hopes each child enjoyed their
experience!

Friday night perch, pancakes & polkas
by Eric Noltkamper
After the success of the Friday night
Lenten dinners this year, the Lithuanian
American Citizens Club has decided to
continue on with Perch, Pancakes & Polkas every Friday starting at 5 p.m. We
invite everyone to try our $5 dinner specials, which include ocean perch, tilapia,
potato pancakes and doons (Lithuanianstyle pierogis). Coffee, tea and soft drinks

are also available for $1. Membership is
required to purchase alcohol. Eric and
Nancy Noltkamper will provide music
from 6 – 9 p.m., for everyone’s listening
and dancing pleasure. The Lithuanian
American Citizens Club is located at
877 East 185th Street, on the corner of
Kewanee Avenue in Cleveland, just north
of I-90. For more information, please call
(216) 531-2131.

Catholic Charities provides Camp
Happiness throughout Cleveland area
by Marilyn Scott
Camp Happiness is a seven-week program which provides summer day camp
experiences to children and young adults,
ages 5-21, with cognitive and other developmental disabilities. Camp is from June
20 to Aug. 5. We offer three sites in the
Greater Cleveland area.
The three locations are: Camp Happiness at Lakewood Catholic Academy,14806
Lake Avenue, Lakewood; Camp Happiness at Parmadale, 6753 State Road,
Parma; and Camp Happiness at Center for
Pastoral Leadership (CPL), 28700 Euclid
Avenue, Wickliffe.
Each site provides and enhances social,

spiritual, recreational and educational
opportunities, as well as the opportunity
to make new friends, swim, go on community field trips, play fun games and
create exciting arts and crafts!
Camp Happiness is operated by Catholic Charities Health and Human Services,
Disability Services. Children of all faith
traditions are welcome.
For further information on Camp
Happiness, contact Kathy Rich at (216)
334-2997 or krich@clevelandcatholiccharities.org, or Marilyn Scott at (216) 334-2963
or mjscott@clevelandcatholiccharities.org.
Registration packets are available at www.
clevelandcatholiccharities.org/disability.

Mz Mississippi’s Family Soul Food
19320 Roseland Ave. North of Euclid Ave at the end of East 193th

Euclid, Ohio 44117 Phone: 216.862.3057
Store Hours : 11:00 am—10:00 pm Weekends
11:00 am—9:00 pm Weekdays

Delicious Food - Delectable Prices
ONE STOP CONSTRUCTION FOR LESS
22+ years experience

Mostly AMISH Trades

SPECIALS: Labor & Materials
ADDITIONS: FR-SUN-BR
Unheard of from $69/sq ft
KITCHEN: Renovation from $4900
BATH: Renovation from $2900
Convert ATTIC to BR: from $6475
FURNACE: Installed from $1495

Exteriors
ROOF: Replacement from $3675
WINDOWS: Installed from $159
DRIVE: Replacement - Pay Less
Steps • FP • Tuck Pointing
NEW GARAGE: from $9700
Others
ALL City Violations
Rehab Foreclosed Homes
Exterior & Interior Paint
Many Others - Call for Quote
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Community
Observations
by Jerry Corbran

Shore Cultural Centre:
another Playhouse Square?
An article by Joel Henning (Wall
street Journal May 4, 2011} heaped
praise on Cleveland’s Playhouse Square
that attracts more than a million visitors
to its approximately 1,000 performing
arts events annually.
Working in downtown Cleveland in
the sixties, I recall that Euclid Avenue
looked like a ghost town after 6 p.m.
Five classy theaters built in the twenties
for vaudeville were closing one by one. I
heard talk of demolishing them to make
way for parking.
Henning wrote of Ray Sheppardson,
a public school employee, who, feeling that the State Theater should be
saved, was the visionary whose efforts
led to the formation of the very successful non-profit Playhouse Square
Foundation. Today, Playhouse Square
is the second largest, after New York’s
Lincoln Center, performing arts center in the country by audience capacity.
Playhouse Square Foundation is unique
in they not only renovated and managed
the five theaters but created a development corporation that owns 1.6 million
square feet of office and retail space for
3,000 workers. Of their $60 million
budget, about two-thirds are used to
support performing arts. The remainder is re-invested. To me it has shown
that dependence on philanthropic
donations and fund raisers alone can’t
save performing arts facilities. It takes
vision and good management to create
alternate funding.
That brings us to the Shore Cultural
Centre. The former high school was
purchased in the mid-80s. Since then,
except for a few modifications, the city
has performed mostly maintenance
to meet public safety requirements. In
2001 then-council President Cervenik
supported a proposal turning control
of the facility to a developer. That set
off the ten-year debate on the future of
Shore between the administration and
independent council members backed
by dedicated civic activists under the
SAVE SHORE banner.
The city continued to explore other
schemes, including demolition of the

facility, until 2008 when Councilman
Langman, assisted by council President
Holzheimer Gail, asked Coral Company president Peter Rubin to present
a five-year management proposal. It
was approved for one year and later for
another year. Another review is due in
September.
The new management team headed
by Laura Kidder hit the ground running
by calling for volunteers to clean up the
building interior and grounds. Since the
takeover an impressive 9,500 volunteer
hours have been logged in. The team has
performed many needed repairs including a new furnace and thermostat system.
The piecemeal council approval of
the five-year process has hand cuffed,
but not stopped, aggressive Coral marketing initiatives. Development director
Sarah Gyorski reports that the rooms
are all occupied and there are 13 new
permanent tenants offering myriad
cultural, recreational and education
interests. Before the takeover in 2009,
4,500 people a week used the facility.
That impressive count will increase dramatically when a new internal census is
taken.
When the five-year plan creates the
“I want to be there atmosphere,” I look
for the day that Bernadette Walsh brings
her wonderful Upstage Players children
program back to Shore and Radio Station WELW to have a renewed interest
to relocate in Euclid. And that we can
continue to enjoy the fabulous Euclid
Symphony Orchestra performing in the
Shore Auditorium
Gyorski stated that Shore is unusually
well suited for arts/education and cultural programming, even without major
physical changes. This is shown in the
26 new classes offered since their takeover in 2009. She also spoke of the great
potential of Shore, as it’s geographically
well situated: close to parks and other
city services such as libraries and schools
and close to retail businesses, with good
freeway access and public transportation making it regional draw. I predict
that when the long-awaited lakefront
development with a marina occurs, coupled with a completely developed Shore
centerpiece, the area will boom with
business investment and new upscale
housing attracting residents with a lot of
disposable income.
Like the miracle turnaround at Cleveland Playhouse Square, on a smaller

scale, downtown Euclid can come alive.
We have the visionaries and professionals that can make it happen.
The Coral team is embarking on a
mission to entice residents who have
not visited Shore lately. They will host
EXPLORE SHORE June 3 through 18.
They are offering free classes to those
interested. Why not go down and look
around at the great new look at Shore?
For details visit the website at www.
shoreculturalcentre.org or call (216)
289-8578.

$14,300,000,000,000 is fourteen trillion, three hundred
billion dollars
To those who have never seen the
Federal Debt Clock, the headline figure shows the debt limit number that
was exceeded recently. Congress must
vote to raise that borrowing limit or
the government will run out of operating funds. In the debate, Republicans
have offered to raise the limit if the
Democrat-controlled government will
cut spending the same amount. The
stalemate continues and the Obama
administration is employing tricky
bookkeeping to keep things going for
a short time. But that won’t last long as
the government will not be able to pay
salaries and entitlements. By the time
this article is published I’m sure the
issue will be resolved.
Looking at that big number it is difficult to comprehend what $14.3 trillion
stacked in a pile looks like. I made some
calculations that are astounding. Can
you believe that $14.3 trillion, 300 billion stack of one dollar bills is 1,128,472
miles high!
For comparison, a round-the-earth
measurement at the equator is 24,901
miles. That means a stack of 14.3 trillion one dollar bills, laid on the land at
the equator, would circle the earth over
45 times.
The fun with numbers continues.
According to the debt clock every man,
woman and child’s share of that debt
is$46,209.Those who actually pay taxes
share is $129,154. Yes, if the debt limit
is raised, it will also increase every citizen’s responsibility. How do you feel
about your children being tagged for
current spending?
To see the real time debt clock go to
www.usdebtclock.org.

Dazzle Your Daily Living
Modern Fixtures

BUY SMARTER

Pay Less / $ave BIG
Help you:
•Buy foreclosed homes at
BARGAIN Price
•REHAB completely at
very reasonable cost
•OWN an almost new home
at a fraction of market price

WE MAKE HOME
OWNERSHIP EASIER
Own a home for less
than rent payment

(216) 799-2519
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

Our photographer wasn’t really sure, since he can’t
tell the difference between a cherry blossom tree
and a large mulberry bush. Whatever they are,
trees of this type burst into bloom in many parts of
Euclid in the middle of May. These colorful spring
blossoms were spotted on Miller Avenue, near East
200th Street.

2011 Euclid Pond
and Garden Tour
by John Copic
What: 2011 Euclid Pond and Garden Tour
When: Special Candlelight Tour, June
25, 7-11 p.m. and June 26, 1-6 p.m.
Cost: $5 each at Euclid City Hall and
Briardale Greens Golf Course
Who: Brought to you by the Euclid
Shade Tree Beautification Commission
For more information, contact:
(216) 289-8598 (day time) or
(216) 731-7081 (other times).

Gateway News...
helping seniors
with housing
by Carol Geyer
Summer’s coming! It is time for a
fresh new start at Gateway Manor. Enjoy
bright, spacious living with activities and
amenities for every lifestyle.
We offer affordable, independent living with a complete continuity of care
on one campus. Assisted services are
now available at an independent level
through Senior Independence. Contact Nicole Cassidy at (440) 487-4547 for
more information.
Move in now and your first month’s
rent is free. This limited-time offer is
valid through July 31. Gateway Manor is
located on the campus of Gateway Retirement Community, 4 Gateway Drive,
in Euclid. For additional information,
please call Carol at (216) 383-1459. You
will be pleasantly surprised!
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Eaton Family Credit Union Updates
by Fred Seigel
EFCU college scholarship winners
Eaton Family Credit Union is
very proud to announce that Aaron
DeAngelis, Byren Malone and Jaclyn Noonan have each been awarded
$1,000 college scholarships.
“This year the selection committee raised the bar even higher. These
kids are real achievers,” Losneck
said. “In addition to great grades and
test scores, they’re involved in the
community. We are committed to
helping our members and their children achieve their financial goals.”
DeAngelis attended Euclid High
School and was also a Post Secondary
Enrollment Option student at Lakeland College. He will attend Mount
Union College in Alliance this fall.
With a concentration in business,
DeAngelis will also study computer
science. An honor roll student, he
works as a lifeguard during school and
in the summer.
Malone also attended Euclid High.
He will study business management
at The Ohio State University this fall.
Malone is a member of the National
Honor Society, a distinguished honor
roll student and is described as a natural leader. He works as a grocery
cashier and sells apparel at Progressive
Field; his goal is to own and operate a
clothing store.
Noonan attended Willoughby
South High School. She, too, will
study business management and
administration at Ohio State this fall.
Noonan has earned the distinction of
being first in her class and has worked
as an athletic trainer. She was inspired
to pursue business management after
attending Learning About Business
summer entrepreneurship program at
Lake Erie College.

Congratulations and good luck to
our scholars! Award pictures are available at www.EatonFamilyCU.com/
Scholarship.php.

Lawrence, his guitar and cash

EFCU youth week Rockstar
Money Rocks at My Credit Union
was the theme for this year’s national
credit union youth week. Last Friday,
Lawrence from Eastlake was a Rockstar for a Day at Eaton Family Credit
Union. Members who deposited at
least $100 in a youth account during
credit union youth week (April 17 –
23) were entered in a drawing for rock
star treatment.
The credit union promoted youth
saving accounts with their Rockstar for a Day contest that included a
roundtrip limousine ride, iTunes gift
card, Cleveland Hard Rock Café gift
card, one day’s interest on $1,000,0000,
Paper Jamz guitar and starring role in
a YouTube music video.
Lawrence, a student at Longfellow
Elementary School, along with his
parents and brother, were picked up at
the end of the day from school May 20
in black, stretch limousine. They were
whisked to the credit union for photos
and gifts. Lawrence sang Karaoke to I

Just Can’t Wait to Be King from the
Lion King, and the video was posted
to the credit union’s YouTube page.
Mike Losneck, Eaton Family Credit
Union president said, “Lawrence is a
fun kid. I think he and his family had
a blast in the limo … what a great way
to kick off the summer!”
Check out Lawrence’s Rockstar
video at YouTube.com/EatonFamilyCU.
Eaton Family Credit Union doubles
Relay For Life donation
Once again Eaton Family Credit
Union doubled the previous year’s
donation for the American Cancer
Society Relay For Life, held on May 13
– 14 at Euclid High School, by raising
more than $2,500.
“Our staff really stepped up this
year,” said Losneck. He added, “The
conditions were not great but we
got the tent set up and served a welldeserved meal to over 35 survivors.
We had great support from friends,
community and business partners.”
To augment their usual fundraising
efforts, the credit union partnered in a
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Three teams unbeaten in
Church Softball League
by John Sheridan

Lawrence the Rockstar and Mike Losneck

drawing for a Craftsman lawn mower
with Sears Hardware in Willoughby
Hills. This year, in addition to running
a booth, the credit union volunteered
to run the Survivor’s Tent which
included recognition for attendees
and a Thanksgiving-themed meal.
Eaton Family Credit Union appreciates the support from our friends
including Atlas Cinemas, Beach Club
Bistro, Briardale Greens Golf Course,
Euclid Hospital, Euclid Sportsplant,
Marie’s Florist, Mary Mavec Opportunity School, Paradise Restaurant & Pub,
Pepsi, Play-Away Lounge, Scotti’s Italian Eatery and Tizzano’s Party Center.

A P R OV E N L E A D E R

in a continuum of care

• Post-Hospital Skilled Nursing
& Rehabilitation
• Alzheimer’s Care
• Hospice Care

With many spring games washed out
by Mother Nature, the Euclid Church
Softball League has found it difficult
to get untracked this season. But, as
of late May, three teams were able to
claim “unbeaten” status.
St. John Lutheran, a church in South
Euclid, was leading the standings with
a 5-0 record, followed closely by the
Christian Assembly Blue team at 4-0.
Christian Assembly, located in Richmond Heights, is the defending league
champion and this year is also fielding
a Green team. In the early going, St.
Gregory of South Euclid was in third
place with a 3-0 mark.
Next in line were: New Song of
Cleveland Heights at 2-1, Church of the
Savior (Cleveland Heights) at 2-2, and
New Promise (Kirtland) at 2-2. Other

Ss. Robert & William Catholic parish
cordially invites members of the Euclid
community to a hot meal and fellowship on the last Tuesday of each month.
This is a free community meal, open to
all, and served at Ss. Robert & William
upper level of the school, 351 East 260th
Street. Doors open at 5:15 p.m.; dinner
will be served promptly at 5:30 p.m.
The next meal is June 28. For additional information, please call the
parish office at (216) 731-1515.

by Lisa Kindle
Grandpa’s Thrift Store will be open
June 4 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Boulevard Presbyterian Church, 24600
Lakeshore Boulevard in Euclid. It is a
great place for bargains.
A free community meal will be
served to everyone June 19 at 1 p.m.
Doors will open at 12:30 p.m. The
building is handicap accessible.
On Sunday mornings Boulevard
Presbyterian Church has a worship
service at 10 a.m. If you have any questions, please call (216) 731-8147.
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(NOTE: If you’ve been paying close attention,
you may have realized that there are no longer
any Euclid churches represented in the Euclid
Church Softball League. But that’s a story for
another day.)

vacation bible school
by Ellen Ivory

This summer Ss. Robert & William
Catholic parish (367 East 260th Street)
will hold a vacation bible school, Aug. 1 5, 9 a.m. to noon for grades kindergarten
through six. The theme for this year is
Beach Blast. The children will study scripture passages related to water and other
important themes through age-appropriate activities, making a connection to our
faith in a creative way.
The cost per family is $10 and the registration forms will be available soon! Please
“save the date” for this exciting learning
opportunity for your children. If you are
interested in are seeking more information,
please contact Gail Monroe at (216) 7311515 ext 248 or gmonroe@srweuclid.cc.











www.hcr-manorcare.com
ManorCare Health Services – Euclid Beach
16101 Euclid Beach Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44110

216.486.2300







league members are Lyndhurst Presbyterian and Church of the Western
Reserve (Pepper Pike).
Among the more interesting contests
coming up is a game June 9 between St.
John Lutheran and Christian Assembly Blue. That same day, New Promise
squares off against St. Gregory. “New
Promise is a new team in our league,”
notes league director Rick Labus, “but
already they’re probably one of the
three best teams.”
League games this season are being
played at St. John Nottingham field
on East 176th Street, Euclid Memorial
Park diamonds No. 5 and No.6, and
Campbell Field in Willoughby Hills.

Come dine free at Ss. Robert & William
Catholic parish to
“The Banquet”
host Beach Blast
by Ellen Ivory

Feeling thrifty?

Relay for Life
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YMCA schedules summer swim meets
Upcoming meets include an invitational event at 1 p.m. on June 25 at the
Ridgewood Y in Parma. (Not all of the
Euclid/Hillcrest swimmers will participate in that one.) Also on the summer
schedule is a meet at the new French
Creek YMCA in Avon July 2 at 4 p.m.
On July 23, the Hillcrest Y will host
a meet with competitors coming from
the Southeast, West Park and Lakewood
branches. The league championship
meet is slated for Aug. 6 at French Creek,
with warm-ups beginning at 2 p.m.
Assisting Coach Graves during the
Euclid team’s summer practice sessions
are Rebecca Arko, a Euclid High senior,
and Mustafa Lang, a lifeguard and highly
regarded swim instructor at the Euclid
YMCA.
Toni Bacon, who coached the Euclid Y
swimmers this past winter, hasn’t been
involved with the summer program due
to other commitments. In recognition
of her enthusiastic leadership during the
winter swim team program, Coach Toni
was selected to receive the Triangle Award
as the Euclid YMCA’s Volunteer of the Year.

My survivors’ success
by Alyce Turner
Friday evening I had the privilege to
participate in the Relay for Life Rally at
Euclid High School. WOW! This was
the first time I was at one of these and
it was fabulous.
My husband and daughter are both
survivors, so we joined her team at the
Fordyce. Before the walk started they
had a small ceremony, showcasing all
the survivors up front. The next thing
I knew they were calling each one’s
name and putting a ribbon around
their neck with a medal. This was very
overwhelming to me and brought back
so many memories of what we went
through.
My husband was diagnosed in 2001,
but because of the 9/11 attacks that
were so devastating (whether you knew
anyone there or not), he refrained from
telling me. It happened that I had just
purchased tickets to Disney as a surprise for two of my grandchildren,
their mother and myself, and at that
time was going bananas not knowing
what to do. I was afraid to take them on
a plane. I couldn’t sleep. My husband
was going on a trip with his brother to

southern Ohio and I couldn’t stand the
thought of all of us being separated in
case it happened again
Due to the very kind people at Euclid
Travel, my husband’s insistence that
we would be okay, and my daughters
undaunting faith in God, we went and
had a terrific time. When I arrived
home I found out my husband had
throat cancer.
We started seeing all the oncologists
in 2002 and my daughter would come
to help her dad, of course, but also to
support me as I was falling apart .At
the end of each day I was exhausted
from hearing and seeing a lot of horrible things. I felt bad for my daughter
that she had to be subjected to this, but
I guess I was too weak to tell her not to
come. But once the chemo and radiation, I was to accompany my husband,
by myself, five full days a week for six
weeks. We had many complications
and infections, and after four months
he was still very sick.
One night in May my daughter
stopped at our house on the way home
from work. We love seeing her and she
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Euclid Animal Shelter is
over-flowing with kittens

by Jeffrey A. Beck

It’s “kitten time” at the Euclid Animal
Shelter, 25100 Lakeland Boulevard, where
staffers are now seeking good homes for
more than 20 of the cuddly critters.
Patti Burlingham, treasurer of Euclid
Pet Pals, the volunteer group that supports the shelter, reported recently that
the organization currently is caring for
three litters of kittens that were born at
the shelter. About a dozen of the kittens
were available to be adopted, while the
others were still too young to be separated from their mothers.
For information on adoptions, contact
the shelter at (216) 289-2075. The $70
adoption fee for kittens covers spaying
or neutering, the first vaccination, a bath,
and worming (if necessary). Seniors
adopting pets receive a $10 discount.
The animal shelter is open to the
public from noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday, and from 6 to 8 p.m.
on Thursday evenings.
The Pet Pals’ recent “Bark-B-Q”
fund-raiser was a huge success, Burlingham notes. The event drew a turnout of
150 animal lovers, who enjoyed a tasty

rib dinner at Tizzano’s Party Center.
Most in the crowd happily participated
in a lively series of 50-50 raffles and a
Chinese auction.
Among the attendees was Euclid
mayor Bill Cervenik, who commended
the gathering for its support of a worthwhile cause. Also on hand were Euclid
councilman Darryl Langman and former councilwoman Charlene Mancuso,
who has announced plans to run for the
mayor’s post this fall.

looked sad. I learned that all the time
she was helping me with her dad, she
was dealing with a breast tumor. Her
doctor did a mammogram, an ultrasound and an aspiration; all were
negative. When the doctor suggested
waiting six months and then checking
again, my daughter said no “I want it
out.” She went to a surgeon, who told
her it was really nothing, but agreed to
cut it out. The tissue testing came back
positive for cancer. I am so thankful
that she had the support of her husband through all of this. My husband
and I didn’t know what to say. I was
beside myself for not being able to be
there for her; it was almost too much
to comprehend. She was there to tell us
she was getting for more extensive surgery. What a sad day.
There was a trace of cancer in a
lymph node, so she was starting chemo
and radiation. Her husband brought
her in for her treatments, and I met
them and stayed through the procedures, running errands for her when
needed. Once home, she would rest
and I would prepare some chicken soup
and brownies for the kids. Her husband
would come home around 5 p.m. and

I would go back home to take care of
my still-sick husband. This is how we
spent 2002, and needless to say somewhere along the way I developed severe
insomnia. Caregivers may not be the
sick person, but we do worry, which can
be very debilitating. I am sure many
out there could tell a similar story.
This brings me back to the Relay for
Life and watching my daughter and my
husband getting their ribbons for courage, and realizing how happy I was that
I still had both of them.
Congratulations to all of the survivors and their caregivers, and thank
you for the wonderful dinner we were
given under the tent. I heard Bob Ryan
of the Paradise Restaurant and others
catered. The rock band was great, and
the Euclid High marching band, as
always, was phenomenal. It was a wonderful party and fundraiser, and last
time I checked the website, they raised
more than $45,000. I understand it
was the “city” that was responsible for
bringing it to Euclid, and I thank you.
I heard they are planning to do this
again next year so if you missed this
year’s event, you can come to the next
year’s. I know I will.

“PLEASE, SOMEBODY ADOPT ME” – This fourweek-old brown tabby was part of a litter of kittens
that were born at the Euclid Animal Shelter, after
someone dropped off the mother cat.

As I write this column, we learn
that American Greetings decided
to build its new corporate headquarters in Westlake, taking nearly
2,000 jobs from its current location.
Although American Greetings wanted
an updated facility, the decision to
move at this time came on the heels
of an income tax increase in the city
of Brooklyn from two percent to 2.5
percent. In this case the tax increase is
partly responsible for Brooklyn’s loss.
I believe the same holds true for
most other businesses, as well as many
private individuals. Businesses looking
to locate or relocate into a community
assess many things, including the tax
rate. It makes economic sense. Likewise, families interested in buying a
house or re-locating to a community
look at many things including the
taxes they will pay. The high tax rate
in the city of Euclid prevents companies such as American Greetings from
moving here (Bluestone Park and easy
freeway access would have been ideal
for them). We have also lost many
good taxpaying families to other
communities for the same reason.
Unfortunately higher income families
with disposable income do not view
Euclid as an option.
I sat through many long-term
financial planning meetings the city
has recently conducted. It is clear to
me that Euclid is in serious financial
straits. Our bond counsel stated that
unless we find a new source of revenue
we will be unable to borrow money by
2015. This means that any capital projects, such as Lakefront Development
or even street repair, will cease. Our
city services, such as leaf pickup, have
eroded over the years. In 2011 there is
no capital money to repave any streets
in the city. Council enacted a garbage
fee and a lighting fee upon all the residents in order to balance the budget in
2010 / 2011, and now the mayor wants
to continue the garbage and lighting

fees for four more years. The financial
planning meetings I attended revolved
on different ways to raise taxes on the
citizens of this community. There was
talk of decreasing the credit given for
taxes paid to other cities, currently
at 100 percent. The only immediate
action being taken is to extend the garbage and lighting fees.
Personally I have had enough. I
have been a homeowner in this city for
over 30 years and have seen my taxes
rise while city services have declined.
Property taxes in the city of Euclid have
risen 49 percent in the past 12 years
(source Plain Dealer 1/19/11); this is
the highest in Cuyahoga County. In
March I presented a plan to city council
to actually lower the taxes in this city.
City council has not seriously debated
this plan. Euclid is the only community in Ohio that shares income tax
revenue with the schools. The schools
portion (.47 percent) has amounted
to nearly $60 million over the past 12
years. If we were to lower our income
tax rate from 2.85 percent to 2.6 percent, and end the schools portion, the
residents of this city would put $2.3
million back in their pocket and the
city’s tax revenue would increase $2
million in 2011 (source 2011 city budget). Nearly 66 percent of a Euclid
homeowners property taxes currently
fund the schools while less than eight
percent goes to the city (source www.
cleveland.com/datacentral). I believe
that strong neighborhoods and strong
families build strong schools – not
the other way around. In the past 15
years we have seen our schools deteriorate in test scores because we have
seen our neighborhoods and families
deteriorate. Euclid needs the money
to rebuild the city’s infrastructure,
attract more businesses and attract
more tax-paying families. That’s why
I have founded an issue-based committee – Responsible Euclid Citizens
for Equitable Taxation (RECET). Our
goal is to “reset” the income tax rate in

Euclid recreation sponsorships
The Euclid Recreation Department would like to thank its current sponsors
for spring and summer programs. Each sponsor has contributed to a youth
program to pay for uniforms and officals.

Fay Miller

HC Stark

Dick’s Sporting Goods

Euclid Symphony Orchestra

Adler Team Sports

Henn Mansion

Stimburys Accounting

Speed, Power and Fitness

Kim’s Wings

Euclid Sportsplant

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor for the Euclid Recreation
Department, contact Ben Perpar at (216) 289-2700, ext. 3934. As a
sponsor, your organization’s name will be placed on a team uniform and
will receive an ad on ECtv. Additionally, information about your organization
will be distributed during games and events.

Thank you!
Euclid from 2.85 percent to 2.6 percent.
Soon, we will be gathering signatures
to have this issue placed on the ballot
this November and urge all registered
Euclid voters to sign this petition. Our
email address in recet2011@gmail.com
and our phone number is (216) 7592840. I urge everyone to send an email
or leave a message offering help or an
opinion. I promised city council that
any opinions would be made available
to them so they can gauge community
reaction. I will continue to write about
this in upcoming issues of the Euclid
Observer.
Euclid needs to lower the tax burden
and use the monies for our infrastructure and basic city services. Lowering
taxes will be the first step to attracting
more business and tax-paying families.
My hope is that the voters in this city
agree and take that necessary first step
in signing the petition. With enough
community support we will all have
the opportunity to vote for a lower tax
burden this November.









 




We are proud to provide quality Substitute Teachers
for Euclid Public Schools. For consideration qualified
candidates should apply online at
www.renhillgroup.com
Renhill is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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Photo by John Sheridan

Euclid YMCA swim team members,
who have been practicing twice a week,
are looking forward to a series of Saturday afternoon summer swim meets
beginning in June. Unfortunately, none
of the meets will be held at the Euclid Y
pool because it is only 20 yards in length.
Most of the meets will involve competition against teams from other Greater
Cleveland YMCA branches.
As they did during the winter, the
Euclid youngsters will combine with
swimmers from the Hillcrest Y to form
a team. “On meet days, we may also get a
few swimmers from the Geauga County
Y,” notes Head Coach John Graves, who
is aquatics director for both the Euclid
and Hillcrest YMCAs.
At last report, the Euclid-Hillcrest
Hurricanes squad had about 17 swimmers, including 10 new recruits who
weren’t involved in the winter program.
Team members representing the Euclid
Y include: Salvion Neal, Gabby Cicerini, Carmen Cicerini, Jordan Logan,
Krishawn McKinney, Taylor Lamar and
Jamillah Sena.
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June meeting of
Euclid Diabetes
Support Group
by Joan Holmes
The June meeting of the Euclid Diabetes Support Group will meet at the
Euclid Public Library on June 20. Sign
in and socializing will begin at 6:45 p.m.
The actual meeting will start at 7 p.m.
Members will welcome their new
leader, Dan Finkenthal R.N, a nurse
educator from the Diabetes Association
of Greater Cleveland, and develop topics
for future meetings.
Members will also discuss plans for
the annual picnic at North Chagrin
Metropark, pre-ordering bison burgers
or hamburgers for grilling at the picnic. There will be sign-ups to prepare a
healthy salad, side dish or dessert to share
at the potluck dinner.
The Euclid Diabetes Support Group
exists to encourage people with diabetes
to live a healthy lifestyle. All meetings
are free and open to the public.
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Please do not wish me
“Happy” Memorial Day
by Rose M. Allen

have visited Euclid in 1993? Read his book
“Fortunate Son” and you will know that
he may have survived, having the lower
half of his body blown away, but the man
he had been was “killed” on that day. He
returned home a different man, and since
he has endured an existence that has been
tortured by constant emotional and physical pain that he tried to eliminate with
alcohol and drugs.
His actual death came by his own gun,
when he committed suicide. Early the next
day I was shocked awake by the television
news report of his death. I intentionally
did not use the word lived a tormented
life, because live is not what he did after
he returned (his own words) less than half
the man he had been.
Strangely enough, not long before his
death, I had planned to visit him in Washington, DC. I was delayed while visiting
the Vietnam Memorial in Washington,
trying to locate the name of my home
town friend, Alvin Monday; I had promised Lew that I would stop by and say hi. I
had to call him and tell him that because
of my delay at the Wall, I would not have
time to make that visit, as I had to make
my flight. Some days, like Memorial Day,
I deeply regret not paying him that visit.
So, please do not wish me happy
Memorial Day. On that day I will honor
the memories of both men and observe
the solemn spirit of the day. Have a meaningful Memorial Day.

take a shop class at Euclid Senior High.”
Lyle Steelman, a member of the
EHS Class of 1997 whose musical talent eventually landed him a seat with
the internationally acclaimed Cleveland Orchestra. At a very young age for
a concert musician, he now holds the
position of assistant principal trumpet
with the orchestra.
While a student at Euclid, he was such
a standout trumpet player that his music
teachers—Joel Sarich and Diane Tizzano--envisioned that he might one day
become a virtuoso performer. And they
were right. While in high school, Steelman performed in the band, orchestra,
and jazz band. He also appeared as a
soloist with the Cleveland Youth Symphony and played for the Cleveland
Orchestra’s Youth Orchestra.
After earning a bachelor of arts
degree at Baldwin-Wallace College and
a master’s degree in music at Southern
Methodist University, Steelman began
his professional career in 2004 as a
member of the Richmond, Va., Symphony. He also played for the Charlotte
Symphony for three years before being
recruited by the Cleveland Orchestra. Still a resident of Euclid, Lyle has
performed in major concert halls
throughout the U.S., including New
York’s Carnegie Hall, and in 15 countries around the world.

Photo by John Sheridan

Last year just before Memorial Day,
I posted a FaceBook response to people
saying “Happy Memorial Day.” News
anchors and many FaceBook members
were wishing others “Happy Memorial
Day.” I decided to comment that I felt this
was an inappropriate greeting.
In my humble opinion, there is nothing “happy” about Memorial Day or any
other memorial service or funeral. Sure,
people attend cook outs and sales at stores
and car dealerships. This is how for years
people have celebrated the day as the unofficial start of summer. Many who are lucky
enough to have jobs are “happy” to have
another three-day weekend. Maybe this is
acceptable to them.
What I feel we should be doing on this
weekend is what is implied in the name,
and that is memorializing those men
and women who paid the ultimate price
for our freedoms. Maybe I am a strange
person; but I have never been to a happy
funeral or memorial service.
Instead of going to picnics or backyard
barbeques, we should be going to cemeteries or gravesites of veterans. Maybe we
should be calling on the families of those
who paid the price of their lives. Maybe
then, we could see just how happy these
families are with their losses.
There are two men I know who were
killed, within the same period of time
in 1968 in Viet Nam, who were special
to me. One was from my hometown. We
had attended the same high school. I only
found out after his death, during his second tour of duty, that he had expressed
an interest in getting in touch with me. I
had gone off to college and he had gone
off to war. One a rare visit home, a mutual
friend told me of his intentions, on which
he never got to act.
The other man was someone who
became a quick friend during his only
visit to Euclid in 1993. He was promoting
his Pulitzer-winning book. I had spent
a day getting to know Lewis Pullen, this
decorated veteran. I do not know if the
two men knew each other, or if they had
ever met; but they were killed only
days apart.
You might ask,
how can this be?
If he was killed in
1968, how could he
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Rose M. Allen with Lewis B. Pullen, Jr.

DOING THE HONORS—Euclid Schools Superintendent Joffrey Jones introduces honoree Charles Reno
at the Achievement Hall of Fame dinner.

Right: Lew’s Inscription
to Rose; Below: Alvin
Monday’s “Wall” Space

Catholic Charities
Health & Human Services
Disability Services

Camp
Happiness
For children ages 5 - 21 with
cognitive &
other developmental disabilities
–––––––––––––
7 Weeks
June 20 to august 5
mon - Fri / 9:30 am to 3 pm
–––––––––––––
Our sites are located in Parma,
Lakewood, and Wickliffe
Transportation may be available for
those in Cuyahoga County

–––––––––––––

Camp Happiness is:
Social…
Spiritual…
recreational…
educational…
Making new friendS…
SwiMMing…
field tripS…
playing fun gaMeS…
artS and craftS…
ACA accredited
day camp

For Information:
216-334-2963 or 216-334-2997
mjscott@clevelandcatholiccharities.org
krich@clevelandcatholiccharities.org
www.clevelandcatholiccharities.org/disability

Bringing nature into the classroom Our Lady of the
at the Euclid Cooperative Preschool Lake Walk-a-thon
by Donna Sudar & Anne Murphy Brown
Nature is all part of a day’s work for
the children at the Euclid Cooperative Preschool. During the spring term,
three year-old, four year-old and pre-K
students focused on the wonders of our
natural environment. Children have a
keen interest in the natural world, often
noticing the little things that adults miss.
Marching ants, spider webs and flower
petals keep youngster’s interest, honing
the skills of patience and focus.
The children began the term by learning about winter and polar animals
– building a life-size igloo out of empty
plastic milk containers. Donna Sudar,
director of the Euclid Cooperative Preschool and pre-K teacher, notes, “We
spend a great deal of time learning about
polar animals. The children in the pre-K
class chose a polar animal they are interested in and present a book report to
their classmates sharing important facts
about their animal. The igloo allows
us to learn about how people adapt to
their arctic environment. We read books
about building an igloo and extend our
learning as we build our own.” One parent commented, “All of a sudden my
daughter was acutely interested in hibernation – wanting to understand why
animals were different in that respect.
We took out many books on animal life
during our frequent trips to the Euclid
Public Library.”
In February, they moved on to natural wonders of our Paleolithic world,
learning about dinosaurs with an
optional field trip to the Natural History Museum. Yvonne Debelak, teacher
for the three year olds, explains how the
field trip supports the curriculum. “The
Natural History Museum trip was the
culminating activity that supported and
extended our classroom learning about
dinosaurs. The museum staff provides
young learners hands on opportunities
and real experiences that make such a
positive impression. Haplocanthosaurus sure is huge!”
As spring dawned, the curriculum
focused on weather. The kids tracked
weather patterns, learned about types of
clouds and explored how our ecosystem
is connected to the weather. Sudar notes,
“the Ohio Early Learning Content Standards guide our instruction in all content
areas. Studying the weather provides us
with an opportunity to explore and compare changes in our environment overtime.
We gather information about our weather
over time and then use graphs to organize
our data according to attributes (cloudy

a Success from
Start to Finish
by Laura O’Donnell

Enjoying the Outdoors with Fun and Games

days, sunny days, rainy days).”
With the sun finally shining its light
in Northeast Ohio skies, students turned
their focus to birds, learning about the
life cycle of an egg becoming a bird. Debbie Wachter, teacher for the four year
olds, commented, “We find that young
children are very interested in learning
about birds and their young. We always
start by determining what we know and
then extend our learning through literature, classroom activities, field trips and
special visitors.” The culmination of this
unit included a visit from naturalist, Carol
Ward, of the Cleveland Lakefront State
Park, who taught the children about bird
watching. Ward provides our students
the opportunity to do some indoors bird
watching. Sudar explains, “The children
learn to quietly bring attention to the
bird they observe, use binoculars to learn
more about the appearance of the bird and
through the use of a field guide, identify
the bird and listen to its call. They just love
this activity.”
The year ended with units on habitats
and insects. Each classroom welcomed
a butterfly habitat, where caterpillars
formed chrysalis from which painted
lady butterflies emerged! Visits from the
Euclid librarian, Mrs. Wilson, reinforced
this lesson with stories like “The Very
Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle.
As another successful year winds down,
the students at the Euclid Cooperative
Preschool have learned more than their
ABCs and 123s. They have been enriched
by the world around us and developed a
love of learning about nature – that can
be further developed during the summer
months. In the words of a Euclid Cooperative preschool student, “I love birds. I love
butterflies. I love animals. I love nature!”
The Euclid Cooperative Preschool is a
not-for-profit organization providing educational opportunities for three year olds,
four year olds, and pre-K students, and
welcomes all children and parents regardless of race, creed, sex, national origin or
religious belief. Please contact Donna at
(216) 731-1316 for more information.

A plan for living.

Fortunate Son Jacket Cover

I plan to find joy in the littlest things.

Hospice really is a plan for
living. And the sooner you
call, the sooner we can put
that plan into action. With
emotional support, pain
management, in-home care
and more, we’ll help you
make the most of your time
with family and friends.

For information: 216.383.2222 or 800.707.8922
For referral: 216.383.3700
hospicewr.org

Medicare/Medicaid Certified
Serving Northern Ohio with offices throughout Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake and Lorain Counties.

1
Join the Discussion at: HSPC-100_GrandpaAd4_625x3_5.indd
www.euclidobserver.com
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ment opportunities for women in the
publishing world and launched herself on an entirely different track. She
began taking night school courses
leading to a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from Illinois Institute
of Technology. (While at Ohio State,
Stump notes, she was “the only comp.
lit. major who also seriously studied
calculus, thermodynamics and organic
chemistry.” She graduated from OSU
with Phi Beta Kappa honors in less than
three years.)
Holly, who was represented at the Hall
of Fame ceremony by her father, Carl
Stump, established herself in the world
of integrated circuits during the height
of the technology boom in Silicon Valley.
One of the pioneers of standard-cellbased IC design methodology—which
allowed faster and more reliable design
of new semiconductor chips—Stump in
1987 co-founded a company called Logic
Modeling, for which she set up a sales
and distribution subsidiary in Japan. She
was one of the first female directors that
many Japanese executives had ever had
to deal with.
Now residing in San Jose, Calif., she is
currently vice president for marketing at
Jasper Design Automation, with responsibility for sales in Japan. She is active
in feminist causes, including the Society for Women Engineers. She proudly
notes that she was “the first woman to

•
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On May 10, the students, faculty and
parents of Our Lady of the Lake School
donned their sneakers and took part in
the first ever Our Lady of the Lake PTO
Walk-a-thon. Over 375 people participated in the 1 1/2 mile walk, which
meandered up and down the streets surrounding the school, which is located at
the corner of East 200 Street and Lakeshore Boulevard.
By all standards, the walk, which
took in donations of over $20,000.00,
appears to have been a huge success.
“Obviously, it was a financial success,”
said race co-chair Kay O’Donnell, “but
it was so much more. The kids loved
being outside, and they felt proud to
have been a part of raising the money. So
many people helped to make this event
work. From the donors, to the parent
volunteers who counted money, sorted
t-shirts, made decorations and served
lunch, to the local businesses who sponsored walkers and donated food, to the
residents who decorated their sidewalks,
hung signs, and cheered us on. It really
was a shining example of teamwork.”
Proceeds from the walk will go toward
purchasing book sets for classrooms, as
well as new books for the school library.
In addition, a field trip fund is being
established, to enable each class to take
a field trip next year, at no charge to the
students. The PTO hopes to make the
walk-a-thon an annual event.

Our Lady of the Lake School students Zach Bales,
Mackenzie Flynn, Abigail Kovacic and Erica Roberts
lead the way for students participating in the
school’s first walk-a-thon, which took place on
May 10.
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Close your eyes and wish upon your
car! When you open them, you will
have a clean car and have helped MakeA-Wish® kids and children with cystic
fibrosis across North America!
It’s the third annual CARSTAR Soaps
It Up! Car Wash, North America’s
largest car wash event, which set the
Guinness World Record for “Most Cars
Washed – Multiple Venues” in 2009 by
washing more than 4,000 in eight hours.
Themed “Wash for a Wish” – the
third annual CARSTAR Soaps It Up!
Car Wash to be held locally at Villa
Angela St. Joseph High School will be
part of North America’s largest car
wash event and raise money for our
local Make-A-Wish Foundation and
the VASJ Viking Volleyball teams. In
2009, Action CARSTAR and VASJ kids
helped set the Guinness World Record
by washing more than 4,000 vehicles
during an eight-hour period at all of
the participating locations across the
U.S. For 2011, they will be attempting
to break their own record and set a new
milestone.
Tickets are being sold at Action
CARSTAR Auto Body, 21200 St. Clair
Avenue, Euclid, Ohio (216-486-6161)
and by the volleyball team members for
$10, with 100 percent of the ticket purchase to be split between Make-A-Wish

Foundation and the VASJ Viking Volleyball teams.
Community residents can bring
their cars to the front entrance of Villa
Angela-St. Joseph High School from
10:00am to 4:00pm to have their cars
washed.
More than 140 CARSTAR stores
throughout both countries are expected
to participate in the event.
“We want to help drivers across the
United States and Canada get their cars
ready for the summer driving season
while giving back to the community,”
said Tony Perrino, President of Action
CARSTAR Auto Body, Euclid. “We are
hoping to top our own Guinness World
Record with our effort. Our stores
probably wash more vehicles on a daily
basis as they repair consumers’ cars
than anyone else in North America, so
we’d love to retain our bragging rights
to the world record.”
The CARSTAR partners are sweetening the program with special offers for
participants:
3M Car Care is offering a $6 rebate
on the 3M Scratch Removal Kit to help
drivers keep their paint finish looking
perfect.
CARSTAR is partnering with Hertz,
who is providing an offer of up to $25
off of a weekday or weekend rental with
every ticket purchase.

Cheryl’s Cookies is giving participants six free cookies (shipping and
handling additional charge)
CARSTAR stores in Canada have
been conducting the “Soaps It Up!” Car
Wash for the past six years, and this is
the third time the program has been
done in the United States. In 2009, the
event was the first attempt for any organization to set the record for the largest
car wash across multiple locations.
For more information on the “Soaps
It Up!” Car Wash, visit www.CARSTAR.com. You can find participating
CARSTAR locations and get more information on the program.

and insurance partners and has repaired more
than 2.5 million vehicles since it was founded
in 1989. Our technicians and front office staff
receive ongoing training to ensure they are qualified to work on any vehicle. Customer satisfaction is our number one priority as we consistently
lead the industry in customer satisfaction ratings.



About CARSTAR
CARSTAR Auto Body Repair Experts is the largest
group of branded collision repair facilities in
North America with over 380 locally owned and
operated locations in 30 states and 10 Canadian
provinces. CARSTAR is committed to providing
consistent quality services to our customers

About the Make-A-Wish Foundation
The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes
of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope,
strength and joy. Founded in 1980 when a group
of caring volunteers helped a young boy fulfill his
dream of becoming a police officer, the Foundation is one of the world’s leading children’s charities, with 64 chapters in the United States and
its territories. With the help of generous donors
and nearly 25,000 volunteers, the Make-A-Wish
Foundation grants a wish every 40 minutes
and has granted more than 200,000 wishes in
the United States since its inception. For more
information about the Make-A-Wish Foundation,
visit wish.org and discover how you can share
the power of a wish®.









       


15100 Lake Shore Blvd. Cleveland, Ohio 44110

Now accepting applications!
4 year-old Pre-K Program to 8th Grade
Open Enrollment
Accepts Ed Choice & Cleveland Scholarship
Call the school office to set up a visit or to register

216-486-3587

Peace of mind in this updated Cape ! 2 of 3 bedrooms on main floor! 2 full baths! Family room!
$84,900 Call Vilija N. Klimas (216) 780-2427

Cavotta’s
Garden Center & Urban Farm
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concert, Oct. 23. For more information
on the orchestra, visit www.euclidsymphonyorchestra.com.
Making a surprise appearance was
Desmond Howard (’88) who once scored
five touchdowns in a single game for the
Vikings. He went on to win a Heisman
trophy while playing for Michigan and a
Super Bowl MVP award as a member of
the Green Bay Packers.
During his remarks Howard, who
now works as an ESPN football analyst,
turned to his high school mentor and
declared: “Coach, not only are you loved,
but you are appreciated and respected.”
Citing Gutbrod’s ability to inspire his
charges, Howard noted that “great leaders are able to pull something out of you
that you didn’t know you had in you.”
Another characteristic of a great
leader, he added, is the ability to instill
the desire to succeed. “I never wanted to
disappoint Coach Gutbrod on the football field.”
Howard wasn’t the only ESPN broadcaster to appear at the event. Also among
the speakers were emcee Bob Golic (St. Joe
class of ’75), who played in the NFL for the
Cleveland Browns, and his brother, Mike
Golic, who now stars on ESPN’s “Mike
and Mike in the Morning.”
Mike Golic (’81), who followed his
brother to Notre Dame and later played
for the Miami Dolphins under Don
Shula, proudly recalled that he was on
the Viking squad that gave Coach Gutbrod his 200th victory. “I often get asked
which of my coaches was the most influential,” he said. “And people expect me
to say Don Shula. But, immediately, I say,
‘Bill Gutbrod.’ His values were passed on
to us, whether in football or in life.”
The evening included a balance of
seriousness and humor. Mike Moran
(’69), the former Viking basketball coach
now at John Carroll University, hailed
Gutbrod as “by far the greatest motivator I’ve ever been associated with. At
one pep rally, he reached into his pocket
and pulled out what he said was a letter
from the star player for the team we were
getting ready to play. Then he grimaced
and said, ‘I can’t read it to you -- for your
own welfare.’”
More than one speaker kidded Gutbrod about his exhortations to his
players to “draw blood,”either the opponents’ or their own. Bob Mullin (’88),
now the Vikings’ head wrestling coach,
recalled one halftime speech where Gutbrod told his players that they weren’t

President, Mary Emser

bloodied enough. “Then he pulled out a
huge bottle of ketchup and we got rained
on with ketchup,” Mullin chuckled.
Don Dailey, co-captain of the 1970
St. Joe team, offered another “ketchup”
story involving a hot afternoon practice
session before a game against Euclid.
“There wasn’t enough blood on our uniforms, so out came the ketchup, and we
went into the game that night not only
looking like blood, but also smelling like
blood.”
Appropriately, the dinner’s souvenir
table decorations were large bottles of
ketchup with humorous labels.
On a more serious note, Dailey
announced plans to establish a Bill Gutbrod Scholarship program that would
award four renewable $1,000 scholarships annually to current or incoming
VASJ students. “Every dollar we raise,”
he said, “will be passed on to students
to honor a man who has touched all of
our lives in a positive way.”
Bob Golic echoed that them when
he stated: “Seldom do you encounter
someone who inspires the kind of confidence in yourself that lasts for the rest
of your life. But Coach Gutbrod was
that kind of person.”
Rick Finotti, who guided St. Edward
to a Division I state championship last
fall, described the guest of honor as
“the best coach at one of the greatest
schools in history. You have to understand that it wasn’t only his great locker
room speeches, but things like seeing
Coach at Mass on Sunday…. As a kid,
it was my dream to play for Coach Gutbrod. Growing up, he was a legend in
our household…. We love you, Coach.”
That word “love” kept bubbling up
all evening long.

The cast & crew of the Spring Musical, “Into the Woods Junior.”

VASJ Spring musical,
“Into the Woods”
by Emily Robinson
Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
presented three performances of
the spring musical “Into the Woods
Junior” the weekend of April 29, 2011.
In the musical, classic fairy tales such
as Cinderella, The Baker and His Wife,
Little Red Riding Hood, Jack and the
Beanstalk and Rapunzel all collided for
a magical and imaginative journey that
taught lessons of the power of tolerance,
community and shared sacrifice.
“We went to the play to support the
school. We left THOUROUGHLY and

jun 5
jun 9
jun 11
jun 23
jun 25
jun 30
jul 1–3

11 am–3 pm

guest dJs on sundays

EvEry Saturday
& Sunday!
a la carte table service with meals from $5–$8!
iSS

mothEr’S day
Swing brunch ∙ may. 8

• Vegetable Plants
• Over 40 Types of
Heirloom Tomato Plants

with: ernie krivda & the fat tuesday big band

monthly event

plus: fri. 5 pm–midnight
sat. noon–midnight
sun. noon–3 pm

vintagE ShoppE

• Jams, Jellies & Preserves

specializing in apparel, accessories
& vinyl records of all kinds, located in the beachland!

Lots of Interesting Things Inside!
•

(216) 692-0300

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

special brunch buffet

opEn during moSt
bEachland ShowS

• Fresh Brown Eggs

Cleveland, Ohio 44110

VASJ’s fall play will take place on the
weekend of November 18, 2011.

rockin’
brunch!

• Local Honey

•

Save the Date!

southern culture on the skids, whiskey daredevils
black uhuru (feat. duckie simpson, andrew bees, queen kay), outlaws i & i
new bomb turks, hot cha cha, all dinosaurs, trigger effect
the schwartz brothers
rock n’ roll flea market at waterloo arts festival
cowboy mouth, ingram hill
cuzin dave days americana fest

• Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

19603 Nottingham Road

COMPLETELY entertained. All the
work really paid off! It was Awesome!”
-Coach Babe Kwasniak ‘94
For seniors Amber Allen, Jodie DiDonato, Tim Frey, Laura Gruzinski, Rita
Hidalgo, Terika Hyneman, TJ McGarry
and Ashley Russ, it was there last time as
a cast or crew member on VASJ’s stage.
They will be missed next year!

Ballroom
& Tavern

m
d o n’ t

• Annuals & Perennials

• Large Selection of Herbs

Monday-Friday 9 am-7 pm
Saturday 9 am-6 pm; Sunday 10 am-4 pm
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Action CARSTAR Auto Body and VASJ Viking Volleyball team hold 3rd Annual “Soaps It
Up” National Car wash Fundraiser for Make-A-Wish And Break Guinness World Record!
by Cheryl Cameron

•

J. Laurence Allen & President, Mary Emser

15711 Waterloo rd. Cleveland, oH • 216-383-1124
call us or visit beachlandballroom.com for more info
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com
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School News
What does it mean to serve?
by VASJ students, Kierra Cotton and
Christa White
A group of thirty-seven students from
Villa Angela - St Joseph High School
embodied the definition of “what it
means to serve” by assisting the Lake
County American Legion members
with the decoration of veterans’ graves
at All Souls Cemetery with U.S flags
on Thursday May 26, 2011. Mr. Gary

Lake Catholic Student fulfills
Senior Project at VASJ
by Emily Robinson

VASJ students give back to Veterans this Memorial Day.

VASJ Senior Prom
VASJ students celebrated the end of the year their senior prom Friday the 13th
(May) at La-Vera Party Center in Willoughby. Congratulations to seniors
Bobby Vollman and Marquia Ivey for winning prom king and queen!

Bobby Vollman and Marquia Ivey

Constellation Schools

Collinwood Village Academy
“The Right Choice for Parents and a Real Chance for Children”

716 East 156th Street, Cleveland (located in the St. Mary’s school building)
For more information call 216-451-1717
or visit www.constellationschools.com

Now Enrolling Grade K -3
No Voucher Needed and No Tuition Charged
Small Class Sizes
Academic Excellence
Full Day Kindergarten
Safe Learning Environment
Highly-Qualifed, Certiﬁed Teachers

of two veterans buried at the very same
cemetery, it was an honor and a privilege
to show my support for those heroes,”
said VASJ junior, Patrick Mastalski. “As
an American, I feel it is a fantastic show
of appreciation to all those who have
served and I hope I can do it again.”
Not only did the VASJ students leave
a lasting impression, but were a living
portrayal of VASJ’s service to others.
“Through the inspirational influence of

Mr. Minadeo, I was given the chance to
show why Villa Angela-St. Joseph is so
respected and I’m happy to be a Viking
now and forever,” said VASJ junior
Malik Sullins. “I pray that the families
we touched today are at peace; it was a
proud day to honor these veterans.”
This is only one example of what is yet
to come from the Viking Village. Hail
Red and Blue!

by Emily Robinson

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

Lake Catholic senior, David Petrovic,
completed his Senior Project at VASJ at
the end of April. The goal of the project was to allow seniors to explore their
individual career interests throughout the community. For Petrovic, who
aspires to be a teacher, the choice to
complete the project at VASJ was an easy
one. “The uniqueness and the way people express themselves really drew me to
this school,” Petrovic said.
A son of a St. Joe’s alumni, Frank
Petrovic ‘72, and someone who grew up
in the VASJ neighborhood but had since
moved away, Petrovic was excited for
the opportunity to come back. “It was
great reconnecting with my old friends
and felt really good to be back in my
neighborhood,” Petrovic said.
After his week of student-teaching

•
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Some of the special awards given during the ceremony were:
Valedictorian - Timothy E. Frey
Salutatorian - Laura M. Grudzinski
Phi Beta Kappa - Rita M. Hidalgo
Outstanding Service to the Student Council Timothy E. Frey, president, Jonelle A. Evans
and Andee E. Walker

with VASJ’s Religion teacher Mr. Chris
Janezic, a Lake Catholic Alumni from
1978, Petrovic gained an even greater
appreciation for the students at VASJ.
“They are proud of who they are and
they aren’t afraid to express that,” stated
Petrovic.
Janezic observed the respect Petrovic gained in the classroom and was
impressed with the way in which he
adapted his teaching methods to appeal
to the students. “David inspired the
freshman English and Religion students
to craft rap songs to help the students
learn and appreciate the literary style
of Romeo and Juliet and The Four Gospels,” Janezic said.
VASJ was excited to have Petrovic
in the Viking Village for the week and
wishes him much success with his bright
future in the field of education.

VASJ 3Q honor students
Congratulations to the students selected as Students of the 3rd Quarter:

From left to right: Sophomore Christian Raddell, Senior Bobby Vollman, Freshman Alexus Johnson and Junior
Melvin Burke.

VASJ students raise over $2,000 for City of Children Orphanage
in Matamoros, Mexico
by Emily Robinson

Congratulations to the Villa AngelaSt. Joseph High School Class of 2011
Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
held the commencement ceremony for
the Class of 2011 May 29 at Ss. Robert and William Catholic Church. The
commencement speakers were Meaghan
S. Clemons, Jonelle A. Evans and Robert
J. Vollman.
“VASJ was more than just a high
school for us; it was an extended family.
The building was our home, the teachers were our secondary parents, and our
classmates felt like siblings,” Vollman
said during his speech to the class. “We
all came from different backgrounds of
race, religion, and heritage, but we would
come together as one class. In the VASJ
family, nobody would have a problem
fitting in with others.”
During her speech, Clemons spoke
about the excitement and uncertainty that lies ahead for the graduates.
“Though we will always remember our
friends, teachers, administrators, and
the school itself, we cannot help but be
curious, yet excited as to what the future
holds for us,” Clemons said. “Some of us
have decided to further our education
in different states, but many of us have
decided to stay close to home. Whenever
and wherever our many different career
paths may reunite us, the one thing we
will ALWAYS have in common is we are
Vikings!”
Of VASJ’s graduates, 98 percent are
enrolled in post-secondary education
and over 60 percent of the students
earned more than $3,285,000 in scholarships!
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Minadeo, retired Army veteran, 1974
St. Joseph graduate, and current mathematics teacher, rallied together these
students with his powerful and inspirational ways.
These children made a lasting impression on many of the volunteers, veterans,
and anyone else who was there to witness
their honoring of those who proudly
served our country. “As the grandson

VASJ junior Tim Harrison places a flag at a veterans’ grave - photo by Rose Davis
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Each year during Lent, Villa AngelaSt. Joseph High School holds a Lenten
Mission Collection to raise money
for a worthy, charitable cause, a tradition that dates back to 1987. Being a
co-sponsored school in the Ursuline
and Marianist traditions, VASJ wanted
to support two causes with the money
raised during the Lenten Mission Collection, one supported by each of the
religious orders.
The Lenten Mission Collection
kicked off on Ash Wednesday, and collections were taken each day during
the second period of class. Meanwhile,
Campus Ministry Director, Jill Latkovich was still working hard to find
two worthy causes to support with the
money. At the suggestion of Coach John
Storey SJ ’59, the VASJ Peer Ministers, a
group of students who lead the school in
Faith development, chose St. Joe’s alumnus and former Michigan State football
player, Dr. John Shinsky SJ ’69 and his
City of Children Orphanage in Matamoros, Mexico as the Marianist Ministry
the VASJ Lenten Mission Collection
would support. “John Shinsky is an
example of another Viking ‘legend.’ He
has carried on the spirit of generosity,

dedication, and passion to other parts
of the world,” Latkovich said.
After selecting Shinsky’s orphanage as one of the recipients, Latkovich
was still in search of an Ursuline mission to support with the other half of
the money raised. Sr. Martha Mooney,
Director of the MUSP program at VASJ
suggested Sr. Miriam Fidelis VA ’59.
Although Mooney wasn’t sure of the
details of Fidelis’ mission, she knew her
work was helping children in Texas.
After exchanging several emails with
Fidelis, Latkovich soon realized that
this year’s Lenten Mission Collection
was truly meant to be and that God had
His hand on the plan. Three weeks into
the Lenten Mission Collection, in an
email received from Sr. Miriam Fidelis,
it was disclosed that although she lives
in Texas, she travels on a daily basis over
the Texas/Mexico border to Matamoros, Mexico where she teaches English
and ministers to the children at the City
of Children Orphanage, the same organization. The Ursuline Ministry VASJ
would support was the same orphanage
Dr. Shinsky helped to build and to operate. “I was shocked, amazed, thrilled,
and in awe of this unbelievable one in
a million chance occurrence. I felt this

VASJ Peer ministers present the check of $2,195.37 to John Shinsky SJ ‘69 for the City of Children Orphanage
in Matamoros, Mexico.

was an affirmation that was needed to
prove that we were on the right path,”
Latkovich said.
The VASJ student body raised
$2,195.37 to help John Shinsky and Sr.
Miriam Fidelis and the children in Matamoros, Mexico. On Tuesday, May 17,
2011, Shinsky visited VASJ to accept the
check from the students for his orphanage. During his visit, Shinsky shared
with the VASJ students a presentation
about the work he is doing in Mexico
and how his life lead him to this mission. Once an orphan himself, Shinsky
discussed with the VASJ student body,
the way in which the sacrifices his

Outstanding Service to the Senior Class Melissa M. Erminio and Shayla M. Lang
Ohio High School Athletic Association Scholar
Athlete Award Timothy E. Frey and Rita M. Hidalgo
Ohio High School Athletic Association Archie
Griffin Sportsmanship Award Shayla M. Lang and Chase P. Rutti
Ohio High School Athletic Association Courageous
Student Award - Phillip R. Wellington
Perfect Attendance for Four Years Julia J. Fowlkes

Mr. Gary Minadeo’s
Senior Functions and
Statistics class took
on the daily task of
counting the donations
and creating statistics,
graphs, and charts to
challenge the students
to meet the $2,000
goal. A great example
of VASJ’s teamwork!

St. Angela Award - Sarah E. Rodgers
Blessed William Joseph Chaminade Award Robert J. Vollman

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

mother had made when giving him up
for adoption, taught him some of his
most valuable life-lessons. “My mom
was just an ordinary person, she wasn’t
anybody special. But she taught me
what unconditional love was and she
also taught me that ordinary people can
do extraordinary things,” Shinsky said.
Finally, Shinsky ended his presentation
with an explanation about how his time
as a Viking at VASJ (then St. Joe’s) helped
shape him into the man he is today. “You
might fall down,” Shinsky said, “But you
will get back up because you’re a Viking
and that’s what Vikings do.”
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Euclid School Sports
Lady Panthers sizzle in LEL, District meets
by John Sheridan
When it comes to the running events,
few area track performers can keep up
with the Euclid Panther girls in the
sprints, hurdles and sprint relays. And
girls’ track coach Larry Nosse was
obviously hoping they’d keep up their
sizzling pace at the regional meet at
Austintown Fitch.
In recent weeks, the Lady Panthers
have delighted their coach with one
surprising effort after another—setting new personal records (PRs) and
improving relay times with regularity.
Take the 4x400 relay team, for example. In early May, the quartet of Erin
Rambo, Taylor Rambo, Artia Gunn,
and Tchanavia Spencer won that event
at the Euclid Relays in 4:06.1, a time that
would bring a smile to most any coach’s
face. Then, about a week later, they covered the 4x400 distance in 3:57 flat in
the Lake Erie League championship
meet at Cleveland Heights.
“That was probably the biggest surprise of the LEL meet,” Coach Nosse
says. “They ran a great race and their
time was just seven seconds off the
school record.”
Proving that it was no fluke, the
Euclid girls turned in another superb
performance in the recent Division
I district meet at Mentor—clocking
3:57.4 to beat runner-up Mayfield by a
full seven seconds.
The Rambo-Rambo-Gunn-Spencer
tandem also captured first-place medals in the 4x100 and 4x200 events at
the district meet, giving the Panthers a
sweep of the sprint relays. Adding icing
to the cake, the 4x800 relay squad—
Emily Sweet, Cecelia Kochevar, Emily
Conger and Hannah Mirra—also qualified for the regional meet by placing
third in 10:02.3, slicing 16 seconds off of
their previous best time.

You’d have to guess that, by now,
Coach Nosse has come to expect what
he used to call “pleasant surprises.”
Back at the Euclid Relays, Kochevar,
Conger and Sweet teamed with 400meter ace Taylor Rambo to place second
in the distance medley relay. “They ran
about 40 seconds faster than I thought
they would,” the coach noted.
Sweet, a junior who starred on the
Panther cross-country team last fall,
has likewise been steadily lopping off
chunks of time in her 3,200-meter
events. At the Euclid Relays, she lowered her PR from 11:48 to 11:25, as she
finished second. “That’s a big drop,”
Nosse emphasizes. “Then, she dropped
it another seven seconds-- to 11:18.7—
in winning the LEL meet.”
Not content with that time, Sweet
continued her improvement pace as she
captured the district 3,200-meter crown
with yet another PR time of 11:12.7,
coasting to the finish line a full 26 seconds ahead of the second-place finisher.
No doubt, Panther track fans who
enjoy the speed events can’t get enough
of Artia Gunn, Tchanavia Spencer and
the Rambo girls. At the Mentor district meet, Gunn blazed to a first-place
medal in the 100-meter hurdles n 14.8
seconds—the first time the junior had
ever cracked the 15-second barrier.
Senior Erin Rambo won the 300 hurdles in 46.86 seconds, edging Chardon’s
Kirsten Liggett at the wire.
Erin’s junior sister, Taylor, added to
the Panthers’ point total by placing third
in the 200-meter dash in 25.78 seconds.
Also qualifying for regionals was
Mahogany Stitt, who cleared five feet in
the high jump to place fourth. The top
four in each event advanced. The Lady
Panthers totaled 82 points at the Mentor district to finish fourth out of 14 teams, despite
a lack of firepower in the field events.























718 East 200th Street
216.481.9090
Complete Automotive Repair
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SPORTS SHORTS:

Rough inning ends post-season hopes
by John Sheridan

BIG FINISH – Artia Gunn runs like the wind as she nears the finish line in a relay race at the Euclid Relays in
early May.

The Panther boys’ team didn’t fare
nearly as well at Mentor, finishing in
10th place with 25 points as Glenville
edged Willoughby South, 95-90, for the
district title.
Coach Scott Gay’s team did, however,
produce one regional qualifier in John
Jackson, who posted a fourth-place
finish in the 200-meter dash in 22.7 seconds, just one second off the winning
time of 21.7.
In the LEL championship meet on
May 14, Coach Gay’s crew enjoyed a
larger measure of success, placing fourth
in the Lake Division with 94 points.
(Mentor topped the field with 210.) In
that meet, Javon Johnson earned two
first-place medals—one for winning the
300 hurdles in 40.9 seconds and another
for running a leg on the winning 4x200
relay team. Also contributing to that
relay victory were John Jackson, Carl
Jones and Josh Scott.
In individual events, Jackson placed
second in the 200-meter dash (22.5)
and third in the long jump (20 feet, two
inches). Joe Farley earned a runner-up
medal in the discus with a heave of 1246, and Austin Williams finished second
in the 110 hurdles with a time of 15.9
seconds. Also, the Panthers’ 4x200 relay
unit sped to a first-place finish.
For the girls, Gunn was a double winner in the LEL meet, taking the 100

•

In the months ahead, when the
Euclid Panther baseball players look
back on their 2011 season, chances
are they will recall one inning in particular—an inning in the sectional
tournament game against Willoughby
South. Their hopes for a major upset,
along with their post-season dreams,
unraveled in the bottom of the fourth
when South’s Rebels broke open a
scoreless game with four runs to hand
the Panthers a 4-0 setback and knock
them out of the tournament.
What made that inning, and the
loss, even tougher to swallow was
that Euclid pitcher Johnny Law had
a no-hitter in the works heading into
the fourth. However, a hit in the gap
to center field ruined his no-hit bid.
Things only went downhill from there
as South grabbed a 3-0 lead on just
two hits, compounded by a wild pitch
and an outfield error on what should
have been the final out of the inning.
After a pitching change, a walk with
the bases loaded made it 4-0. Finally,
Panther relief hurler Josh Roberts
ended the inning with a strikeout,

SPRINT QUEENS – The Euclid Panthers’ sprint relay
quartet earned first-place medals at the district
meet in the 4x100, 4x200, and 4x400 relays. From
left to right: Taylor Rambo, Erin Rambo, Artia Gunn,
and Tchanavia Spencer.

hurdles in 15.2 seconds and the 300 hurdles in 46.2 seconds. In the 300-meter
event, Gunn edged teammate Erin
Rambo at the wire to give Euclid a 1-2
finish. Gunn also ran on two winning
relay teams.
Contributing additional points in the
LEL meet were: Erin Rambo, second
in the high jump; Taylor Rambo, third
in the 400 meter dash; and Ashli Price,
third in the long jump.
After the meet, Coach Nosse nominated Gunn for the girls’ Lake Erie
League MVP award. “She should have a
good shot at it,” the coach said.

“GIMME A FAT ONE” – Euclid Panther slugger Sean
Carney looks for just the right pitch to swing at during a sectional tournament battle against Willoughby
South. The Panthers lost the game, 4-0, to end their
post-season hopes. The South Rebels went on to
advance to the regional tournament in Canton.

LOOKING WORRIED – Panther players watched anxiously
from the dugout as the sectional game against
Willoughby South slipped away. The Rebels scored
four runs in the fourth inning to break open what had
been a scoreless battle. Euclid pitcher Johnny Law
began the game by pitching three no-hit innings.
He was relieved in the fourth by Josh Roberts after
South had taken a 3-0 lead. (Photo by John Sheridan)

getting the Rebel batsman to go down
swinging at a fastball.
But South had scored all the runs
it would need, earning the triumph
despite nicking the Panther pitching
crew for just two hits, on a day when
the strong winds blowing in from the
outfield worked to the pitchers’ advantage. In the days that followed, the
Rebels continued their winning ways,
including a 5-2 victory over Mentor in
the district finals to gain a berth in the
Canton regional tourney.
The Panthers, who had taken a 10-7
record into the South game, never
seemed to recover from the loss, as
their hopes of challenging for the Lake
Erie League title also faded away. Their
season ended with a pair of shellackings—by scores of 12-1 and 11-0—in a
double-header last week against Mentor.



VASJ’s Burse captures District 100-meter crown
In a photo finish, Viking speedster
Rodney Burse qualified for the Divi-

sion III regional track meet by winning
the 100-meter dash championship
at the district meet at Independence.
Hitting the tape in 11.29 seconds,
Burse edged a Maplewood runner by
a a mere 2/100ths of a second to claim
the gold medal.
As a team, Villa Angela-St. Joseph
placed eighth at Independence with
33 points, as the Vikings’ 4x200 relay
team also qualified for the regional.
That quartet—Marcellus Embry, Milton Germany, Darryl Jones and David
Lozada—placed fourth in the district
final with a time of 1:32.8. (The top
four in each event advanced.)
Cuyahoga Heights’ relay unit edged
the Vikings by a fraction of a second
to snare the third-place spot. The
event was won by Warren JFK with a
time of 1:30.9.
For much of this spring, Burse
and Lozada have ranked among the
top sprinters in the area. In a listing published by the News-Herald in
mid-May, Burse owned the top 100
dash time (11 seconds flat) and Lozada
headed the 400 dash list with a time of
50.5 seconds.
Other Vikings to appear in the
rankings were: Milton Germany (5-10
in the high jump) and Cierra Boyd
(13.1 seconds in the girls’ 100 dash).

The VASJ baseball team dropped a
pair of North Coast League games in
late May, including a 9-5 loss to Elyria
Catholic which dropped the Vikings’
season record to 8-11, 5-4 in the NCL.
Kevin Koehl was the losing pitcher in
that one.
Also last week, Patrick Laffey homered for VASJ, but it was one of the rare
Viking highlights in a 16-3 league loss
to Trinity. Earlier in May, the Vikings
fell to Cleveland Central Catholic,
15-5, as Phil Wellington doubled
home two of St. Joe’s five runs.
By the way, Wellington, Koehl, and
Laffey were three of the four VASJ
seniors selected earlier this spring
to represent the United States on the
Stars and Stripes football team that

played against a German squad in
Munich, Germany. Michael Brately
was the fourth St. Joe gridder to make
the trip. Viking head coach John Storey served as an assistant coach for the
U.S. team.

Roberts sets pace for Panther softball squad
Samantha (“Sam”) Roberts, a senior
catcher who plans to play softball for
Ursuline College, has made the biggest
impact at the plate this season for the
Euclid Panther softball tearm.
Chosen as one of the News-Herald’s
recent Players of the Week, she belted
two triples and two home runs in a
three-game stretch, during which she
had 9 runs batted in. At last report,
Roberts was batting .523 for the season
with 15 RBI overall. Both Roberts and
Ashley Gaughan (.356 average) earned
spots on the N-H list of area batting
leaders. Pitcher Kate Sudar was fourth
in the strikeout rankings with 80.
In the sectional tournament, Sudar
was the winning pitcher as the Panthers beat Cleveland Heights, 7-0. She
struck out seven batters and drove in
a pair of runs as Euclid improved its
team record to 9-7. Unfortunately, the
Panthers were ousted from post-season play in the sectional final, losing to
Chardon by a 10-0 score.
In a recent regular-season game,
the Lady Panthers fell victim to Mentor, 3-0, as the Cardinals snapped a
scoreless tie with three runs in the
fifth inning. The loss evened Euclid’s
season record at 9-9, 6-4 in the Lake
Erie League. Mentor, in its final season
as a member of the LEL, improved its
league mark to 11-1.

CORRECTIONS: In last month’s Euclid Observer,
the wrong caption was used under the photo taken
during a Panther baseball game against Lorain.
The player in the photo sprinting toward first base
was Randy Wente... Also, the photo credit used
with the pictures taken at the Bill Gutbrod tribute
dinner were mislabeled and actually taken by
Emily Robinson.
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St. Anthony Adult Day Center


















• caring for individuals with dignity, in a safe and secure environment, since 1996
• offering respite to caregivers while providing your
loved one with daytime care and supervision
• a stimulating, home-like environment designed to
enrich the lives of participants by promoting physical,
mental and emotional well-being
• led by professional staff with specialties in social
work, nursing, activities and mental retardation
Call 216.481.4823

19350 Euclid Avenue, Euclid, OH 44117
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Euclid Recreation
It’s not too late to join the Euclid
Birthday beagle Euclid Pony
League extends Panther summer swim team
for special girl
by Kristy Ward
signups

BIRTHDAY BEAGLE For 11-year-old Sarah
Peterson, a fifth grader at Our Lady of the Lake
School, a major highlight of her birthday celebration
last month was a trip to the Euclid Animal Shelter
to pick up her new puppy—the first dog she’s
ever owned. “It’s the best birthday present ever,”
said Sarah as she cuddled her special gift, a
male beagle pup named “Cody,” while staffers at
the shelter sang “Happy Birthday” to her. Cody
will provide both companionship and comfort as
Sarah copes with the challenge of fighting a rare
disease that is expected to require a bone marrow
transplant at some point in the future.

by Joseph Koskovics
The Euclid Pony League has extended
open signups for its upcoming 60th season in 2011. Youth players 13, 14 and 15
years old can register by contacting the
league commissioner Dan Pado. Parents will need to complete registration
paperwork with fee payments before the
season begins. Fees are $125 for Euclid
residents and $150 for non-residents.
Additionally, the league has openings
for teams looking for membership in
a league. Managers may call Pado for
more information. The contact number
is (216) 486-4720. Our email address
is euclidpony@gmail.com. The league
website is euclidpony.org.










Welcoming Patients

Dining Out
Please do not
read this

The Euclid Observer Volume 2

Board Certified in Pediatrics
University Hospitals is pleased to welcome Dr.
Eriks A. Usis. He practices Pediatrics along with
his colleagues as part of University Premier
Pediatricians. Dr. Usis sees patients in Mentor,
Euclid and Concord, and has privileges at
University Hospitals Case Medical Center,
University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s
Hospital and other local area hospitals.
Board Certified in Pediatrics, Dr. Usis received his
medical degree from the Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio. He completed his
residency in pediatrics at UH Rainbow Babies &
Children’s Hospital. Dr. Usis has been practicing
in the community for over 10 years.
Dr. Usis has special interests in asthma, allergies,
care of infants/toddlers and general pediatrics.
He is currently welcoming new patients.

UH Mentor Health Center
9000 Mentor Ave., Suite 100
Mentor, Ohio 44060

UH Concord Health Center
7500 Auburn Road, Suite 2600
Concord, Ohio 44077

440-974-4411

440-974-4411

UH Euclid Health Center
18599 Lakeshore Blvd.
Suite 100
Euclid, Ohio 44119

216-383-7800

My wife and I recently had dinner at
Mama Catena’s. The food and the service were outstanding. Please do not
tell anybody.
If people find out that the newly
remodeled dining room is open for
both lunch and dinner, and that that
totally redone menu lets you select
your pasta and sauce, we won’t be able
to get a table. If folks find out that not
only can you get food to go, but they do
catering and have a cozy dining room,
we won’t be able to find a parking spot
in their convenient parking lot on Babbit Road. Please do not tell anybody
that they have a fantastic selection
of Italian wines by the glass for only
6.50 that domestic beers are only 3.50
and Italian imported beers are
only 4.50.
This family-owned restaurant has been at 711 Babbit
Road for 22 years. Stop in
and see Fran Catena during
lunch, or Rina Catena during
dinner. Their hours are Tuesday 4 to 10, and Monday and
Wednesday through Saturday
11 to 10. To have some of the most
authentic and delicious homemade
Italian food stop in to Mama Catena’s
soon. Just please don’t tell anybody.
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by John Sheridan
Golf question of the month: What
do you do with 3,600 tons of sod? You
know, the stuff they lay down to create
new lawns.
Well, if you’re the management team
at Briardale Greens Golf Course, you
plant most of that sod on top of the
clay base that for years has frustrated
attempts to spruce up a rather unsightly
driving range.
The range, which was closed last September to allow the new sod to take
hold, reopened in May of this year,
much to the delight of area golfers.
In all, Billy Casper Golf, the management firm that contracted with the city
of Euclid to operate the course, invested
approximately $50,000 to bring the
Briardale practice range up to snuff.
In addition to all that new sod, the
range also has new synthetic mats in
the hitting area. Coupled with a layer
of cushioning beneath the mats, the
net effect is to reduce wear and tear on
golfers’ wrists and forearms, explains
Briardale golf professional Adam Westendorf.
“You also get more accurate feedback on your shots,” he adds. “If you hit
a shot a little fat, the ball doesn’t go as

far as it would have from the old, harder
mats. You get the same result you would
get if you hit a fat shot off of grass.”
Westendorf, who was an assistant pro
in Springboro, Ohio, took the Briardale post in 2010 when the Billy Casper
organization assumed responsibility for
managing the course. Patrick (“Pat”)
Kirn, Briardale’s general manager, also
landed in Euclid about the same time.
Kirn had been managing a course
in Jacksonville, Florida. Asked what
prompted him to depart the Sunshine
State for a job in Northeast Ohio, he
quipped: “They promised me that the
weather up here would be perfect. But
what they didn’t say was that it is ideal
only between June and August.”
Interviewed just a few days after the
practice range reopened, Kirn said
he had heard “nothing but compliments” about the improvements. One
of the enhancements was the addition
of five target greens for golfers to aim
at. Another change has been the introduction of extended hours; the practice
range is now open from 7 a.m. to 10
p.m., seven days a week.
“We sell the last bucket of balls at 9
p.m.,” Kirn points out. And, during the
current stretch of longer-lasting day-

A golfer gets the feel of the new driving range mats as he works on his swing.

light, golfers wishing to play a few holes
before sunset will be able to rent golf
carts as late as 8:30 p.m.
Along those lines, Briardale is now
promoting a new Twilight Play and
Practice (TPP) program. For a $29-permonth program fee, golfers will be
entitled to play golf for $10 after 4 p.m.,
with or without a cart. They’ll also get
unlimited range balls for practice sessions at any time of the day, plus special
discounts and TPP-only events and
clinics.
There is one hitch, however. Participants in the TPP program must agree to
pay the $29 monthly fee for a period of
six months.
Players Series
Another new program is the Briardale
Player’s Series, Saturday and Sunday
golf events leading up to a club championship tournament. The events will
feature different formats and include
food and prizes. There is a one-time
sign-up fee of $15. By playing in each
event, golfers will accumulate points
leading to Player of the Year honors.
The next Player’s Series event will be
a two-man Fathers Day scramble June
19, starting at 9 a.m. Other events are
slated for July 17 (2 p.m.) and Aug. 14 (9
a.m.) The series will conclude with the
club championship tournament on Sep.
10-11.

Secret Location

Top secret Dining Room

Junior golf clinics and leagues
Also on tap are Tuesday golf clinics
for juniors, from June 14 to July 19. The
clinics will be held from 9 to 9:30 a.m.
for youngsters ages 10-17, and from 9:45
to 10:15 a.m. for ages 6-9. There is a one-

Briardale Greens golf professional Adam Westendorf (left) and general manager Pat Kirn have been getting
positive feedback about the improvements made to the practice range.
Amazing Pizza

UHhospitals.org

Most major insurances are accepted.
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Golfers: Check out the new programs and upgraded
practice range at Briardale Greens

by John Copic

Eriks A. Usis, MD, FAAP
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Euclid Recreation

Photo by John Sheridan

UH Doctors make the Difference.

Looking for a summer program
for your child that will motivate and
strengthen your child while helping
him or her to become a strong, confident swimmer? It’s not too late to
join the Euclid Panther summer swim
team -- it’s a fun, family-friendly
team that is currently welcoming new
swimmers.
The winning Euclid Panther summer swim team consists of around
100 children from age five to 14.
Swimmers practice on weekdays at
Memorial Pool and then compete in
meets on Saturdays from the middle of June through the first week of
August. Meets are held at Memorial Pool as well as at neighboring
community pools such as Wickliffe,
Willowick, Willoughby, Mentor and
Highland Heights.
Cost to participate in the program
is $60 for residents and $85 for nonresidents. There is also a $50 parent
association fee due by July 30. The
team holds a swim-a-thon each summer to help families off-set the $50
parent association fee. In addition to
receiving a swim team t-shirt, each

swimmer will learn proper stroke
technique from dedicated and enthusiastic coaches.
The first practice, as well as an
informational parent meeting, will
take place June 14 at Memorial Pool at
8:15 a.m.
The team also holds a splash party
at Memorial Pool to kick off the season, a “Carbo” Party to prepare for
the championship meet and a yearend banquet at Tizzano’s Party Center
where swimmers are recognized for
their hard work, dedication and
achievement throughout the summer.
For more information and to register
for the team, go online to http://euclidpanthersssl.webs.com to download the
registration form. Take the completed
form, two forms of identification (such
as a driver’s license and utility bill)
and payment to the Euclid Recreation
Department, located at 585 East 222nd
Street. The Recreation Department
processes forms daily until 5 p.m. and
until 7 p.m. on Tuesdays. Call (216)
289-8114 for more information about
the registration process.

June 2011
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time fee of $30 for the clinics.
Junior leagues will also get under
way on June 14 (likewise on Tuesday
mornings) and run through Aug. 2.
For youngsters aged 10-17, league play
will begin at 9:45 a.m. They’ll play nine
holes of golf, with an emphasis on learning and enjoying the game. The cost:
$10 weekly greens fees after a one-time
$45 sign-up fee. Prizes will be awarded
at the end of the season.
For “super juniors” (the 6- to 9-year
age group) league play will consist
of about three holes of golf, starting
after the older kids have teed off. “The
younger kids will play as many holes as
they can get in between 10:30 a.m. and
noon,” Westendorf explains. “Parents
can plan on picking up all of the kids
at noon.” The $55 sign-up fee for this
group includes all greens fees for the
duration of the league.
Best times for open golders
The 2011 Briardale golf season will
also feature about 30 adult leagues
on various days and at various times,
including the Irish American Club
league on Thursday afternoons. Golfers interested in open play might find it
easiest to secure tee times in the vicinity of 11 a.m. or 3 p.m., depending on
the day, Kirn advises. “And, of course, at
8:30 at night!”
From Monday through Friday, regular (non-senior) greens fees for 18 holes
are $22 for walkers or $35 with a riding
cart. Seniors pay $5 less. Weekend rates
are typically higher, although seniors
get a discount after 2 p.m.
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Fabulous burgers & mouthwatering ribs at Steve’s Grill
by John Copic
Steve’s Grill, a new restaurant on
the corner of Lakeshore Boulevard
and East 266th Street in Euclid, has
opened with rave reviews. Fabulous
Black Angus burgers, mouth-watering baby back ribs, roasted turkey
sandwich and his signature “Monster” grouper fish sandwich are just
some of the menu items that are certain to keep customers coming back
again and again.

Steve Barker, who grew up in the
Grovewood neighborhood, has a family that loves to cook and entertain. At
a young age, Steve was at his father’s
side learning the secrets to excellent
barbecuing while his mother taught
him the art of cooking and baking.
Steve is thrilled to open his new busi-

ness in the community he grew up in
and offer the excellent food he loves to
make.
Steve’s Grill is open seven days a week,
Sunday through Thursday from 10:30
a.m. until 11 p.m.; Steve’s Grill is open
until 2 a.m. on Friday and Saturday.

 
18812 NOTTINGHAM ON THE CORNER OF ST. CLAIR
WE DELIVER TO THE SURROUNDING AREA!

P IZZA – W INGS – S ALADS – S ANDWICHES
MONDAY CLOSED
TUES-WED-THUR 11-9
FRIDAY – SATUR 11-10
SUNDAY 4-8:30
Exp.
4-30-11
Exp. 6-30-11
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Bring this ad to receive 500 Bonus Points • One Coupon per customer

GRAND OPENING!
SWEEPSTAKES
INTERNET
CAFÉ!
PHONE CARDS, PHONE ACCESSORIES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK !!!
19800 South Waterloo Road (South Marginal)

216.531.2236
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

