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Faith in the City in partnership with
MetroHealth Medical Center brings
Free COVID-19 Testing to Euclid, Ohio

By Emily Holody
For the second time in less than a month,
the city of Euclid held free on-site COVID-19 testing for residents in an effort
to combat the pandemic and lower the
amount of documented cases.
MetroHealth, the Cuyahoga County
Board of Health, the Euclid church organization Faith in the City, and state Rep. Kent
Smith, D-Euclid, worked together to bring
community testing to Cuyahoga County,
and specifically Euclid, Ohio.
Faith in the City- Euclid, Ohio is a group
of Euclid Churches in collaboration with
Mayor Holtzemier-Gail and the city of
Euclid, who are committed to working together with each other and the city to make
Euclid a place of welcome for all. Since the
senseless killing of George Floyd, Faith in
the City has focused their energy on finding ways to end social injustice. In June the
group organized a Rally for Change and
has continued to work to find ways to stop
systematic racism and bring COVID-19
testing and voter education to the community.
The COVID-19 testing was held at C.E.
Orr Ice Arena and capped at 150 people.
After checking in, registrants visited popup medical stations where nasopharyngeal
culture tests were conducted very quickly.
The results were ready in 48 to 72 hours.
Faith in the city member Pastor Chris
Smith shared that it was difficult to bring
testing to Euclid, and believes more collab-

oration with other hospitals or community
groups is needed in order for Euclid to get
the kind of testing we need.
“As a faith group, we believe in doing
justly, loving mercy and walking humbly
with God — we believe social justice is a
part of the Christian mandate, and, therefore, we see great disparities in the healthcare system,” she said. There is no shortage
of statistics that discuss the disproportionality of minority persons receiving the
medical services they need in general, and
in particular, as it relates to COVID.
Pastor Chris went on to say, “We really
had to network and navigate to make this
a reality, but we found great partners.” She
added. “we have been very frustrated that
testing has not happened significantly in
Cuyahoga County, in general, (and) that
there was no testing until very recently.
Therefore, we felt it was critical that we offer this testing.”
In the words of Margaret Mead, “Never
doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed, citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”
Thanks to Faith in the City, for reminding
us that a small group can do BIG things.
Watch Euclid social media sites, the city
of Euclid’s website, and the Faith in the
City- Euclid, Ohio Facebook page, in the
coming weeks and months for more information on community testing, voter education, and information on virtual town
halls.

2020 Census Completion Deadline
Is Now Sept 30th
By Greater Collinwood Development
Corporation Staff
U.S. Census Bureau recently announced
that the deadline
for 2020 Census completion is now September 30th, 2020. The
change moves the Census completion
deadline UP from October 31st, a full thirty-one days sooner. It is now more urgent
than ever to talk with your friends, neigh-

bors and families about the importance of
taking the Census. The Census counts every
person living in the United States and five
U.S. territories. The Census occurs once every 10 years and determines how billions of
federal dollars are allocated to communities that US citizens directly and indirectly
benefit from, such as funding for schools,
roads and infrastructure. Response rates
for the City of Euclid, as of August 30, 2020,
currently stand at 61%. We would like to
encourage our entire community to talk
( continued on page 25)

Join Euclid resident Brittainy Quinn
in creating a painted mural along
Babbitt Road

A portion of the eastern retaining wall along Babbitt Road will be transformed later this month by local artist Brittainy
Quinn, her artist team and you! Sign up to help paint at www.cityofeuclid.com

By Allison Lukacsy-Love
Earlier this summer a jury of Euclid residents, business representatives, artists
and city staff selected Brittainy Quinn’s
proposal for a painted mural on one of the
concrete retaining walls near the CSX rail
bridge along Babbitt Road nearby Amazon.
The proposal was selected through a
competitive process in response to a Call
for Artists hosted by Arts Cleveland and
incorporates positive messaging reflective
of the community and Keep Euclid Beautiful’s mission (a committee of the City of
Euclid that is organizing the effort). The

mural communicates sentiments of peace,
unity and beauty and will transform a barren landscape into a colorful gateway into
the city’s industrial and innovation corridor.
The mural will be painted by Brittainy
and a team of artists, including former
students at the Cleveland School of the
Arts where Brittainy is an art teacher. The
mural will be painted on Saturday and
Sunday, September 26th and 27th. One
north-bound lane of Babbitt Road will also
be closed during the weekend for the safety
of the artists painting.
( continued on page 25 )

RITA Tax Battle Takes Center Stage Again
by Kurt Steigerwald
The battle over the administration of Euclid’s Tax Department has returned to City
Hall.
After a contentions campaign, this
past November voters rejected the idea of

turning over Euclid’s Tax Collection responsibilities to the Regional Income Tax
Authority (RITA). With the victory of a
citizen-led campaign to defeat the RITA
effort, in spite of its 5-4 approval by City
Council and the support of Mayor Kristen
( continued on page 22 )

Woody Allen Makes Book on a
Career and Life
by
Michael
Heaton
The Minister
of Culture
I just finished
Woody
Allen’s new autobiog raphy,
“Apropos of
Nothing.” It’s just under 400 pages long and
is by turns entertaining and fascinating. It’s
kind of like two books sewn together. The

first half deals with his upbringing and
early career. Allan Koenigsberg grew up in
Brooklyn, New York. At age 16 he was writing one liners for Broadway columnists of
the day and making more money than his
parents combined. Granted his dad was a
cab driver and waiter who blew his meager
earnings betting on sports. Still $40 a week
was a tidy sum in those days.
His elementary school teachers recommended him for a gifted program at Hunter
( continued on page 25)
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YOUR INDEPENDENT SOURCE FOR
EUCLID NEWS & OPINION
Published monthly with a current circulation of
10,000+ copies. The paper is made available free
of charge and can be found at business locations
within the City of Euclid and on our web site. The
views and opinions expressed in this publication
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions
of the publisher and staff.
Copyright 2014—The Euclid Observer, Inc. All
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden
without written permission.
The mission of The Euclid Observer is to attract,
articulate and amplify civic intelligence and community good will in the City of Euclid and beyond.
BECOME AN OBSERVER!
As a product of citizen journalism, The Euclid Observer is looking for people, ages 3 to 100, to get
involved in the paper and the city. We are looking
for volunteer writers, photographers,designers
and illustrators to help with the production of the
paper. It does not matter if you are a professional
or an amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to
help you through the process.
Register at our website Member Center where
you can submit stories, press releases, letters to
the editor and photos. Go to www.euclidobserver.
com, click on Member Center, sign in, click on
Submit Story, and start writing. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.
You can mail your stories to the Euclid Observer
office at PO Box 17371, Euclid, OH 44117
Next deadline: September 20, 2020
www.euclidobserver.com 216.505.0185

September
greetings!
Thank you
for wearing your
masks, maintaining
social distance and
taking
necessary
precautions to stop
the spread of COVID19! Because of
your diligence Ohio
has moved from the
red COVID warning level to the orange
warning level. This does not mean we stop
taking precautions, but it does mean we are
moving in the right direction! Keep it up!
I want to thank the many residents who
have stepped up to help our community
during the pandemic. Recently, Euclid’s
Faith in the City made COVID testing
available here in Euclid and provided a care
package of information and personal care
items to participants. Euclid Senior Programs provided a free hot meal in partnership with Western Reserve Area Agency on
Aging, Gordon Food Service and Edwins.
In addition to its regular food distribution,
the Euclid Hunger Center has provided
free produce giveaways. The City recently
provided Food Assistance grants to 5 agencies to expand their food service programs

to our residents. For these and the many
everyday examples of residents and businesses helping each other – I thank you and
am truly grateful for the shared sense of
community responsibility!
There are 2 very important things I am
asking you to do – if you have not already
done them:
• Complete the 2020 Census. There is
less than 30 days left. You can complete it online at 2020census.gov or by
phone at 844-330-2020. Make sure you
are counted – important funding and
community programs depends on the
results!
ª Register to vote or update your voter
registration if you have moved. Election Day is November 3, voter registration is available through October 5th.
Your vote matters!
I am excited to participate in our next
community mural project sponsored by
Keep Euclid Beautiful and funded with a
grant from Sherwin Williams. The mural
is designed by Euclid resident and Cleveland School of the Arts teacher Brittany
Quinn with the message “Discover the U
and I in Euclid.” This public art project
will take place on Babbitt Rd. the weekend
of September 26th – if you want to be part

of this “Do Beautiful Things” project, call
216-289-2786.
I have been noticing an increase in the
amount of litter throughout the community. This is our home - we all need to
have pride in our community! If we all do
our part, it will make a difference. Please
help by committing to the following:
• Do not litter – only place garbage in appropriate containers
• Teach your children / grandchildren not
to litter
• Pick up in front of your house, your business or on your street
• Volunteer with Keep Euclid Beautiful for
a community pick-up
• Join Keep Euclid Beautiful to help plan
beautification efforts
I truly appreciate the Euclid Observer
for bringing current news to our residents.
COVID has made it difficult to get the paper in resident’s hands and we regularly
hear that people do not know what is happening– so we are working to be able to
provide the Euclid Observer to each resident through the mail. Watch your mailbox in October for the latest edition!
Take care!
Mayor Kirsten Holzheimer Gail

“Faith in the City, Seeking to Do Good in the City of
Euclid and Beyond…”

Email us at EuclidObserver@Gmail.com
PUBLISHER John Copic

ADVERTISING
John Copic, 216.505.0185
WEBMASTERS Dan Ott, Jim O’Bryan
The Euclid Observer is powered by: AGS

By Pastor Chris Smith, Senior Pastor, Restoration Ministries of Greater Cleveland, Inc.
On Friday, August 21st, 2020, Faith in the
City, in collaboration with Euclid City
Hall, MetroHealth Medical Center and
Cuyahoga County Board of Health, offered free COVID-19 testing to the City of
Euclid and beyond. Individuals desiring to

be tested did not need to
have a prescription or specific symptoms. The only
requirement was that they
pre-register.
The testing was offered
in a “drive-thru” fashion as
well as “walk-ups.” Packets
containing masks, handsanitizers, gloves, voter
registration and census
information were also distributed. Many have been
concerned that Cuyahoga
County was without testing for months, despite the
fact that the County was
given the 2nd highest level
alert for the virus. In an effort to address this concern in the City of
Euclid, Faith in the City worked diligently

to collaborate with partners to offer testing
to our residents and surrounding areas. In
keeping with the scriptural guidance to “do
justly, love mercy and walk humbly with
God,” (Micah 6:8) Faith in the City strives
to be a blessing, promoting the “beloved
community” concept. We do so through
addressing social justice matters such as
food insecurity, voter suppression, education, health care disparities, and issues
concerning brutality and law enforcement
in communities of color. We were honored
and surprised when we received a letter of
commendation from The Ohio House of
Representatives, presented by Representative Kent Smith, of the 8th District! Faith
in the City is a religious organization comprised of churches, clergy and faith leaders
across the Greater Euclid area.
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by Ashley Gowens
Virtual Family Fun Storytime
Every Tuesday @ 10:30 AM & 6:30 PM
Every Thursday @ 10:30 AM
Children of all ages and their caregivers
are welcome to attend this storytime full of
stories, songs, and rhymes.
Virtual Reading Buddies
Every Thursday @ 4:00 PM
One on one reading practice for grades K-3.
Instagram Live Book Talks with Mr. Ray
and Ms. Temah
Thursday, September 10 | 6:00 PM
@euclid_library on Instagram Live
Join Ms. Temah and Mr. Ray on Instagram
Live as they talk about some of their favorite young adult books and novels.
Virtual Meditation Station
Thursday, September 10 | 7:00 PM
Let’s learn the basics of what meditation
is, how it can be helpful when trying to
overcome obstacles, and do a short, guided
meditation together. For children of all
ages and their families/caregivers.
Virtual Youth Activism: Be the Change
You Want to See
Friday, September 11 | 5:00 PM
Do you want to see changes in your community but don’t know where to start? Hear
from local teens who are doing it! Join us
to ask questions, get advice, and learn all
about activism!
Virtual Dog Man Trivia
Monday, September 14 | 4:00 PM
How much do you know about the Dog
Man graphic novel series? Test yourself
against others in this interactive quiz game.
All ages but ideal for grades 2-6.
Instagram Live from the Teen Section
Tuesday, September 15 | 4:00 PM
@euclid_library on Instagram Live
We will have conversations with professionals who have taken various paths to
arrive at their careers. Our goal is to put
their inspiration on display so that it has a
chance to inspire you. Today Mr. Ray will
be speaking with Euclid’s own Sha Johnson, owner of Infamous Barber and Beauty.

Accepts Most Major Insurance* Cash
BWC * Personal Injury * Auto Accidents
Digital X-ray
Free Consultations
www.infieldchiropracticclinic.com

22570 Lakeshore Blvd. Euclid
Just West of Atlas Cinema, Downtown Euclid
Member Euclid Chamber of Commerce

Virtual Mad Science
Wednesday, September 16 | 4:00 PM
Is it magic? No! It’s science! Calling all aspiring mad scientists to join us as we do experiments that are so incredible they seem
like magic. Visit www.euclidlibrary.org/
libcalendar for a list of supplies.
Virtual A Place to Be LGBTQ+ Program
Friday, September 18 | 4:00 PM
Are you LGBTQ+ or an ally? Join us for a
virtual place to be yourself and share your
gifts with others. We’ll break the ice with
fun activities, share stories, and discuss
representations of LGBTQ+ individuals
and issues in books and media. Come as
you are!
Virtual Yoga Storytime
Monday, September 21 | 10:00 AM
Join us for a special storytime that will
get your body moving and stretching. Designed for kids Pre-K to 1st grade, this storytime will help develop body awareness,
mindfulness, and a sense of calm. Parents
and caregivers are also welcome to participate. No yoga mat needed, just an open
patch of floor to sit on.
Virtual First Chapters
Wednesday, September 23 | 4:00 PM
Don’t know what book to read next? Still
trying to find your favorite book? Join Ms.
Jessica and she’ll help you find new books
and you can discuss your favorites with
peers.
Virtual Antiracist Jeopardy
Thursday, September 24 | 4:00 PM
It’s the game we all love! Don’t miss out
on an afternoon of fun and learning as we
define terms like “ally” and “microaggression”. Winners will receive a prize!
Virtual Dinosaur Storytime
Monday, September 28 | 4:00 PM
Dinosaurs! Join us as we learn about some
of the many different dinosaurs with stories, songs and fun. All ages.
Registration required for all programs.
Please visit www.euclidlibrary.org/libcalendar for a complete listing of virtual
programs and to register.

Computer Reservations Now
Available at Euclid Public Library

Fresh
FreshFood
FoodFast
Fast
No MSG

FRESH MEXICAN GRILL

Vegetarian
VegetarianFriendly
Freindly

Chili peppers gives you a choice of over 30 fresh items
to choose from to customize your dining experience
869 East 185th • 216.531.2300
Hours Monday - Saturday 11am - 10pm, Sunday 12pm - 8pm

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

by Ashley Gowens
Euclid Public Library now offers one-hour
computer reservations to the public.
To support the CDC’s social distancing
recommendations, Euclid Public Library
will provide three computers to the public.
The library will only accept one person per
reservation in the computer lab and accommodate only one person per household.
Patrons are required to wear masks in the
computer lab and the library at all times.
Computer access is available by appointment only. Patrons may only reserve a computer for up to one hour each day.
One-hour computer reservations will begin at 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 1:30
PM, and 3:00 PM, Monday through Thursday.
Friday appointments will begin at 9:00
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AM, 10:30 AM, and noon.

THERAPIES:
*Deep Soft Tissue Work
*Individualized Active Care Plans
*Electrical Stimulation
*Ultrasound
*Inter-segmental Traction

216-938-7889
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September Young Adult &
Children’s Virtual Programs

Call 216-261-5300 x 5196 or visit www.euclidlibrary.org
to reserve a computer today.

ADJUSTING TECHNIQUES USED:
*Palmer Package
*Thompson Drops
*Gonstead
*Flexion –Distraction
*Activator

•

Saturday appointments will begin at 1:30
PM and 3:00 PM.
After each hour session, the computer
area will close for thirty minutes for cleaning.
Patrons can make appointments no more
than one week in advance. Staff will schedule appointments by phone or chat using
the “Chat With Us” feature at www.euclidlibrary.org.
A copy of the day’s reservations will be
available at the lobby tables. Guest passes
will be provided at each computer at the
start of each one-hour session.
Sessions will conclude at the end of the
one hour, no matter what time patrons signon. Please adhere to the one-hour limit to
ensure library staff has enough time to clean
the computer lab for the next appointments.
Patrons are permitted up to $5.00 in
printing per day at no cost. Instructions to
print will be available at each station.
Same-day appointments may be available,
but not guaranteed.
For more information about computer
reservations, please call 216-261-5300 x 5196
or visit www.euclidlibrary.org.

One Community Reads Presents
Facebook Live with Saeed Jones and
Jewell Parker Rhodes

by Ashley Gowens
In conjunction with One Community
Reads, Euclid Public Library presents two
Facebook Live events with award-winning
authors and social activists, Saeed Jones,
and Jewell Parker Rhodes.
Join us for a conversation with author
Saeed Jones who won the Kirkus Prize for
his memoir How We Fight for Our Lives,
on Thursday, September 17 at 7:00 PM,
moderated by Phyllis Seven Harris, Executive Director of The Lesbian Gay Bisexual

Transgender Community Center of Greater Cleveland.
Euclid Public Library will also host
New York Times bestselling author Jewell
Parker Rhodes on September 30, 2020, at
6:30 PM, to discuss her latest middle-grade
novels, Black Brother, Black Brother, and
Ghost Boys, as well as a moderated Q&A
session.
Both events will appear on Facebook
Live at their respective times. To join, visit
facebook.com/euclidpubliclibrary.

September Adult Virtual Programs
by Ashley Gowens
Virtual Book Discussion: What My
Mother and I Don’t Talk About by Michele Filgate
Wednesday, September 2 | 6:30 PM
Virtual View from the Top of Au Sable
Light Tower
Thursday, September 3 | 2:00 PM (via Microsoft Teams with live captions)
Join a park ranger from Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore for a virtual climb to the
top of Au Sable Light Tower along Lake Superior. Learn about the dangerous nature
of our biggest Great Lake and the importance of these remote lighthouses.
Virtual Yoga Class
Saturday, September 5 | 10:00 AM
Virtual Cleveland at War with Western
Reserve Historical Society
Tuesday, September 8 | 6:30 PM
Learn about how Cleveland’s industrial
power made key contributions to both
World Wars. Hear the stories of prominent
Clevelanders and local heroes who helped
achieve victory and explore some of the
treasures of the Western Reserve Historical
Society’s military collections.
Virtual Getting Started with Medicare
Wednesday, September 16 | 6:00 PM
If you are approaching age 65 or going on
Medicare for the first time, this is your opportunity to gain a basic understanding of
how Medicare works and how it affects you.
Laura Mutsko is this evening’s presenter.
Virtual Event: Starting or Fixing Your
Bullet Journal

Tuesday, September 22 | 6:30 PM
COVID-19 has thrown everyone into a
tizzy when it comes to planning. Now it’s
time to salvage your plans and your journal. This program will help with the basics
of starting a bullet journal and fixing one
if you started one at the beginning of the
year.
Virtual Book Discussion: Such a Fun Age
Wednesday, September 23 | 6:30 PM
Registration required for all programs.
Please visit euclidlibrary.org/libcalendar
for a complete listing of virtual programs
and to register.

September is
Library Card
Sign-Up Month

Vist Euclid Public Library the month of September to
sign-up for a library card.

Complete Your Census by September 30
by Ashley Gowens
The 2020 Census is underway, and it’s your
chance to shape the future for yourself,
your family, and your community. Information collected in the census informs
how billions of dollars in federal funding
are distributed to states and communities
each year.

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

The deadline to complete your 2020 Census is Wednesday, September 30, 2020. You
can respond online, by phone, or by mail.
Regardless of how you choose to respond,
your information will be kept confidential.
Visit 2020CENSUS.GOV or call 844-3302020 to complete your Census today.
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Hogsett’s roof anemometer

by Emily Holody
When Shore Acres resident and local hobbyist Weatherman Bill Hogsett moved onto
the lake in 2005, he found a great way to
combine his hobby of computers and computer programming with his new interest
in Lake Erie and the weather patterns in his
neighborhood.
Hogsett, a retired corporate lawyer, decided to invest in a personal weather station.
He was fascinated with the idea of getting
the most accurate weather forecast possible.
“A lot of the time even six blocks inland, the
weather pattern is totally different,” shared
Hogsett. With your own personal weather
station, you can receive the most accurate
information out there.
Every six to seven seconds the weather
is updated. This is done from a pole in
Hogsett’s backyard, on the pole are devices
that measure rainwater, temperature, and
humidity. He also has a large seven-foot anemometer on his roof that measures wind
speed and patterns. The weather station
console is located inside the house and measures barometric pressure. All of this data
is then transferred wirelessly to the weather

Stepping Ahead Learning Center @
Kiddie City

by Sherrie Zagorc
Kiddie City is now offering a new program
to assist and guide school age children K
through 3rd grade. Teachers will be available in small classrooms of 9 students to
help children with virtual learning and
staying on task. We will also be providing
breakfast, lunch and snack. Two options

7:30 am to 5:30 pm full day or call Dayna
White, director about our part day option.
Kiddie City Child Care Community
280 E. 206th St. Euclid, Ohio 44123
Phone: 216.481.9044 Business Cell: 440549-4008
Email: kiddiecity@kiddiecityeuclid.org
Website: www.kiddiecityeuclid.org

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Full- Service Mowing
Fall and Spring Cleanups
Shrub Maintenance
and Removal
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
SENIOR DISCOUNTS PROVIDED
FALL CLEANUPS BOOKING NOW!!
Call to Request Free Quote
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If a simple visit to the
bathroom has you seeing red,
don’t ignore it. Blood in your
urine (hematuria) can be a
sign of a serious problem, so
you should see your doctor
right away.

by Deborah Kramarz
I went to dig out weeds that had grown so
high, in one of Euclid’s many Adopt-AGardens. Tufts of flowers maintained by
volunteers. Volunteers who love living in
this community, and want to show it off.
To my relief I came to view a leveled
scene. Where the thisles had taken over,
someone else had gone this way before. Because of Covid-19, I would work the garden,
as they had worked, alone.Sigh.
And then there passed by a stranger, going round and round, picking litter off the

ground.
He turned and spoke to me. His name
he said was Dan. He, from sheer morning
gladness at the brim, was out donating his
time to keeping Euclid clean. He said it was
a usual thing for him.
I thought of Robert Frost’s words and
smiled. henceforth I worked no more alone.
People work together, I felt in my heart,
whether they work together or apart.
Inspired by and including words from
Robert Frost’s poem - The Tuft of Flowers

Ohio Must Have A Clean Energy Future
by Representative
Kent Smith
Since our last
Statehouse update, we have
changed Speakers in the Ohio
House because
Larry Householder has been accused of
engaging in what the US Attorney for the
Southern District of Ohio described as,
“Likely the largest bribery, money laundering scheme ever” in Ohio history.
At the heart of the $60 million dollar
bribery charges are an apparent dirty deal
to bail out unprofitable FirstEnergy nuclear
and coal plants through legislation titled
House Bill 6.
Beyond this most recent Statehouse
scandal, I would argue that a clean energy
future is critical to Ohio. The question
Ohioans need to ask themselves is do you
want clean energy to power our economic
future or do you want to remain in the
smog age?
To illustrate that point, let me offer the
theory of ‘sunrise industry vs sunset industry’.
The Japanese used this illustration to
describe what is a growing economic sector versus a declining economic sector.
We all know that economies and markets

change. We want to be where the economy
is growing. It is perilous for your region to
be dominated by sunset industries.
One of the best examples of the sunrise
vs sunset analogy is Fortune 500 lists. Who
is on it now – who was on it 30 years ago –
who will be on it 30 years in the future?
The need for electricity will not decrease
as Earth’s population grows. The economic
opportunity of renewable power, a more
flexible grid and clean transportation are
limitless. These markets should be pursued not shunned. Ohio currently trails
our Midwest neighbors by a factor of 3x or
4x in wind power wattage. The wind industry believes Ohio has 10 times the capacity
than we are currently producing. That’s $3
billion dollars’ worth of paychecks NOT
being cashed in Ohio. These expanding,
sunrise markets would cause employment
growth. The Bureau of Labor Statistics says
two of the biggest job growth occupations
in next ten years will be wind turbine tech
and solar panel installer. Future Fortune
500 lists will be powered by clean energy.
Ohio companies need to be on that list.
State Representative Kent Smith represents Ohio’s 8th House District which
includes Beachwood, Euclid, South Euclid,
Richmond Heights, East Cleveland, Woodmere Village, and a little bit of the City of
Cleveland.

McBiLL’S Beverages

Frank Jevnikar, MD
Cleveland Clinic
Euclid Hospital

You may see a range of colors
– from pink or slightly dark
urine to bright red or colacolored liquid. You may also see clots, which can
come from the prostate, urethra, kidneys or ureters
(tubes connecting the kidney to the bladder).
Blood in the urine may show up over a long time,
come and go, or happen just once.
“Blood in the urine is often due to a benign condition,”
says urologist Frank Jevnikar, MD, at Cleveland Clinic
Euclid Hospital. “However, it can also signal bladder
or kidney cancer, both of which are more common
in men. It’s important to see a physician for further

Top tips to cope
with hay fever.

Ronald Purcell, MD
Cleveland Clinic
Willoughby Hills Family
Health Center

examination and appropriate treatment.”
Common causes of hematuria may relate to:
• Urinary tract infection (UTI) or urinary stone disease
• Kidney stones or kidney disease
• Inherited conditions, including sickle cell disease
• Vigorous exercise
• Medications such as aspirin or blood thinners
If you are examined by a urologist, they will likely
examine your upper urinary tract using a scan with
dye that gives images from your kidneys to your
bladder. This can check for stones, tumors or other
abnormalities.
He or she will check the lower urinary tract with a
scope that looks at the bladder, prostate and urethra.
Your doctor also may perform other tests, such as a
test for prostate cancer, as needed.
To schedule an appointment with a urologist, call
216.444.5600.

CLEVELAND CLINIC CHILDREN’S

Nationally ranked in 10 of 10 pediatric specialties.

•
•
•
•

Cleveland Clinic Children’s earned
national recognition from U.S. News
& World Report in 10 out of 10
specialties in the 2020-21 edition
of “Best Children’s Hospitals”
making us the only hospital in
northeast Ohio nationally ranked in
all 10 children’s specialties:
• Neonatology (14)
Cancer (17)
• Nephrology (35)
Cardiology &
• Neurology &
heart surgery (15)
neurosurgery (25)
Diabetes &
• Orthopedics (26)
endocrinology (44)
• Pulmonology (32)
Gastroenterology &
• Urology (23)
GI surgery (12)

“We are incredibly honored to be recognized by U.S.
News & World Report,” says Karen Murray, MD,
Chair of Cleveland Clinic Children’s. “This is a reflection

of the dedication, compassion and hard work of our
caregivers to provide the best high-quality care to
our patients and their families. While COVID-19 has
transformed our world and the healthcare industry, it
has not and will not impact our mission to continue to
provide world-class care.”
Quality and safety have always been a priority at
Cleveland Clinic Children’s. We now have even more
safety precautions at every location, so all you need to
worry about is the health and wellness of your child.
Learn more about the steps we’re taking to keep you
safe at ClevelandClinic.org/Coronavirus.

Nice weather and
sunshine sounds like
a recipe for – disaster?
That can be the case
if you have seasonal
allergies. During the
warm months in
Northeast Ohio, trees,
grasses and weeds
bloom and flourish.

When plant pollen is
inhaled, histamine is released in the body
triggering allergic rhinitis – or hay fever. Itchy
eyes, a scratchy throat or a runny nose are all
signs of hay fever season.
“The body views pollen as an invader.
Antibodies and histamines are released by
the immune system as a form of defense,”
explains Ronald Purcell, MD, an allergy and
immunology specialist at Cleveland Clinic
Willoughby Hills Family Health Center.
Dr. Purcell offers these top three tips to curb
allergy symptoms:
1. Rinse and repeat. Irrigate your nasal
passages with saline solution to rinse out
allergens and relieve congestion.
2. Keep your windows closed. “Avoid fans if
possible; they tend to stir up dust. Set your
car air conditioning to recirculate air when
you’re driving alone,” advises Dr. Purcell.
3. Take a shower. Shower after outdoor
activities to wash off pollen that may have
accumulated.
If these simple tips don’t seem to control
hay fever symptoms, an allergy test may
be beneficial. An allergist can guide you to
the proper over-the-counter medication or
prescribe something to clear up symptoms.
Additionally, some allergy suffers may develop
asthma.
“No one wants to stay inside when the
weather is nice. An allergist can help
craft a medical plan to keep your allergies
under control during hay fever season and
throughout the year,” says Dr. Purcell.
To make an appointment with Dr. Purcell
or another Cleveland Clinic allergy and
immunology specialist, call 216.444.6503.

For an appointment with a Cleveland Clinic
Children’s pediatrician or pediatric specialist, call
216.444.KIDS. Cleveland Clinic Children’s offers
in-person and virtual appointments.

CLEVELAND CLINIC ARTHRITIS WEBINAR

Myth busters: The truth about arthritis causes and treatments.
Thursday, September 23, 2020 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.
During this free virtual event and live Q & A, a
board-certified specialist will answer your questions
about:
• Managing symptoms during the COVID-19
pandemic
• Effective arthritis treatment strategies
• Diet, exercise and lifestyle choices to support your
health

Wine tasting every
Friday from 4-7pm

Preregistration is required. Register today:
ClevelandClinic.org/ArthritisExpo
Sponsored by Cleveland Clinic and the Arthritis
Foundation Inc. For more information, call the
Arthritis Foundation at 216.359.7152.
For the latest bone and joint health news, visit
ClevelandClinic.org/InMotion to sign up for the
InMotion e-newsletter.

Ranked one of the top hospitals in Ohio.

Because the world class care you deserve is close
to home, at Cleveland Clinic Hillcrest Hospital.

10% off import wines
on Mondays till
December 31st 2019

U.S. News & World Report 2020-21

See how we safely care for you
HillcrestHospital.org

(216) 313-8981
Say the Observer sent You!
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Men: Is there
blood in your
urine? What you
need to know.

Pole in the back yard used to measure
various parts of the weather.

station console and Hogsett’s computer.
From there, the data is passed through
software that pumps the information out to
public websites for all to enjoy.
Hogsett’s main website can be viewed at
http://billhogsett.com/weather. This site
includes unique Lake Erie information,
capturing wave height and strength as well
as water temperature, from a buoy located
in Lake Erie on the far east side of Cleveland. Hogsett offers an online weather
forecast option that is specific to phones at
http://billhogsett.com/wd/pwsWD/.
“With the internet, we all have easy access to weather information. What my sites
provide is information specific to Collinwood-actually Shore Acres. So, the weather
information is going to be much more accurate much of the time compared to what
an app would show for Cleveland” Hogsett
shared. If you are planning an event or just
looking for the most accurate Collinwood
weather information, be sure to check out
Hogsett’s sites, and pack that umbrella if it
says you need it, you now know the forecast
is right!

•

ADVERTISEMENT

Unique Shore Acres Weather Station I Felt a Kindred Spirit
-Shares Accurate Information to All

Local weather enthusiast
Bill Hogsett
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As more people need help due to
COVID-19, Legal Aid continues to
expand
by Danilo Powell-Lima
The economic impact of COVID-19 caused
more people to become eligible for free legal assistance from The Legal Aid Society of
Cleveland. As a result, Legal Aid is taking
on an increased number of cases, especially
in the areas of housing law and employment law. Already, compared to the same
time last year, the organization has seen a
25% increase in landlord-tenant cases and
a 46% increase in work-related issues such
as unemployment.
Legal Aid is open and available to both
new and returning clients, offering online
intake 24/7 and phone intake during certain business hours. Hundreds have already
benefitted from Legal Aid’s assistance and
representation during the pandemic.
One person Legal Aid assisted recently
is Melissa Benjamin (name changed to
protect privacy). Melissa lives with her husband and their three children. She worked
as a Lyft driver to make ends meet, but lost
her income when Ohio’s “stay at home” order took effect in March. Unable to make
the family’s mortgage payments, Melissa
contacted Legal Aid. Her attorney knew
that the CARES Act prevented banks from
filing new foreclosures, so she submitted a

forbearance request, which was quickly approved. Thanks to Legal Aid’s intervention,
the Benjamin family is safe in their home
as their payments are deferred, giving them
time to save.
Anyone struggling with a legal issue
that threatens a basic need such as shelter,
income, health, safety, or access to education should contact Legal Aid. A toll-free
phone line, 888-817-3777, is available from
Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 9:00am
to 4:00pm, and 9:00am to 2:00pm on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. To apply for help
through online in-take, available 24/7, visit
lasclev.org/contact/.
For renters with questions about Ohio
housing law and their rights, Legal Aid’s
Tenant Information Line is available.
Cuyahoga County tenants can call 216861-5955. Ashtabula, Lake, Geauga and
Lorain County tenants, call 440-210-4533.
If you are working or are recently unemployed, call Legal Aid’s Worker Information Line for answers to work-related
questions. Leave a message at any time,
and a specialist from Legal Aid will return
your call within 1-2 business days, between
9:00am and 5:00pm. All Legal Aid services
are free of charge.

COVID-19 Evictions Could Leave
More Women Without a Vote

Lynn Rodemann, 39, stands in front of a mural on E.
55th and Fleet Avenue created by local artist Scott
Pickering in Slavic Village. (Courtesy Autumn Bland)

Chris Mobley, Nicole “Nic” Abraham and Maria
Garcia-Olalla (left to right) walk up East 63rd Street
in Cleveland’s Slavic Village neighborhood on July
29th. They are part of an effort by University Settlement and Slavic Village Development to check on
residents and pass out resource packets with information about the neighborhood food pantry, rent
payment assistance and how to apply for an mail-in
ballot to vote in the November presidential election.

by By Malcolm Burnley and Rachel Dissell,
The Fuller Project - This story was originally
published by The Fuller Project, a nonprofit
newsroom reporting on issues that affect
women.
Lynn Rodemann walked up the driveway, a
mask fixed tightly to her face.
A mother of five welcomed her into the
backyard, where she was cleaning up the
colorful, damp decorations from a child’s
birthday party the evening before.

Nicole “Nic” Abraham, a resident and board member at Slavic Village Development, leaves a resource
packet on a porch during a community outreach session with University Settlement in the neighborhood
in August. (Rachel Dissell)

Rodemann, a community outreach specialist, is part of a pandemic response team traversing Slavic Village to check on residents
and offers information on a rent assistance
program – and an application to vote by
mail in the upcoming November presidential election.
Working the overnight shift as a corrections officer at a women’s prison during a
pandemic, coupled with limited child care
options is a daily struggle, the woman said.
“You could see how tired she was,” says
Rodemann, who broke social distancing
protocol to give the woman, who started to
cry, a hug. “I was so devastated for her.”
After that encounter, she wondered how
a mom like the one she had met could have
any energy left to worry about voting. A few
days later, Rodemann returned to the home
with a care package: masks, alcohol wipes
and a thermometer.
“If there’s a possibility that they’re losing
their house, they don’t give a shit about voting,” says 39-year-old Rodemann, who has
worked for Slavic Village Development in
the historic but under-resourced neighborhood for six years.
“They’re worried about keeping a roof
over their head and still eating.”

East Shore United Methodist
Church Continues Drive in Service
and Soups on Mission

by Emily Holody
If you have driven down Lakeshore Blvd. on
Sunday mornings this summer, you might
have caught a glimpse of church members
in the parking lot or heard a few songs
being sung. Eastshore United Methodist
Church has been hosting members of the
community and parishioners in a Drive-In
Service each Sunday at 10:30 am. Guests
are asked to stay in their vehicle and wear
a mask. There is limited socially distanced
seating outside for guests who come by bus
or on foot. Services will continue to be in
the parking lot for the month of SeptemAnd just as fears of evictions remain in
thiscommunity 10 minutes south of downtown Cleveland, it’s a concern facing thousands of Americans nationwide.
Policy experts predict an “avalanche” of
evictions to hit low-income renters across
the country this fall. Women are expected
to be the majority of the30 to 40 million
Americans at risk of eviction by year’s end,
according to findings from the Aspen Institute. If income-insecure women face losing
their homes - and access to a stable address
to receive voting registration, ballots, applications, and critical change-of-address
forms - this could impact how many of
them vote in the upcoming presidential
election, experts say, adding this could also
have a significant impact on the outcome of
the November election.
“These aren’t issues that people look at
together, but they should be looking at together,” says Shailly Gupta Barnes, policy
director for the Poor People’s Campaign
and the Kairos Center.
A recent NPR analysis found neighborhoods with higher evictions had lower
voter turnout than the rest of the city, including other low-income neighborhoods.
In Slavic Village, the worry is that voter
turnout, which hasn’t rebounded from the
last housing crisis more than a decade ago,
could get worse. In 2016, only 38.5 percent
of eligible voters cast ballots, thesecondlowest among neighborhoods in the city.
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County have
allotted $18.1 million in federal CARES Act
and Community Development Block Grant
money to help renters. As she goes doorto-door, Rodemann and others spread the
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ber. All are welcome and the church will
begin each Sunday at 10:30 am. East Shore
United Methodist Church plans to return
to traditional indoor services, that will be
socially distanced, and masks will be required on Sunday, October 4th, 2020.
Each Wednesday from 4:30 pm to 5:30
pm East Shore United Methodist Church
hosts a to go community meal. All are welcome. We have had a delicious menu this
summer, including pasta bakes, cheeseburgers, taco’s, breakfast for supper, and
so much more. Please plan to pick up your
dinner this week.
East Shore United Methodist Church is
located 23002 Lakeshore Blvd, Euclid, OH
44123.
We hope to see you soon.

word about the rental assistance program,
administered by CHN Housing Partners, a
housing nonprofit, which can cover rent for
up to three months.
Energizing people to vote in a community like Slavic Village could prove difficult.
The same has been true for encouraging
people to fill out the U.S. Census.
The neighborhood has followed the pattern of other industrial and urban communities: a booming population at the start of
the century, then deindustrialization post
World War II, urban flight, and declining
populations,empty homes and increases in
poverty and crime rates. By the Great Recession, the 5-square-mile neighborhood
had more foreclosures in its 44105 zip code
during the spring and summer of 2007than
any other zip code in the United States. The
housing market, then in crisis across the
country, was devastated in Slavic Village.
As it continues its climb to recovery, the
community again staves off another wave
of housing displacement wrought by COVID-19.
Now get-out-the-vote efforts are more
difficult as coronavirus cases top 5 million
in the U.S. and nearly 4,500 in Cleveland.
That’s why a vote-by-mail application is included in the same handout packet alongside rent payment assistance information
that Rodemann hands out.
Organizers are also helping voters navigate Ohio’s ballot request process through
smaller hands-on events at places like Daisy’s Ice Cream on Fleet Avenueand Neighborhood Pets, a local pet food pantry and
resource center.
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Why did 77 Ohio prisoners die of COVID-19, but just 10 PA inmates?

by By Cid Standifer and Brie Zeltner
This article was provided by Eye on Ohio,
the nonprofit, nonpartisan Ohio Center for
Journalism. Please join our free mailing list
as this helps us provide more public service
reporting.
A look at how overcrowding and poor
design contributed to two of the worst national outbreaks
For the first two months after the COVID-19 pandemic hit the U.S., Ohio’s
response set an example. Thanks to an
early shutdown order, the state’s per-capita
deaths from the virus as of late April were
less than half of those in neighboring
Pennsylvania, a state with similar demographics.
But inside the two states’ prison systems,
it was a different story.
By late April , the death rate from COVID-19 in Ohio prisons was 22 per 100,000,
a rate more than 4 ½ times the overall Ohio
rate and nearly twice the national rate.
https://public.f lourish.studio/visualisation/3306
As of August 14, there have been 77 inmate deaths known to be caused by COVID-19, and another 10 suspected— a rate
of 160 deaths per 100,000 people.
In Pennsylvania’s prison system, which
houses about 44,000 inmates at 25 facilities, the death rate was comparatively
low— 10 incarcerated people have died as
of mid August, for a death rate of 23 per
100,000 people, despite the virus showing up in each state just a few days apart.
In fact, a Pennsylvania inmate is less than
half as likely to die of COVID-19 as a free
Pennsylvanian.
https://public.f lourish.studio/visualisation/3339544/
Why have Ohio’s prisons failed so thoroughly to control the spread of COVID-19

when Pennsylvania fared far better?
No state has had a model approach
for controlling the virus in prisons. But,
whether through foresight or luck, factors
in some states have kept the virus from running rampant as it has in Ohio prisons. As
the country faces new waves of cases, corrections departments may be able to learn
from what helped or harmed some states
during the first stage of the pandemic.
While advocates for incarcerated people
in Pennsylvania caution against holding
that state’s experience as a model for how
to respond to the pandemic, they agree that
the answer may lie both in how crowded the
prisons are, and how inmates are housed.
Crowded prisons spread disease
In Ohio, where the prisons were 32% above
capacity in February, the virus spread rapidly.
https://public.f lourish.studio/visualisation/3463798/
In Pennsylvania’s prisons, at 95 percent of capacity in February, there were
outbreaks in several prisons, but far fewer
deaths.
That state’s biggest outbreak to date—183
infections and five deaths among inmates—
happened at its oldest prison facility, the
131-year-old State Correctional Institution
(SCI) Huntingdon in central Pennsylvania.
Timeline
Now, the death count is approaching 80.
Ohio’s prison system is home to two of the
four largest COVID-19 outbreaks in the
nation.
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation
and Correction (DRC) spokesperson JoEllen Smith said that some of the plan’s
recommendations for Pickaway have been
implemented. The Orient Correctional
Institution, a prison adjoining Pickaway
that hasn’t been used since 2001, was demolished, as was Pickaway’s dilapidated E
block of dorms. But construction of a new
unit with over a thousand beds is on hold
due to the pandemic.
Javalen Wolfe, an inmate incarcerated in
dormitory-style housing at Belmont Correctional Institution in southeastern Ohio,
said that every time a flu or a cold enters the

Tri-C Metro Campus Sets
COVID-19 Testing Dates

by John Horton
Drive-thru and walk-up COVID-19 testing
will be offered at the Metropolitan Campus
of Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®)
during fall semester through a partnership
with Care Alliance Health Center.
Testing began at the end of August and
will be offered on three more Thursdays —
Sept. 24, Oct. 22 and Nov. 19 — for Tri-C
students, faculty and staff, as well as community residents. Hours are 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. each day.
The program offers testing to individuals
regardless of their symptom status, insur-

ance status or ability to pay. Individuals
will not be charged for the test.
No appointment is necessary, though
individuals are asked to call216-317-1250
to get pre-screened to expedite the process.
Testing will be done on a first-come, firstserved basis.
Metro Campus is located at 2900 Community College Ave. in Cleveland.
Testing will also be offered at three other
Tri-C sites — Eastern Campus in Highland Hills, Western Campus in Parma and
Westshore Campus in Westlake. Visit tri-c.
edu/covidtest for more information.
Individuals can also call to schedule
testing appointments at the Care Alliance
Central Clinic, located at 2916 Central Ave.
in Cleveland.
Care Alliance is a nonprofit, federally
qualified community health center providing comprehensive primary and preventative medical services to residents regardless
of their ability to pay. It serves more than
16,000 Clevelanders each year.

prison, there’s no stopping it.
Of the 77 confirmed COVID-19 deaths
in Ohio prisons as of mid-July, 67 of them
were in prisons that were designed to hold
at least half their inmates in dorms. The
worst Pennsylvania outbreaks were at two
prisons where inmates were housed almost exclusively in cells – Huntingdon and
Phoenix. But the system overall houses just
19% of its inmates in dorms.
Since mass testing wasn’t conducted at
any of the Pennsylvania prisons, the death
toll is probably a more faithful indicator of
the spread of the disease. The inmate death
rate at Huntingdon was 272 COVID-19
deaths per 100,000 people. At Pickaway, it
was 1,709, and at Franklin Medical Center,
it was over 2,000.
https://public.f lourish.studio/visualisation/28250
In an interview with Eye on Ohio, DRC
Director Annette Chambers-Smith acknowledged that the open bays make it
difficult to control the virus. She said they
have attempted to mitigate dorm crowding
by spreading inmates out in other areas
that aren’t normally used for housing, such
as gymnasiums and classrooms.
Pennsylvania started the pandemic in a
relatively good position in terms of space
after years of modest, gradual population
reduction. They freed up more space after
the pandemic hit by giving 3,500 people
sentence reprieves and shutting down the
county court system.
https://public.f lourish.studio/visualisation/3463010/
Several other states have taken steps to
free up space in their prisons since the pandemic began, with 15 reducing their prison
populations 10% or more between March
and June, according to data from The Marshall Project.
Putting the community at risk
County health officials and residents
voiced concerns in emails that both staff
and inmates who finished their sentences
were capable of spreading the virus across
multiple counties.
In one email obtained by the Documenting COVID-19 project, Traci Kinsler, the
Marion County health commissioner, not-

ed that the Marion prison was not isolating
inmates before releasing them. Marion released at least one inmate who was known
to be infected with COVID-19. He moved
to Ashland County.
h t t p s : //w w w. d o c u m e n t c l o u d . o r g /
documents/6994666-Marion-County-Public-Health.html#document/p348/a572231
Marion staff members who contracted COVID-19 lived in at least 20 different counties, according to one message. Two were
from out of state.
h t t p s : //w w w. d o c u m e n t c l o u d . o r g /
documents/6994666-Marion-County-Public-Health.html#document/p334/a572225
Inmates are tested before their release
dates, she said, and those who were selected for early release have their release
dates pushed back if they test positive
until they are considered recovered— officially defined by the department as 14 days
past the onset of symptoms, and 72 hours
symptom-free. If they reach their regularly
scheduled release date, the department has
no authority to keep them incarcerated, but
will release COVID-positive people with a
quarantine order.
Kinsler told Eye on Ohio that the Marion
prison outbreak flooded the Marion Public
Health Department with cases all at once,
and at first officials in various departments
struggled with contact tracing. They were
able to contact most of the infected people
who were released, though, and alerted
the county health departments where they
settled.
Ultimately, most of the 2,532 people
known to be connected to the outbreak at
Marion Correctional were either inmates
or staff. But the virus made its way to an
additional 58 people outside the prison, including family members, health care workers and food workers.
And there could be other cases where
health workers simply forgot to label the
infection as related to the Marion prison
outbreak in the database.
Chambers-Smith said the danger works
both ways.
”If there’s COVID out in the community,
there’s COVID in the prisons,” she said.

Updates regarding VASJ and COVID-19

by Kristen Mott
The health and safety of our VASJ students
and families is our top priority. Our administration has been hard at work creating a
plan for a safe and responsible reopening of
the school.
With new information coming out every

day regarding COVID-19, we know this
can be an overwhelming time. We’ve created a resource center on our website to make
it as easy as possible for our students and
parents to get the information they need.
Check it out at vasj.com/covid-19-updates.
We’ll continue to add information to
the resource page in the coming days and
weeks, so please check back there frequently for updates. We’ll also continue to share
information with our community via email
and the school’s social media platforms.
We ask for your prayers and support as
we navigate these uncharted waters.

Wilke Hardware
We Repair Screen Windows
(216) 731-7070
809 E. 222nd st.

( continued on page 22 )
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HELP-A Dream Come True for Two Local Mothers

by Emily Holody
In early 1965, two mothers from Lakewood,
Ohio, shared a long evening of conversation and dreaming, brought together by
love of their sons.
Marietta Kelly was a mother of nine and
head of a household that served as regional
headquarters for extended family, preferred hangout for local kids, and way station for traveling friends and family. Kelly
was a woman with many skills and many
jobs: wife, mom, tutor, paramedic, chef,
laundress, event planner, gardener, umpire,
veterinarian, plumber, and electrician. She
definitely didn’t need to add yet another
job, but her son needed help. Brian, her
youngest child, was born with severe birth
defects.
Like Kelly, Joanne McDonnell, an acquaintance from Kelly’s neighborhood,
had a long history of juggling jobs and
multi tasking. McDonnell was the mother
of eight children, one of whom, 12-year-old
David, had Down Syndrome. David was an
active, energetic child eager to learn and
live life. In 1965, though, David was not
allowed to attend public school. He was
disqualified from all types of training and
education and ineligible for benefits. Turns
out, his greatest handicap was not Down
Syndrome, but rather exclusion.
Together, the two dedicated mothers
hatched a plan, vowing to advocate for their
sons and to never stop until they found a
way to help others, too. The idea of an inde-

pendent, non-profit organization dedicated
to providing specialized care, training,
and treatment for children with intellectual and developmental disabilities was
conceived as they talked that first evening.
Nine months later, their organization was
officially born. HELP was on the way.
Over the next few years, the village of
HELP grew. Kelly and McDonnell enlisted their husbands first, followed by
friends and neighbors who would join the
HELP board as dues paying members. By
late 1966, after many bake sales, charity
picnics, radio plugs, and even a backyard
carnival, the organization was properly
incorporated and functioning as an official
non-profit.
The first item on HELP’s agenda was the
creation of a home, a place of acceptance
for the many kids like David. In 1967, in
spite of little funding and much doubt,
they found the ideal location on the corner
of Euclid Avenue and Alvason Street, near
the Case Western Reserve Campus. The
former funeral home had 12 rooms, a full
attic, and a large yard, perfect for the dozen
or so children whom McDonnell and Kelly
hoped to accommodate.
Over the next year, HELP contacted Senators, lawyers, and philanthropic groups
to find money and develop plans. They
enlisted a doctor to create programs and
procedures for the home. Once funding
was arranged, they shifted to find the right
person to run the HELP home-- Walter

Zborowsky came on board and never left.
Kelly, McConnell, and Zborowsky
formed a skeleton crew of staff and finished
the necessary renovations. In October of
1969, the HELP Foundation (originally
known as The HELP Home for Retarded
Children) opened its doors to eight children, the first pioneers of the program.
This year, as the HELP Foundation approaches its 55th anniversary, they continue their mission of identifying opportunities for sustainable growth and acting
as a leader in accountable, flexible, and responsive services to those with intellectual
and/or developmental disabilities. Every
decision made within the organization ties
directly to that mission– empowering individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities to live their best lives and to
be seen as respected and valued members
of the community.
The story of McConnell and Kelly — two
unstoppable women — is echoed by many
other stories within the HELP foundation.
In 1993, for example, three families in the
rural Madison, Ohio, area reached out to
HELP with the idea of developing a unique
family consortium that would combine
family resources to purchase a home and
hire HELP to care for their three daughters. With the assistance of HELP, the TAL
(Terri, Annie, and LuAnne) Consortium
was born. For over 25 years, HELP provided services to the three women, who
became like family to HELP and sisters to

each other.
The legacy of the family of one of those
women, LuAnne Green, lives on today. The
Green family had sold the land of their
large farm to create a protected trust to care
for LuAnne, and when she died in 2018, a
portion of the remaining trust funds were
generously donated to the HELP foundation.
To honor that legacy, HELP President
and CEO Tamara Honkala and the HELP
foundation have decided to build a stateof-the-art accessible “Green House.” This
space will be the center of HELP’s new
horticultural vocation programming and
will provide a sensory-friendly experience
within a park-like greenspace.
Honkala continues the work of Marietta
Kelly and Joanna McDonnell, advocating
for individuals living with disabilities.
Known to her HELP family as “Tami,”
Honkala has worked at HELP for over 32
years. She started at HELP’s residential
Six Chimneys and never left. She fell in
love with those she was serving, Honkala
explains, adding that for all the work and
tender loving care she has put into HELP,
she has “gotten it back 1,000 fold.”
HELP continues to have an impact on
the community and recently received
the Mt. Sinai Health Care Foundation
2020 Maurice Saltzman Award for medical excellence--awarded for the care they
have been providing during the Covid-19
pandemic. HELP provided topnotch care
during the pandemic, even with program
closings, redeploying 34 staff members
from closed programs to around-the-clock
residential care. “All staff members have
stayed on, and services have improved,”
Honkala proudly asserts.
HELP aims for individuals to reach their
full ability, carrying forward the dream
that began in that long-ago conversation
between Marietta Kelly and Joanna McDonnell. As Tamara Honkala says, “lives
are better because of HELP.” Click here to
learn more or make a donation and help
continue their work.

Euclid Sunshine Law issues during pandemic
by Alisa Boles
I am happy to
announce
a
settlement
was
reached in the
Sunshine
Law
lawsuit against
the City of Euclid.
Alisa Boles is a local
A Stipulated Noattorney.
tice of Dismissal
was filed with the
Cuyahoga Court of Common Pleas today
( Case No. CV 19 912419 ) . The Council
President admitted to some wrongdoing in
an affidavit accompanying the City’s Motion for Summary Judgment, but made assurances that corrections have been made
for the future. Another motivating factor
for the settlement was a concern with proceeding with a jury trial during the pandemic.
Going forward, I do hope Sunshine Laws
will be complied with more strictly as was
the intent of local and state level drafters of
these laws, which were put in place to protect an open and free democracy. Citizens
should not have to sue to get their trusted
officials to do the right thing.
Along those lines, we have a new issue
that is waiting to be addressed. Citizen access to Euclid City Council meetings has

been limited throughout the pandemic.
Under Euclid law, Citizens have a right to
speak at Council meetings. During the
pandemic, Citizens were told they now
must just send emails to be read by the
Clerk if they wish to have input. This raises
both Home Rule and Separation of Powers
issues. The Home Rule issue arises because
City law trumps State law in matters of
self-governance, unless City law is silent
on a matter. State law allows for digital
meetings during a pandemic, but this does
not negate our local right for direct citizen
participation. The Separation of Powers
issue arises because Council was supposed
to have voted to change the format, which
they never did. Instead, they just made
changes as directed by the Administration.
An emergency ordinance was put before
Council in early June to provide better access to the public, which I personally drafted. Council voted to put it in Committee
(Executive & Finance), but it has yet to be
addressed.
The Administration kept suggesting that
COVID may blow over and this will be a
nonissue, but as we all see, it is not going
away anytime soon. The Law Director is
concerned that someone might interrupt a
meeting with an obscenity, but this could
happen at a live meeting as well. Concerns

over potential nuisances - and even crimes
- do not interfere with public access to live
meetings and they should not override our
First Amendment rights during digital
meetings, either.
Each meeting that goes by, we miss the
opportunity to hear our neighbors speak
for themselves about issues that are important to them. You lose something, for example, when a White Council Clerk reads
a Black man’s words about social injustice.
Even on more light-hearted matters, Council meetings are more dynamic when issues
are presented by the various faces, voices
and personalities that make up our diverse
community. This tradition was so important historically that provision was made
for public speech in our local laws - not
once, but twice during each meeting. This
should be possible via Zoom with the proper controls in place. In fact, the City’s Planning & Zoning Commission allows direct
public participation in its Zoom meetings.
Other area cities allow this as well. So, too,
should Euclid City Council. To their credit,
many members of Council have expressed
concerns with the way public participation
is being suppressed, but the Council President sets the agenda for the E&F Committee and she continues to neglect the matter,
deferring to the Administration.
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Violations of Sunshine Laws can lead to
a Court overruling Council’s actions on
matters discussed in meetings that do not
comply with the laws. It is not fair to stakeholders to have their dealings be disrupted
because of Council’s noncompliance with
basic procedural laws they could easily and should consistently - be following.

Free books mailed
to your young child!

If your child is
4 years old or younger
and lives in Cuyahoga County
Please register online at:

Imagina5onLibrary.com
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FEATURE STORY

Women’s Right-to-Vote turns 100 - Female electoral firsts in Euclid

Frances Payne Bingham Bolton (1885–1977) served
our district from 1939-1969, first taking over her
late husband’s seat and then being re-elected for
14 straight elections. Image courtesy of National
Archives and Records Administration

by Alisa Boles
When I was catching up with one of the
girls in the neighborhood who turns 18 this
year, Amanda Ostroske, she remarked that
she was excited that her first chance to vote
in an election was going to be the year of
the 100th anniversary of Women’s Right to
Vote.
The 19th amendment to the U. S. Constitution, which extended the right to vote to
females in our country, was ratified on August 18, 1920, though the Women’s suffrage
movement began when our county began.
When our founders suggested equal rights
for all, many groups, including women,
asked, “What about us?” Along with the
right to vote, came an increase in women’s
opportunity to run for office. It’s no surprise that women hit the ground running,
even right here in Euclid.
The earliest record I have found of a female candidate for Euclid office was Marjorie Carr Jamison (1887-1975), who was
elected to the School Board by 1922. She
was a mother of young twin daughters
born in 1920 and a 1909 Smith College
Alum. Most female participation in Euclid government was centered around the
Schools until we elected our first female
Councilperson, Dorothy Burkhart, in 1979.
It wasn’t until the turn of this century that
we elected a female judge, The Honorable Deborah LeBarron (retired), but she
served for three, 6-year terms and we now
have a female Mayor, who had previously
served as our first female Council President
(Kirsten Holzheimer Gail).
Since our Ward restructuring in 2008,
we have had a female elected to 7 out of
our 8 Wards: Stephana Caviness, Ward
1 (2013); Madeline Scarniench, Ward 2
(2008); Kandace Jones, Ward 3 (2008),
Mary Jo Minarik, Ward 4 (2008), Charlene
Mancuso, Ward 5 (2015, though she also

served as an at-large Councilperson under
former structure); Maria Jukic, Ward 7
(2019) and Laura Gorshe, Ward 8 (2013).
Ward 6 has been served only by men so far,
though Bernadette Walsh served the area
under the previous Ward structure.
The 2008 election of Kandace Jones was
especially significant because she not only
was the first female elected to her Ward,
she was the first Black person of any gender
elected to Euclid City Council (and we still
have never had a Black Councilperson in
Wards 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8, nor a Black Council
President, Mayor or Judge).
Under the former structure, Faye Miller
was the first woman to serve at-large in slot
A under a new slot system, having previously first been elected at-large in 1983.
She won 10 elections total, amounting to a
service of 20 years. This makes her the longest-serving Councilwoman thus far and
she might retain this record due to term
limits now in place. Miller also served the
community as a schoolteacher. Elected in
1999, Barbara Valencic was the first woman
on record to serve as at-large Council representatives in slot B. Mayor Gail was the
first to serve Ward 1 (1997), Meg McGarry
was the first to serve Ward 2 (1995) and
Jayne Herak was the first to serve Ward 3
(1987). A woman was never elected to serve
in slots C or D, nor in former Ward 4.
Euclid, of course, is also under state and
federal jurisdiction. We have thus had the
privilege to be served by non-Euclidian
female pioneers as well. In 1922, Florence
Allen was not only the first woman elected
to the Ohio Supreme Court, she was the
first to be elected to the highest court in any
state. This was after beginning her career
in private practice, volunteering for the
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland, becoming
the first female Assistant County Prosecutor and the first elected female jurist in the

state and nationwide (elected to the Court
of Common Pleas in 1920). She went on to
become a federal appellate judge (another
first) and is buried nearby in Waite Hill
Cemetery (Lake County). She went to law
school in Chicago (finishing in New York)
because her alma mater, Western Reserve
(now Case), did not accept women into its
law school at the time. The legacy of including the wisdom of women on the bench
continues on the Ohio Supreme Court today under the compassionate and practical
leadership of our first female Chief Justice,
the Honorable Maureen O’Connor (elected
to the Ohio Supreme Court in 2003 and as
Chief Justice in 2010).
On a County level, Blanche Krupansky
was the first female jurist on our Court
of Appeals (1977). When she ran for her
first political office in 1959, she had to fight
in Court for her right to run under her
maiden name. In 1984, Mary O. Boyle was
elected as Cuyahoga County’s first female
Commissioner. She then served three
terms as President of the Commissioner’s
Board. Beginning in 2011, C. Ellen Connally served as the inaugural President of
the new Cuyahoga County Council and
Sunny Simon was the Vice-President. Simon continues to serve as our district’s rep
to this day.
We have certainly come a long way, but
think about what we have yet to see. We
have yet to have an elected female Governor (though we did have a brief service
by Lt. Governor Nancy Hollister to finish
the last couple weeks of Voinovich’s term
when he was elected to Senate). Our district has had female representatives in
the Statehouse since the first year they
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could legally run: Nettie Clapp, Ohio
House, (1922); and Maude Comstock
Waite, Ohio Senate, (1922) - both representing our county, which is how districts were
divided at the time. We have had female
U.S. House Reps from our district: Francis
Bolton of Lyndhurst (1939, who became the
first mother to serve with her son when the
district later split) and Collinwood-grad
Stephanie Tubbs Jones (1998, who was also
the first Black woman to represent Ohio
in the U.S. Congress). The first female
Speaker of the Ohio House was Jo Ann
Davidson, serving from 1995-2000. Nancy
Pelosi was elected the first female Speaker
of the U.S House in 2007 and remains the
highest-ranking woman in U.S. history
(with the Speaker being 3rd in line for the
presidency should tragedy befall both the
President and the VP). Bear in mind, that
Ohio has never elected a female to the U.S.
Senate, and our nation has never seen a
female President. Maybe you or someone
you know will be one of the next firsts!
Note from author: I have spent years
compiling this research and have listed
highlights of my findings. Some records
are sketchier than others, but I have created
a chart that includes all named here as well
as all other women to have served in Euclid history, including those who ran and
did not win. If anyone has any names that
would improve this list, information that
would enhance this research project in any
way (including photos or connections to
descendants) or tips that would warrant a
correction, do not hesitate to contact Alisa
Boles at (216) 650-0053. We are considering compiling this information at the Euclid Historical Society.
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COMMUNITY

Grounded by the pandemic, community groups are working to save
Cleveland’s census

By Lee Chilcote and Conor Morris
When Ohio Governor Mike DeWine issued
the statewide coronavirus stay-at-home order in mid-March, Selina Pagan and other
Latino leaders in Cleveland were worried.
They’d been planning in-person events to
get more people to participate in the 2020
census – historically, Hispanics have been
undercounted, resulting in a loss of federal
funds and voting power at the local level.
But, when everything was canceled, months
and years of planning were suddenly tossed
out the window.
Pagan, who is president of the Young Latino Network in Cleveland, came up with a
new idea when she came across a video online: “I saw a Puerto Rican pickup truck with
a speaker strapped onto the back playing a
loop announcing the stay-at-home order,
and I thought, ‘That’s a pretty cool way to
get your message across – how do we do that
in our community?’”
She pitched the idea of doing something
similar locally on a phone call with other
voting and census outreach organizers, and
the Cleveland Caravan (or La Caravana) was
born.
At the inaugural caravan, held the first
week in April, a pickup truck followed by
dozens of cars wove through the denselybuilt streets of the Clark-Fulton neighborhood on Cleveland’s near West Side, which
has a large Latino population. A speaker on
the back played a looped message in English
and Spanish about how to respond to the
Census, vote and keep safe during the Covid-19 pandemic. Organizers walked alongside the caravan passing out information to
people on their porches and outside of businesses.
“It’s hard to get our community to participate,” Pagan said of the outreach, which is
difficult under ordinary circumstances and
was made more complicated by the pandemic. “These are systems they either don’t
trust or they’re not familiar with. We’re getting people to learn about how the system
works and how the structure works, how we
have power in numbers as a community that
gets counted and in our vote.”
Yet despite the challenges, she knew she
had to try. “How do we get info out to the
community without making the community come to us?” she says. “It was, well, let’s
go to the community.”
Since April, Pagan and other activists
have organized the caravan monthly. Inspired by their efforts, organizers have held
separate caravans in the Buckeye neighborhood and the city of Lorain. At the August
caravan, organizers collected 78 vote-bymail applications and 54 voter registration
forms. “These numbers may not seem like
much, but they’re the largest one-day totals
yet,” says Pagan.
Doing outreach in a pandemic
Cities like Cleveland are historically undercounted in the U.S. census because

they have higher numbers of hard-to-reach
groups – low-income people, communities
of color, homeless people and immigrants,
said Kate Warren, a research associate with
the Center for Community Solutions who
studies Census data regularly.
An accurate count is important because
it is used to determine whether Cleveland
gets its fair share of more than $675 billion
in federal funds for schools, hospitals, roads
and other programs. It’s also used to allocate
Congressional seats and for business groups
and developers to decide where to locate jobs
and new development. According to U.S.
census data population estimates, the city of
Cleveland has also seen a significant reduction in its population size, from 396,815 in
2010 to 381,009 in 2019.
The census had already become politicized when President Trump proposed adding a citizenship question in 2019, raising
concerns that it would be used to intimidate
immigrant respondents or punish districts
with high noncitizen populations. Even
though the administration later dropped
that effort when the Supreme Court ruled
against it, some damage had already been
done, according to advocates.
When Ohio’s shutdown occurred in
March, community groups began scrambling to find new ways to reach people.
Filling out the census online isn’t an option
for people who don’t have Internet access –
Cleveland is the fourth worst-connected city
in the country, according to some estimates,
a separate problem advocates are working to
fix – so they knew they had to do something
different.
“Historically, black and brown communities have been disproportionately impacted
by undercounts,” says Erika Anthony, director of Cleveland Votes, which is part of the
Ohio Census Advocacy Coalition and has
given grants to 30-plus agencies to support
Census outreach work. “There is a tremendous fear for persons of color when it comes
to the government. We’ve got to re-imagine
how we do this.”
The recent decision to shorten the Census
by an entire month (from October 31st to
September 30th) added a whole new level
of urgency. With 38 million households still
uncounted, according to a recent article in
the New York Times, advocates everywhere
fear a historic undercount.
So, Cleveland groups began looking at
new ways to reach people, from outdoor
events to going to food banks where people
were congregating during the crisis. So far
this year, the Cleveland Foundation, in
partnership with Cleveland Votes and other
foundations, has provided about $200,000 in
micro-grants toward community outreach
projects aimed at improving Greater Cleveland’s census response. One more round
of grants is on the way later this month or
early in September. As of the third wave of
funding, a total of 75 micro-grants ranging
from $1,000 to $5,000 were issued to dozens
of community organizations.
(The Cleveland Foundation provides financial support for reporter Conor Morris’
position with the Northeast Ohio Solutions

Journalism Collaborative.)
Juan Galeano, project consultant for the
2020 Census for the Cleveland Foundation,
said that due to the pandemic, the number
of micro-grant rounds went from two to
four and he organized virtual town halls
with their partners. The point was to help
the area’s community organizations build
up their “civic engagement” muscles and
improve outreach to hard-to-count groups.
Community organizations that already have
the trust of those groups are key, he said.
Asian Services in Action (ASIA) is one
Cleveland-based organization that received
a micro-grant (for about $2,500.) Elaine Tso,
CEO of ASIA, said her nonprofit has been
making “well calls” to members of the Asian
and Pacific-Islander community, both to
check in on how they’re doing during the
pandemic and to offer aid in completing the
Census. As of mid-July, ASIA had helped
1,190 people complete their census forms.
A big thing ASIA brought to the table
was staffers being able to talk to people in
their own language. “Across our staff, I believe at last count there were 27 (language
fluencies,)” Tso said, with the top five being
Chinese, Nepalese, Burmese, Swahili and
Karen.
Refugee and immigrant services nonprofit Us Together also received three micro-grants from the Cleveland Foundation,
totalling about $12,500. Senior case worker
Luda Pinchuk has been heading up a lot of
the outreach funded by the micro-grants,
specifically toward resettled Ukranian refugees. She said she went back through five
years of her case files, and talked to those
families about the census, helping many
of them complete the forms. She estimates
she’s reached about 120 families and their
extended families, for a total of about 700
people.
Pinchuk, who speaks Ukranian, Russian
and Polish, said this is a group of people who
do not trust the government easily, so many
would not have been filling out the Census.
“These people are thinking this is a government conspiracy on them,” Pinchuk
said. “I explained why we have to have a
proper headcount and how we benefit from
it.”
Meeting people where they are
The Urban League Guild of Greater Cleveland was another organization that had long
prepared for the Census, only to have things
turned upside down by the pandemic. During one sunny Saturday morning in late July,
Guild President Billy L. Sharp joined the
congregation at Mt. Gillion Baptist Church
for a drive-up food distribution event from
the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, where
they handed out census information and
census-branded tote bags and water bottles
along with the food.
“Food banks, grocery stores, gas stations,
we try our best to meet them (undercounted groups) there,” Sharp explained of the
Guild’s efforts to get the word out.
The idea of meeting people where they
live and the places they frequent is an important part of the strategy for census outreach, Sharp said. For example, Galeano

Master
Mechanical

Call Rich

said Cleveland nonprofit Smart Development is partnering with immigrant-owned
grocery stores, mosques and other places
where “diverse groups” congregate to canvassthose locations for the Census, using
iPads to help people fill it out on the spot.
The Cleveland Task Force to Declare Racism
a Public Health Crisis — led by community
leaders with the Urban League, YWCA of
Greater Cleveland, and the NAACP, among
others — is also setting up neighborhood
stations with laptops two times per week
until the end of September.
Simeon Best, program administrator of
Cuyahoga Counts, said the county is also
using its outreach van to do census canvassing at food distribution centers, Dave’s Supermarket locations, and even library parking lots that have wi-fi. “Just being out there
helps. We run into people who say, ‘I meant
to do that,’ and we can tell them, ‘Well, do it
now - you can do it on your phone.’”
Despite these efforts, the city of Cleveland
is still lagging behind on its response rate. It
was 68th out of 68 large metro areas for its
Census response rate in July. As of August
20th, Cleveland had a response rate of 48.2
percent and was still stuck behind most other big cities, including Detroit, Miami and
Rochester, New York. Cuyahoga County’s
rate was 64.2 percent, and Ohio’s rate was
64.6 percent. Some lower-income census
tracts and communities of color in the city,
especially on the East Side and impoverished areas in the West Side, have a response
rate below 30 percent.
Kate Warren, with the Center for Community Solutions, said it’s difficult to track
whether the various outreach efforts are
working. Just judging from the Census
Bureau’s map tracking self-response rates,
there’s only been a “very slow tick-up in
Cleveland.”
Galeano, with the Cleveland Foundation,
said he believes groups like ASIA, Inc. and
Us Together have seen some success based
on the number of people they’ve helped to
complete the census. Pagan says that although the numbers are small, she thinks
her group has done a good job reaching
people.
Anthony says that she’s hopeful that people will emerge from this crisis with a better
sense of how to reach hard-to-count groups.
After all, if they’re successful at reaching
people during a pandemic, during normal
times their “civic engagement muscles” will
be bulging.
“If there’s a silver lining, it’s the efforts of
people to adapt during the pandemic,” she
says. “People have been incredibly resilient
during these challenging times. They’ve
leaned in and figured it out.”
This story is sponsored by the Northeast
Ohio Solutions Journalism Collaborative,
which is composed of 18-plus Greater Cleveland news outlets including Euclid Observer. Lee Chilcote is founder and editor of The
Land, and Conor Morris is a corps member
with Report for America.

718 East 200th Street
216.481.9090
Complete Auto Repair
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CITY OF EUCLID

What’s Missing

C. E. Orr Ice Arena 289-8649
Euclid City Hall		

289-2700

Euclid City Schools 797-2901
Euclid Court		
Euclid Creek Resv

289-2888
440-473-3370

Euclid Family Y		

731-7454

Euclid Police 		
Non-Emergency
Block Watch 		

731-1234

Euclid Library 		

261-5300

Euclid Neighborhood
Engagement

289-826

Henn Mansion		

731-5060

Housing Dep’t.		
Housing and
Property Conditions

289-8127

Lakefront Sr.		
Community Ctr.

289-2985

Mayor’s Office
Kirsten Holzheimer Gail

289-8449

289-2700

Recreation Dep’t.		
289-8114
Youth, Adult and Family Pgms
Service Dep’t.		
Street Conditions

289-2701

Sim’s Park		

289-2700

Shore Cultural Ctr.		

289-8578

Domestic Violence		

391-HELP

Ward 1 Council		
Stephana Caviness

240-0901

Ward 2 Council		
Rev. Brian T. Moore

860-1734

Ward 3 Council		
Marcus Epps
Ward 4 Council		
Kris Jarosz

401-9413

Ward 5 Council		
Christine McIntosh

333-8601

Ward 6 Council		
John M. Wojtila

288-4698

Ward 7 Council		
Maria Jukic
Ward 8 Council		
Laura Gorshe

744-8988

Council President		
Charlene Mancuso

731-5952

Council Clerk Office

289-8123

A Child in a
Hot Car Needs
Rescuing

Children should never be left unattended in
an automobile. Hot and humid days make
it even deadlier for children or pets left inside a closed-up vehicle. Always lock your
car doors after parking at home so children
outside playing cannot get into your automobile by themselves

by Brian Moore
Here we are seven months into the COVID-19 crisis. Who could have imagined
that we would still be living in this new
reality? The good news is that Cuyahoga
County moved from level 3 down to level 2
last month. Although that is great news, I
really do not feel that I am much closer to
returning to what used to be my “normal
life”.
What is “normal” life and what is missing in my “covid-19” life. As of August
18th, I am missing my Grandmother. Sadly, she died from Covid. I know many of
us are missing grandparents, parents, children, friends, co-workers, and neighbors.
As I write this article, deaths in the United
States have topped 175,000. These losses

are heartbreaking and tragic.
As a Pastor, I have known that life is not
about things. I have been surrounded by
my things for months now. Although they
may make life a little easier, they do not
take the place of what is really missing. I
miss handshakes and hugs with my parishioners.
I miss being close to people I love but do
not live with. Today expressing love to people you do not live with means wearing a
mask, washing your hands, and social distancing. After months of living this way, I
am still not use to it, and I do not like doing
it, but I do understand why it is necessary.
As a Councilman and neighbor, I miss
the gatherings that would normally take
place during the summer. I miss the 200th

Deer Survey Results

The City of Euclid
requested input from
the citizens of Euclid
regarding the deer
population in our
city. The survey that
was on the city of
Euclid’s website was originally available
through August 15th, but was extended
through the end of August. The Safety
Committee meeting is scheduled for Sep-

tember 16th at 6:30 pm to discuss the full
results of the survey.
Through August 15th 341 surveys were
completed and below are the results of a
few of the major questions in the survey.
Do you consider the deer population in
Euclid to be a major problem?
51.3% Yes
38.4% No
10.3% Not concerned

Street Stroll and the Summer Concerts. I
miss our Ward 2 Picnic and Bike the Ward.
One of my favorite summertime events was
Wednesday on the Porch.
On Thursday August 6, 2020 one of my
neighbors organized a social distancing
meet on your driveway. Our neighbors
came out from everywhere. It was as
though we had all been locked up and finally came out for daylight. We were happy to
see each other, and careful to protect each
other’s distance as best possible. Before the
night was over, we all committed to doing
it again next month.
I would encourage you to try and do
something to connect with your neighbors.
I urge you to stay safe and stay connected.

Do you support lethal methods (culling
deer with firearms/bows) to reduce the
population?
51% Yes
49% No
Do you believe the City of Euclid should
spend money from the general fund in an
attempt to reduce the deer population?
45.7% Yes
54.3% No

Domestic Violence Support
by Kate McLaughlin
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
INFORMATION SHEET
OHIO LAW states that
it is a crime to knowingly
cause or attempt to cause
physical harm; to recklessly cause serious
physical harm; or (by threat of force) cause
fear of imminent physical harm to a household or family member. (ORC 2919.25)
Any of the following who reside or have
resided with the offender is considered a
household or family member: a spouse,
a person living as a spouse or a former
spouse; a parent or child of the offender or
persons listed above; other persons related
by affinity or consanguinity to the offender.
WHEN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OCCURS IN THE CITY OF EUCLID:
You have the right to contact the police,
request the offender be arrested and sign a
motion for a Temporary Protection Order
(TPO). A TPO can require the offender to
vacate your residence and have no contact
with you while the case is pending. In addition, the police can make a decision to
arrest the offender based on statements and
other evidence. When you contact the police and an arrest does not take place, the
complaint may be referred to the prosecutor’s office for a decision. You can request
a meeting with the prosecutor to discuss
your concerns. The prosecutor represents
the City of Euclid in criminal cases.
Once the offender has been charged

and arrested, they will remain in jail until
the complaint is filed in Euclid Municipal
Court and the Judge has a hearing to make
a decision about bond and the TPO. You
may request a TPO prior to the offender’s
arrest, after a warrant is issued. If you
have requested a TPO, you are required
to attend court and testify about the offender’s actions and your safety concerns.
The prosecutor may require you to attend
future hearings, as well. You have the right
to attend all hearings, including the initial
hearing, and to have a victim advocate
present. You cannot decide to drop the
charge or TPO; only the prosecutor and
judge can make that decision.
Even when criminal domestic violence
charges are not issued you have the right
to request a Civil Protection Order (CPO)
in Domestic Relations Court. The order
can require the offender to vacate your
residence and not have contact with you
for five years. An attorney is not required,
but may be helpful in obtaining a CPO. A
victim advocate is not an attorney, but can
help you explore your options.
RESOURCES
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Euclid Police
(216)731-1234 or 911
Euclid Prosecutor
(216)289-2760
Euclid Municipal Ct.
(216)289-2888
Child Abuse Hotline
(216)696-KIDS
Elder Abuse Hotline
(216)420-6700
24 HOUR CRISIS SERVICES
Domestic Violence & Child(216)391-HELP

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

Advocacy Center Helpline (216)391-4357
RapeCrisis Center (216)619-6192
Mental Health Emergency (216)623-6888
First Call For Help (216)436-2000 or 211
SUPPORTIVE SERVICES
Domestic Violence & Child Advocacy
Center Advocate: Information, resources,
counseling, safety planning, advocacy, support and court escort to hearings in Euclid
Municipal Court (216) 229-2420 ext. 224
WitnessVictimServiceCenter: Information, resources, support, advocacy, and
court escort for felony cases in Common
Pleas Court (216) 443-7345
Children Who Witness Violence Project:
Crisis counseling, resources and support
for children (216) 361-8640
Legal Aid Society: Help with divorce and
CPO’s for low-income domestic violence
survivors (216) 687-1900
Domestic Relations Court Domestic Violence Coordinator: Assistance with CPO
forms (216) 698-8529
Ohio Attorney General: Information
about victim rights and applications for the
Victim of Crime Compensation Program,
a program that provides compensation for
medical and other expenses directly related
to the crime: (800) 582-2877 or www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov
(For emergency shelter information and
referral contact the Domestic Violence &
Child Advocacy Center Helpline (216) 3914357 or First Call For Help)
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REAL ESTATE

EUCLID CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Euclid Chamber of Commerce | 20150 Lakeshore Blvd, Euclid, OH 44123 | Ph 216.731.9322 | info@euclidchamber.com

Eastlake–Lake Shore Blvd. Ranch home with
spectacular Lake Erie views. 1,997 square feet. 3
bedrooms, 1 full and 1 half baths. $449,900

Cleveland-Lake Front Walk. Contemporary home
sits perfectly on Lake Erie. 2,228 square feet. 3
bedrooms, 2 full and 1 half baths $375,000

Euclid–Wells Ct. Steps from Lake Erie, this gorgeous
and very well maintained Colonial is situated on
A quiet double Cul de sac and offers over 4000
total square feet of living space. 4 bedrooms, 3 full
and 1 half baths. $325,000

Cleveland–Cornwall Rd. Rehabbed Colonial
offers a move right in condition. 1,748 square feet.
4 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms. $119,900

Euclid–Westport Ave. Rehabbed Colonial offers
a move right in condition. 1,611 total square feet.
3 bedrooms, 1 full bath. $97,500

Euclid–Elinore. Custom built brick Ranch that
offers flowing floor plan, with 2,738 total square
feet. 3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms. $115,000

Joe Vaccaro, Realtor, Howard Hanna, 216.731.9500
joevaccaro@howardhanna.com
www.vaccaroteam.com

Stepping Ahead Learning Center @ Kiddie City

C H A M B E R

C H A M P I O N S

Kiddie City is now offering a new program to assist and guide school
age children K through 3rd grade. Teachers will be available in small
classrooms of 9 students to help children with virtual learning and
staying on task. We will also be providing breakfast, lunch and
snack. Two options 7:30 am to 5:30 pm full day
or call Dayna White, director, about our part day option.
Kiddie City Child Care Community
280 E. 206th St. Euclid, Ohio 44123
Phone: 216.481.9044 Business Cell: 440-549-4008
Email: kiddiecity@kiddiecityeuclid.org
Website: www.kiddiecityeuclid.org

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com
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Closed pools Open water

Most nights a few hours before sunset,
there is a new home grown recreation program jumping into the waters of Lake Erie
off the shore of Euclid.
Amid the “across the board” shut down
due to the Corona Virus outbreak, the idea
for a new type of swim club was pitched
by Maura Delaney. Maura spent her childhood enrolled in the summer City swim
programs. She’s been a coach of the Euclid
Panther swim team the last 3 years and is
currently a member of Ashland University’s swim team. The 2020 swim season was
cancelled and city pools closed. So Delaney
put her vision into motion and used Erie’s
waters as her home pool.
Forty youth swimmers took her up on
the offer from ages six to seventeen. Every-

Pasta Dinner
by Irene Kazmierczak
Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine will hold a
Pasta Dinner on Thursday, September 17th
from 4:30pm - 6:45pm.
Tickets are $9 each. This is a Take-Out
Only event. The dinners include Pasta

ing erratic waves require the swimmers to
adjust and discover a wider ability.
This Lake Erie open water team has already participated in the Global Swim Series. Having had 3 swimmers compete in
the 1 kilometer virtual race. The program
runs over 7 weeks and is the only one of its
kind in the area.
In these very challenging times we find
ourselves living with CDC guidelines, social distance, and keeping surgical masks
close at all times. There have been many
sacrifices made in attempts to cut off a killer virus. It’s particularly difficult to watch
so much taken from our youth. Open water
swimming may be a summer solution that
is at the end of the street off of Lakeshore
Boulevard.

Euclid Recreation
Meatballs Salad or Apple Sauce Bread &
Butter Coffee or Tea The shrine is operated by the Sisters of the Most Holy Trinity.
It is located at 21281 Chardon Road, Euclid,
Ohio 44117.
For questions, contact 216-481-8232

Shore Cultural Centre Awards
Window Renovation Contract
by MP Monaghan
Shore Cultural Centre is delighted to announce that our window rejuvenation project is taking a huge step forward. Work will
begin in late 2020 or early 2021 to replace
windows on the north side of our building.
The contract for the work has been awarded
to Jamieson Ricca Fenestration located in
Cleveland, Ohio. Jamieson Ricca provides
accurate historic window replication systems for renovation projects. They have
provided solutions for the Cleveland Historic Coast Guard Station, Tomlinson Hall
at Case Western Reserve University, St.
Luke’s Hospital Rehabilitation, and other
major projects around Northeast Ohio.
The window project was made possible through the combined efforts of many
people and organizations. Thanks go to
State Senator Kenny Yuko, who represents Ohio’s 25th Senate District, and the
Ohio Development Services Agency who
earmarked $325,000 in Ohio’s budget last
year for this project. State Senator Yuko is
a Euclid native who devotes his career to
strengthening Northeast Ohio communities.
Since coming to Shore in 2009 when The
Coral Company was hired to manage the
building, Executive Director, Laura Kidder,
has worked tirelessly to raise funds for this
and other projects. Working with Shore’s
Board of Directors, Laura raised thousands of dollars from private donations
for building improvements. “I’ve been on
a mission!” Laura states. “Thanks to Senator Yuko and all our angel donors for their
continued support. This is an important
goal in our mission to preserve and maintain this historic building.”
Shore Cultural Centre is an valued asset
to Euclid and surrounding communities.
Located at 291 East 222nd Street, Shore
Cultural Centre is on the National Register
of Historic Places. The building houses art
studios, daycare, medical training, ministries, the Euclid Hunger Center, and WIC
Program. Family-friendly programming
and community celebrations such as the
Euclid Holiday Celebration take place at
Shore.

day, weather permitting, they arrive for a
temperature check, buckle on a brightly
colored pull float, specifically used for open
water swimming. There are two, one hour
sessions. The younger ones go in first and
the second hour is for the older kids. With
no opposition to prepare for, lane lines, or
walls to push off of, they spend practice
time learning techniques, strengthening
strokes, and adapting to pack swimming in
the open water.
Together with Maura’s passion for swimming and her calling to coach, she saw to it
that the kids in the ranks behind her didn’t
lose a year of growth and a chance for a
unique experience.
Delaney calls out familiar practice sets
to the team, but to move through the roll-

Donations are still being accepted to
complete the work of this important project. Shore Cultural Centre is a 50l c(3) nonprofit organization. If you would like to
contribute to the Every Pane Counts Window Fund, donations can be made to Shore
Cultural Centre Civic Corporation and
sent to Laura Kidder, Executive Director,
Shore Cultural Centre, 291 E. 222nd Street,
Euclid, Oh 44123.
So Long, Farewell
The Euclid Culinary Bistro, under the direction of Chef Daniel Esquivel, has been
serving delicious meals at Shore Cultural
Centre for almost ten years. Chef Dan and
his talented students are moving to their
new space in Euclid High School, and we
wish them all the best in their future cooking adventures.
“We may live without poetry, music, and
art;
We may live without conscience, and live
without heart;
We may live without friends, we may live
without books;
But civilized man cannot live without
cooks.”
---Owen Meredith

Shore Cultural Centre Opens the Door to
New Beginnings
Whether your business needs more space
or smaller quarters, Shore Cultural Centre
has a variety of lease options available for
businesses looking to relocate. Located in
the heart of downtown Euclid, our historic
building is easily accessible from Interstates 90 and 217. Leases include heat, water, and electric services. Other amenities
in this professionaly managed building
include convenient, free parking, CCTV,
8-foot windows for abundant daylight, Fire
Alarm System, walking distance to restaurants. For more information about leasing
opportunities at Shore, email Laura Kidder
at llk@thecoralcompany.com

by Hannah
Zavorek
Learn to Skate
LEARN
TO
SKATE (AGES
3+)
Learn to skate
offers 4 sessions of 6 weeks to all ages and
abilities. Lessons are taught under the USFSA Basic Skills format.
Price:
6-week sessions
Residents $45 | Non-Residents $60
Tuesday Evenings
5:30 PM | Basic 5-6, Pre Free, Free 1-6
6:00 PM | Snow Plow 1-4
6:30 PM | Basic 1-4, Adult, Hockey 1-3
7:00 PM | Hockey 4, Power Hockey

Tuesday Sessions
Session 1: October 6 – November 10th (6
weeks)
Session 2: November 17 – December 22 (6
weeks)
Session 3: January 5 – February 9 (6 weeks)
Session 4: February 16 – March 23 (6 weeks)
Session 1 is now open to register. Registration will update for session 2 the week of
October 19th.

Pre-K through 8th Grade

Faith

Academics

Community

OLL Nonviolence Ministry conducts Students Go Back to School Virtually
Voter Registration Drive
by Beverly Caldwell
Voting – A Nonviolent Response to Racism
The Nonviolence Ministry at Our Lady
of the Lake has begun developing plans to
address racism in the community. Among
its first activities is to conduct a voter
registration drive to empower everyone
to vote this year. Beginning after Labor
Day, members of our ministry will be
registering voters and providing Vote-byMail Applications throughout the city of
Euclid. We plan to help educate those we
meet about the ways they can exercise their
right to vote in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic.
Look for us soon outside retail businesses
around the community!
As the late civil rights leader John Lewis
reminded us in his farewell essay, “The vote
is the most powerful nonviolent change
agent you have in a democratic society.”
With that in mind, we encourage everyone
to register and vote.

The OLL Nonviolence Ministry is a
group that focuses on raising awareness,
educating and informing parishioners
and the community about nonviolence,
including church teaching on specific
areas, the practice of nonviolence, and
awareness of violence in the community,
including the current issues of racism and
inclusion.
The Nonviolence Ministry celebrates the
International Day of Peace (or World Peace
Day) annually with many others around the
world on September 21. The International
Day of Peace is devoted to strengthening
the ideals of peace, both within and among
all nations and peoples. At a time when war
and violence often monopolize our news
cycles, the International Day of Peace is an
inspiring reminder of what we can create
together. Peace. Let’s give it a chance!
If you are interested in joining the OLL
Nonviolence Ministry, please call the
parish office at 216-486-0850.

A mask and schedule to start the year off.

Chrome books and devices for each student.

Due to Covid-19, all beginner classes (Snow
Plow 1-4, Hockey 1, and Basic 1) may be
canceled. Please register to in case situations change and we can go forward with
the classes listed above.
Registration online only @ cityofeuclid.
com/recreation/Programs/LearntoSkate

Visceral Elegance
Greeting students at drop in day!

The Nonviolence Group at the Rally for Change in Euclid.

OLL Car Parade Cheers Parishioners

by Paul Podnar
Cars…
Such advances…
Such disappointments!
In the past we were attracted to the
style of the car we bought but now cars
have become so homogeneous, mostly for
corporate reasons, that most have lost any
individual aesthetic.
The Steering Wheel and the Turn Signal
Lever are the last control interface details
that remain untouched but we may soon
lose those as well to an A.I. and Autodrive.
Nowadays, the automotive human interface suffers abysmally under an attack of
technology. Lost are the Tactile, Haptics,
Affordance and even Texture, all consumed
by the ubiquitous “Touchscreen Interface”,
void of the sensual feedback turning driving into a chore... a necessity. Devoid of

anything visceral in the piloting of an automobile. Overpowered steering systems,
numb braking systems and computer controlled 10 speed automatic transmissions
that seem more confused than our kids
when searching for the right gear to be in.
No “Seat of the Pants”… No shouts of ,
“Ahhh… DS…DS”, on the Champs- Elysees as the new 1955 Citroen floated past.
The DS… The “Goddess”… Lost.
As a child, I was complicit of this very
thing. Desiring a flying car while thinking
little of the actual look, form, function and
feel of the controls it might possess.
My resolution is to refocus my energies,
my desires and expectations.
My goal: to resurrect an Industry by
instilling Visceral Elegance, then, I can relieve my guilt and only then…

by Beverly Caldwell
Welcome Back!
To begin this school year, Our Lady
of the Lake School will begin its
instruction completely remote due to the
recommendation made by the Cuyahoga
County Board of Health. On Wednesday,
August 26 and Thursday, August 27 we
were excited to welcome our Falcons back
to school for our drop-in days. During
these two days students and families met
with teachers and picked up devices and
textbooks to begin remote learning at
home. We have truly missed our school
community! Even though we continued to
practice social distancing, it still felt good
to see all of our students in person.
Students and families saw many
safety changes to our building. Some of

these changes included the installation
of hand sanitizing stations, additional
soap dispensers in bathrooms, and the
installation of teacher and student shields
for desks. Each student was also given an
Our Lady of the Lake mask.
Our remote learning format officially
began on August 31. Students in grades
3-8 have live classes scheduled throughout
the day, while our younger learners have a
scheduled morning meeting, pre-recorded
lessons, and individual scheduled Zoom
sessions.
We are excited to begin this school
year and are hopeful for a quick return
to in-person learning. We will continue
to monitor our community spread and
adhere to recommendations set forth by
the Cuyahoga County Board of Health.

OLL Parishioners waving to staff in car parade!

by Beverly Caldwell
So the OLL Car parade got split into
three different days - two in August and
one in September. As Melissa Gali-Bird,
OLL Music Director and initiator of the
parade said, “it is a wonderful way to show
parishioners that we love them and are
thinking of them!”
After calling parishioners, the staff
realized that many parishioners, especially
those who were stuck at home due to

their age or risk, were lonely and needed
some cheer. Due to Covid and the safety
directives, Melissa came up with the idea
of a car parade! Sometimes, folks just
have to see your face! So the car parade
that contained a row of cars decorated
with slogans such as “We Love Our
Parishioners!” and “We Miss You!” rolled
through the church neighborhood beeping
horns and yelling Hello’s to anyone who
could hear!

First Day of School August 28

Welcome Back OLL Students!
by Jenny Millett
The first day of school at Our Lady of the Lake is August 28 – and this year is
different because school will begin virtually. Still, we can’t wait to meet new friends,
and see our old friends again. It will be a different kind of classroom as it will be
remote, but we are eager to see everyone’s smiling faces again!

Our Lady of the Lake ~ olleuclid.org ~ Phone: School 216-481-6824 ~ Parish 216-486-0850
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT. FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY. CREDIBILITY.

Second Quarter Honor Roll

Euclid High School welcomes Andre Euclid City Schools will remain
Rudolph as new principal
virtual through October 16
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Early Kindergarten and New
Students

Free Meals Available!

PCs for People providing laptops
and hotspots for families in need

Euclid Schools issue on the
November 3rd ballot

Tech Distribution

Euclid Panthers
Football Starts
season off with a
Win

Call or stop by today for more information!

Does your child turn 5 after the Kindergarten cut-off date? Imagine Bella enrolls
students in Kindergarten with our regular
enrollment process for all children who
turn 5 by September 30th. Students who
turn 5 by December 31st can test into
our Early Kindergarten program. Stop by
Imagine Bella Academy of Excellence to get
an Early Kindergarten information kit and

learn more about our Early Kindergarten
program. Students must pass Early Kindergarten Test and submit a referral from
a parent. Please call ahead to reserve a time
for your test.
Now Enrolling at our K-6 campus!
Call 216-481-1500 for more information
or stop by the school.

Virtual Learning

We are using Google Classroom this year and are excited for the start our year of virtual
learning!

Chromebook Pickup and Virtual
Open House!

Curbside Meal
Distribution

Time to meet your teacher and hear all about the
classroom!

Mrs. Heston is working from the virtual art studio
and explaining the art portfolio that each student
has received!

Google classroom will be our learning platform this
year! Let’s go!

Mrs. Jenkins explains to her students how to use
important features in our virtual classroom!

Ms. Hoy welcomes the students to her classroom to
start their morning routines!

Art Portfolios are ready for pickup!

Drive through pick-up of materials included Chromebooks and workbooks for a great start to the year!

www.euclidschools.org
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

Teachers from Imagine Bella were excited to see families in August to provide
Chromebooks, workbooks, and school
supplies for a successful start to the year!

Teachers met one on one with students and
parents in virtual open house meetings. We
are so excited to start the new year.

Mr. W and many teachers at the school have created Virtual Bitmoji classrooms for students to quickly go to
important links and resources!

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com
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St. John Nottingham Lutheran School exists to equip the children
of the Greater Cleveland and surrounding area with integrity,
creativity, academics, compassion, and spiritual maturity in a diverse,
interconnected, and ever-changing world.

A
MessageRaffle
from Weekend
Fr. John
Amazing
including a top prize of $10,000. Tickets

SJN Goes All Out On In-School
Precautions

by David Peck
As we get ready for the imminent start of
our school year on September 9th, one main
concern (beyond our Lord and Savior, of
course) is what MORE can we do to maximize the safety of our students and staff.
SJN made the decision to offer on-campus
instruction this year, and to allow those students who wished to to attend school online.
Not with work packets or with remote assignments, but actually attending the same
classes as their on-campus peers, receiving
the same instruction, and being responsible
for the same assignments.
We are doing this by livestreaming our
classes using Google Classroom. Students
who are attending online get up in the
morning at the same time they always did,
dress in school dress code, and log in by 8:55
for attendance. From that point forward
they are in class, attending school as normal.
The only difference is that they are present
via their computer rather than physically.
The idea is to get the school day as normal as
possible, to provide the student with a routine that is familiar, that FEELS like school.
That routine, that sense of normalcy is incredibly important to our kids, and we feel
that, as a school, we should be trying to get
as close as possible to it.
Yes, all of our kids will be wearing masks.
Yes, hand sanitizing stations will be everywhere. Yes, we have mapped out all the
proper social distancing markers. Yes, we

have thought and though and thought and
rethought every policy and procedure possible. Yes, we have all of our ducks in a row
and all of our contingency plans for almost
ANYTHING that might happen in place.
We’ve even arranged it so that for most assignments, no actual physical materials have
to change hands either direction.
But what MORE can we be doing?
That question drives us. We made the decision to offer on-campus classes after a lot of
prayerful consideration and a lot of communication with our families and the community to find out what they needed from us, so
how can we make it as safe as possible?
Which brought us to the cubicle project.
The brainchild of our senior pastor, Rev. Dr.
Walther Marics, we are constructing, well,
cubicles for our classrooms. Made out of
PVC piping and plastic, each cubicle provides a safe, secure space where students
are protected on all sides from possible
exposure. Students will be able to be in the
classroom, actively part of the lessons and
activities, while still maintaining maximum
safety precautions.
This is a trying time for all of us. SJN is
here to help. We still have room in our 2nd,
3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th grades if you are looking for a small, Christ-centered education
from a school that cares, a school that listens
to you, a school where the needs of the child
come first.

Principal’s Welcome
by David Peck
St. John Nottingham Lutheran School is a
special place. Founded in 1892 in what was
then the tiny little village of Nottingham,
Ohio, the Lord has blessed us with 125
continuous years of educational ministry
in North East Ohio! I first came to SJN as
a wet-behind-the-ears teacher 17 years ago,
and this is more than just a school to me. It’s
where I really learned to be a teacher. Oh, I
learned the theory and the philosophy and
the techniques up at Concordia University
in Ann Arbor, but it was here, in the classrooms of St John Nottingham that I learned
how to teach, that I learned how to put students first, that I learned how to faithfully
and carefully cultivate education in each
individual student, regardless of what level
they might be on. It’s where I learned how
to roll up my sleeves and get to work serving
the Lord and His children. SJN is my home.
I take my role now as Principal very, very
seriously. My job is to make sure that every teacher has the resources, support, and

training they need to do their job, and that
every student likewise has the resources,
support, and opportunities to grow, learn,
and excel. When you send your child to SJN,
you can be absolutely confident that every
moment of my, and my staff’s time, here at
school will be dedicated to just that. (And
quite a bit of their time at home, too! Teaching is not a 9-to-5 job, and that’s another
thing I learned at SJN.)
We have truly been blessed here at St.
John Nottingham, and I encourage you to
come and visit us and see what 125 years
of dedicated Christian education looks like
up close. Call us at the office and set up an
appointment for a tour! (216-531-8204) But
hurry, classes are filling up even as you read
this!
Serving you in His name,
David T. Peck, Principal

EDUCATING FOR ETERNITY | 1027 E 176th St, Cleveland, OH 44119
Church: (216) 531-1156 | School: (216) 531-8204 | stjohnnottingham.org
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

Wow, what a strange few months we
have had! From what I am hearing and
reading, while things are starting to open
back up, we will have a lot of restrictions
and necessary social distancing for the
foreseeable future. With that reality, I
made the difficult decision to cancel the
annual parish festival that was scheduled
for August 6 – 9, 2020. There are just too
many unknowns and potential restrictions
that make it too risky, both from a health
and safety point of view for volunteers
and guests, as well as from a financial
by Nathan Raddell
standpoint. We have scheduled the 2021
We were not able to have a complete 4-day
Festival for August 12 – 15, 2021.
Festival this year, but we needed to bring
the community together in some way. We
The parish festival is the primary
decided that a Tailgate would be perfect, a
fundraiser for our school. Fortunately,
small and socially distant event with food
we are able to move ahead with one of the
and music! The best way to start off any
major events of the festival: our Grand
event is to celebrate Mass. On August 8th at
Prize raffle! This raffle provides the
4:00 pm we started are evening the Saturopportunity to win a number of prizes,
day vigil Mass followed by food and fun in
the SRW Parking Lot. A very nice number
of parishioners came out for this Tailgate
event and were able to socially distance in
the parking lot. We missed having our parishioners gather here with us as a community, conversing and laughing. It was quite

can be found at the front desk of the parish
office. Ticket stubs may be returned to
the school or parish office, mailed to us, or
dropped in the weekly collection. Please
print legibly so that if you win, we will be
able to correctly announce your name.
The Top Student Seller will win a prize of a
$500 Amazon Gift Card. To the next top 5
sellers, we will present a $50 Amazon Gift
Card.
ALSO, DON’T FORGET, IF THE
WINNING TICKET IS SOLD BY
AN SRW STUDENT, HE/SHE WILL
RECEIVE FREE TUITION FOR THE
ENTIRE 2020 – 2021 SCHOOL YEAR.
The winners of the raffle will be drawn on
Sunday, August 9 at Noon. The drawing
will take place outside the Church and also
online so people can watch virtually. If
you live in the state of Ohio, you can buy
tickets
online.
We will
haveit atoo.
link on the
apparent
that they
missed
homepage
ofmusic
our website:
We had live
by local musicians play
www.srweuclid.cc.
all evening long on the eastern side of the
school. We couldn’t have a dance floor or
God
bless
you,
and be assured
people
piled
together
in front of
ofmy
the band
continued
prayers.
but there was
plenty of dancing and singing all along the parking lot. The next day
Peace,
we held our annual raffle at 12:00 pm noon.
The raffle was live-streamed on Facebook so
Fr.
John Betters
everyone
would be able to tune from home.
We were so glad to have perfect weather
for these events, allowing us the ability to
gather together outside safely. We want to
thank everyone who came out to the tailgate, everyone who purchased raffle tickets,
and everyone who volunteered there time.

Project Hope For The Homeless
by Renee Barber
Shelter Needs
On my drive to work several days ago, a
news story was talking about impending evictions due to the pandemic. One
woman interviewed said that she had just
received a statement for four month’s rent
totaling over $5000.00 and had no means
to pay it. The reporter said that this crisis
is hitting renters particularly hard; many
people have no idea where they will go if
forced out.
Several days later I came across a list of
needs for Project Hope for the Homeless
by Painesville.
Nathan Raddell
in
Project Hope operates an
adult shelter, a daily shelter for families,
year Vacation
Bible School
andThis
a three-unit
transitional
housingwas
pro-a
little different
as62
you
imagine
in light
gram
for seniors
andcan
over.
I first became
of the COVID-19 situation. Mostly everything that we originally envisioned had to
be changed, postponed, or canceled.
When we were faced with the idea of canceling this week-long summer event, Fr.
Thom said, “The show must go on.”

acquainted with this ministry through
parishioner Mary Ellen Fellenstein who
enlisted donations from our SRW Seniors’
Group several years ago. The need was
great then so I can’t begin to imagine what
they are facing today.
So, for all you avid Amazon shoppers,
here is an incredibly easy way to help Project Hope for the Homeless. Access their
wish list at https://amzn.to/3dAmJxK You
can make your selections and they will be
delivered directly to Project Hope!
If you are waking up every morning
with a roof over your head and food in the
refrigerator, consider using the above link
and help those who are dependent on others for those comforts.
Have a peace-filled week!

Virtual Vacation Bible School

Community Meal Expanded!
Virtual Vacation Bible School.
Although we could not gather together
here on campus, we could share
the Good Word with our little ones in
by Nathan Raddell
other ways. Fr. Thom went to work and
Take Away Meals
came up with a series called DiscoverSs Robert and William Parish
ing Jesus with Sherlock Holmes. This
367 East 260th Street
5-episode mini-series features fun,
Euclid, Ohio
singing, and discovery in our first ever

Virtual Vacation Bible School.
In We
September
we arereceived
expanding
our
meal
have already
many
emails,
program!
phone calls, and letters on how excited

our little learners are to explore the
Now
Free MealsSherlock Holmes.
worldServing
of Detective
Every
SECOND
of the Month
If you have TUESDAY
a preschool-aged
child,
And
check out the free episodes onour
Every
TUESDAY
of the Month
websiteLASTat
https://srweuclid.cc/vbs.
5:00
–
5:45
pm
We loved creating these episodes, and we
Join
both
meals
each
month!
wantus
tofor
share
them
with
as many
little ones
Tell
a
neighbor
or
friend
as possible.

SAINTS ROBERT & WILLIAM CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Transitional Deacon Mass
by Nathan Raddell
On August 7th, four seminarians walked
into Ss. Robert & William Church and
walked out as deacons. Although the situation was not an ordinary one, with social
distancing and masks, the spirit of Christ
was ever-present. In Bishop Martin Amos’
Homily, he remarked, “Ordination indelibly marks you and configures you to
Christ, who made himself a deacon and
servant of all.” The Church’s resolve was on
full display as these young men journeyed
onward in the path of service despite the
complications and limitations put in their
way due to Covid-19.
It was a great honor to host this momentous event for our parish and our
diocese. During this time of the pandemic,
the number of people allowed to gather is
limited, but in all situations, we need to be
creative to achieve our goals. We here at

Ss. Robert & Williams are happy we could
be part of the solution. Since many family
members and friends could not physically
come to the ordination, the seminarians
needed a place that could live-stream the
mass. Fr. John and the parish staff worked
diligently over the past few months to ensure a high-quality live-stream. It is a great
honor to be able to utilize this service for
the diocese. Through the live-stream, hundreds of people were then able to watch and
celebrate with these four men.
Many tasks may have become more
challenging in these times, and many
things have suffered. It is easy to become
downtrodden, but we need to look at these
occasions where we were able to reach out
and lend a hand. Find ways to persevere
through joint efforts. To cherish the times
we overcame hurdles together under the
love of Jesus Christ.

What Have You Been Thinking
About Lately?
by Renee Barber
There may be one positive result of Covid19: We have gotten a bit more reflective.
For many, those reflections have created a
shift in priorities, a greater appreciation for
community, and a greater awareness of caring for the needs of others. And while we
are all looking for ways to protect our physical health, many now also seek a healthier

spirituality; a search for wisdom, a desire
for peace.
If you have been searching, come and
tell us your story. We would love to hear it!
And we would love to tell you ours! Pope
Francis said, “The Church is a house of joy.”
The people of Ss. Robert and William
want to share that joy with you.
Call Renee Barber at 216-731-1515 Ext. 262

There’s no doubt that the world has had its fill of negative news lately. It seems
like bad news is around every corner, here at Ss. Robert & William Catholic
Church, we felt it was time to take action and bring some positivity to our
community. In a joint effort with St. John of the Cross, we have found a way to
reach out to our community in these secluded times.
Ever since the national shutdown, we have live-streamed a weekly concert for
anyone in need of some joy and uplifting music. The hour-long performances
led by our Music Directors, Kyle Lorek and Dr. Francesco Binda, are comprised
of many styles and combinations of musicians. You can find the live-stream
every Wednesday night, starting at 7:00 pm on our website at srweuclid.cc/
live-stream. If you have missed any of these great performances, there’s no
need to worry, we record every concert and have them listed for future viewing.
Don’t miss out on these heartwarming events. The live performances are only
around for a limited time and will soon conclude.

Summer Outdoor Book
Discussion
TUESDAYS, JULY 28 - AUGUST 11
DAYTIME & EVENING OPTIONS
11:45AM Saints Robert & William
6:30PM Saint John of the Chross
Traits of a Healthy Spirituality
By Sr. Melannie Svoboda
Discussion limited to 10 participants
Additional groups will be added as needed
Register no later than Thursday, July 2nd
Books are $10.00 per copy and will be available
for pick-up at the rectory. You will be notified
when they arrive! Bring your own chair and
refreshment. For more information or to make
a reservation call SRW Rectory at 216-731-1515

351 E. 260th St., Euclid, OH 44132

216-731-3060

Join
the Discussionat:
at: www.euclidobserver.com
www.euclidobserver.com
Join the
Discussion

ONLINE: srwschool.cc
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VASJ Alumni: Get to Know Ashen Ward ‘08
as well as the title of team captain and the
Bill Daley Leadership Award in 2011 and
2012. Ashen holds a bachelor’s degree in
special education from YSU and a master’s
degree in educational administration from
Cleveland State University.
Ashen worked as an intervention specialist at Orange High School for the last
seven years and coached basketball for
eight years, now entering the fourth serving as head coach. In the spring of 2020,
Ashen was named head coach of the VASJ
men’s basketball program. Previously, he
served as assistant coach for the VASJ basketball teams that won the state championship in 2015 and 2017.
Ashen is the proud husband of Nikki
and father to two beautiful children, Ashen
Jr. and Alivia.
Where did you grow up while attending
VASJ?
I was born and raised in Cleveland. I grew
up in the Collinwood area for most of my
childhood. From the ages of 3 to 14, I lived
off of Lakeshore Boulevard. However, as
a sophomore at VASJ, my parents and I
moved to Richmond Heights.

Viking Reflections: Basketball great Clark Kellogg ’79

In this time of
COVID-19, death,
disruption, economic
suffering, racial turmoil,
social distancing and
uncertainty, I’ve spent
plenty of time praying
and thinking about the
state of our communities
and country and how
might I “be” better while
“doing” better for others.
Clark Kellogg ’79
These are disturbing
and disheartening times
indeed … for all of us. Yet I remain hopeful because
of the great capacity and spirit that we all have to
care for each other and to do good. I’m confident
that faith-inspired spirit, coupled with our common
humanity, will win the day over time.
My hopefulness is primarily borne of my faith in
God through Jesus Christ. I became a Christian in
the winter of 1986, surrendering my heart and life to
the lordship of Christ, and since then, I’ve sought to
be guided in word and deed by the word of God as
revealed through the person of Jesus Christ.
But my hope is also borne of my upbringing,
formal education and experience as an accomplished
high school, college and pro basketball player.
My parents (now deceased) provided a stable,
loving home for me and my four younger siblings.
By example and through words, it was impressed
upon us that treating all others with care, compassion
and respect was expected and mandatory.
As a black man, my dad, Clark (a Cleveland
police officer) encountered racism as one of the few
black police officers on the West Side during the
mid-1960s. He impressed upon us that some folks
in the world would view and treat us differently
because we were black, but that we were to
always treat others based on their humanity and
individuality.
When I matriculated to VASJ in 1975, I was one
of a very small percentage of black young men in a
predominantly white, Catholic high school. Being
both black and non-Catholic, standing 6 feet 3 inches
as a freshman, and having a budding reputation as a
basketball player made me a bit of a curiosity to my

new classmates — and perhaps to my teachers as
well.
I don’t recall feeling any racial tension from
anyone, just the normal awkwardness and “feeling
out” process that accompanies being new to a school
and different in race and religion. Having attended
predominantly black public elementary and junior
high schools added to my reticence as well.
From the time I was 9 years old, sports captivated
me, especially basketball. By the time I was 11,
basketball and I started a love affair that has
energized and fulfilled me as a player for close to 20
years and a broadcaster for more than 30. Basketball
has been a blessed and constant companion
throughout my life. As a matter of fact, until coming
to faith in Christ in 1986, basketball was on the
throne of my life. Clearly out of place, until my
repentance.
I’m deeply indebted to the game, as so
many good things in my life are the fruit of my
experiences, lessons learned and relationships made
in basketball, for which I thank God.
Reflecting back on my time at VASJ, the
demonstrated, practiced and taught values of
fairness, justice, love and service to others helped me
to minimize differences in others and myself while
elevating our common humanity. Doing to others
what you would have them do to you, as Jesus states
in the gospel of Matthew, comes to mind.
Sports in general is a powerful yet imperfect
example of how the values of care, commitment,
effort, love, sacrifice, service and teamwork can
bridge socio-economic and racial gaps.
Powerful because in my experience in the game
of basketball at every level, folks from diverse
backgrounds and races have coalesced around the
game and a common goal. Embracing the work of
“the many becoming united as one” and bearing
the fruit of enriched lives through shared personal
experiences and relationships.
Sports is imperfect in that we know coaching,
management and ownership positions are devoid of
the type of diversity we see on courts and fields of
play for myriad reasons. Issues of systemic structures
that are barriers to advancement for blacks and other
minorities and racial stereotypes that exist, to name a
couple examples.

Ashen Ward Sr. ‘08 joined VASJ’s boys basketball team as head coach earlier this year.

Clark Kellogg ’79 was inducted into the VASJ Hall
of Fame in 1987 in recognition of his outstanding
achievement in athletics.

Nevertheless, sports at every level provides an
instructive template for racial harmony. Its status
and esteem in our country and the world provides
athletes, coaches, leaders, owners and fans a unique
platform. A platform that can — and has been —
catalyzed and leveraged for lasting change in the
fight for justice, racial equality and bringing people
together in unity while embracing our differences.
I experienced that at VASJ in the late ’70s and
throughout my basketball career in the days since.
I thank God for my education and experience as
Viking.
In closing, there are “many branches” on the
tree of justice and racial equality in our country,
and sports is just one of those. Let’s all resolve to
do what we can in producing the fruit that we’re
made to bring forth: equality, fairness, justice, love,
righteousness and unity.

Updates regarding VASJ and COVID-19

The health and safety of our VASJ
students and families is our top priority.
Our administration has been hard at
work creating a plan for a safe and
responsible reopening of the school.
With new information coming out
every day regarding COVID-19, we
know this can be an overwhelming
time. We’ve created a resource center
on our website to make it as easy as
possible for our students and parents to

get the information they need. Check it
out at vasj.com/covid-19-updates.
We’ll continue to add information
to the resource page in the coming
days and weeks, so please check back
there frequently for updates. We’ll also
continue to share information with our
community via email and the school’s
social media platforms.
We ask for your prayers and support
as we navigate these uncharted waters.

VILLA ANGELA-ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL
18491 Lakeshore Boulevard / Cleveland, OH 44119 / 216-481-8414 / vasj.com
Catholic education in the Ursuline and Marianist traditions
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

by Cheryl Stashinko
Ashen Ward Sr. is a 2008 graduate of Villa
Angela-St. Joseph High School. During his
time at VASJ, Ashen maintained a 3.8 GPA,
was captain of the men’s varsity basketball team, and was named the Division III

Player of the Year in 2007 and First Team
All-Ohio in 2008.
Following VASJ, Ashen continued his academic and athletic career at Youngstown
State University. His achievements on the
court earned him a Division I scholarship

Where did you go to school before VASJ?
Prior to attending VASJ, I went to Margaret Spellacy Middle School and Henry W.
Longfellow Elementary School.
Which teacher or class at VASJ do you remember most and why?
I enjoyed many classes during my time at
VASJ, but the most memorable classes for

me were the computer skills course taught
by Mr. Steve Wallace and my English class
taught by Mrs. Lori Morth-Suttell. I enjoyed both of these classes because we had
inspiring conversations about life and how
our choices/actions either positively or
negatively affect our future and community. These discussions stuck with me for
the rest of my life and helped to shape the
man that I am today.
Did you have a favorite spot to hang out
and what did you like about it?
My favorite place to hang out at VASJ was
the gymnasium. I love basketball, so any
time that I could get in the gym, that’s
where I wanted to hang. Whether I was
watching film with some of my teammates,
getting up shots after lunch, or playing card
games with Coach Tony Redding and my
friends, the gym was always my favorite
place to be.
What, if anything, about your experience
at VASJ would you do over?
If I could do anything over during my time
at VASJ, I would have probably been more
active in extracurriculars other than basketball. I wish I had run for student council
or even joined some other clubs. Academics and basketball were my main priority,
but looking back, it would have been nice to
be more involved with other groups within
the community.
To participate or nominate someone for
a VASJ Alumni: Get to Know column, contact Cheryl Stashinko at alumni@vasj.com

What to Do with Yard Waste

Never pile yard debris or grass clippings along
stream edges.

Never blow grass clippings or yard debris into the
street.

Now Available for Rental!

823 EAST 185TH STREET • CLEVELAND, OHIO

(216) 860-0473

LaSalleCLE@gmail.com

LaSalleCLE.com

by Elizabeth Hiser
We all know that it is not acceptable to
dump tires, machine parts, plastics and
other unnatural trash into our waterways.
But many still believe it’s okay to put yard
debris like grass and leaves onto a streambank, in a storm drain, or into a ditch.
Well, when it comes to dumping, even
organic yard debris doesn’t “cut it.” While
leaves will naturally fall into the water, we
need to be mindful not to upset nature’s
balance.
Leaves and grass clippings from our
maintained landscapes should never be

Cleveland Job Corps Now

Enrolling

If you are looking for a better quality of life and
willing to dedicate yourself to a life changing
program, Cleveland Job Corps is for you!
216.541.2500

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

dumped or piled in and around waterways
or storm drains.
Yard waste:
•is the 2nd largest category of all discarded
trash.
•decomposes and uses up the oxygen in
streams, makes streams smell bad, and it
looks unsightly.
•nutrients can lead to algae blooms and fish
kills.
•can obstruct flow and clog downstream
culverts, leading to localized flooding and
erosion problems.
•piled on streambanks can choke out plants
that serve to stabilize and prevent erosion.
Yard waste should be composted or set
out with the trash according to your community’s yard waste pick-up guidelines.
Want to learn more? Check out the
Cuyahoga SWCD Green Yards and Healthy
Homes Webinar and our Watershed Management Resources Page for more information.
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RITA Tax Battle Takes Center Stage Again

( continued from front page )

Euclid’s Tax Administrator, Nick Caplick, outlines reasons why he believes a partnership with RITA is the
City’s best option moving forward. The discussion of
the issue was held online.

Members of Euclid’s City Council and the Administration along with a RITA representative discuss the potential RITA
partnership in virtual Executive & Finance Committee meetings.

Holzheimer Gail, the City still needed to
modernize its Tax Department.
Euclid’s Finance Director James Smith
and Mayor Gail asked Tax Administrator
Nick Caplick to put together a plan for the
department. The plan needed to address
three key issues: Staffing, technology and
access to data – including Federal Tax Information. After researching several options it was determined that the available
technology and data solutions were inferior.
Mr. Caplick then explored a possible
partnership with RITA that would modify
the approach previously rejected by Euclid
voters. “We really couldn’t update our
technology on our own,” said Caplick at
the second of two recent Zoom-style Ex-

ecutive & Finance Committee meetings.
Caplick went on to explain the advantages
of working with RITA and that he believes
it is in the best interest of the City and its
residents.
“This partnership will be a good thing
for the City of Euclid. Residents really
won’t see any difference (in service). We
just want to use the technology that RITA
has. They (RITA) have the ability to do
this more efficiently than we (Euclid) can,”
added Caplick.
At one point, Director Smith provided
a cost comparison between City of Euclid cost to collect taxes and RITA. His
comparison showed RITA saving the City
money. Another reason to partner with
RITA, according to several speakers, is

the collection of taxes due to the City that
are otherwise not collected due to inferior
technology, a lack of needed data, and too
few resources.
Both Mayor Gail and Caplick fielded a
number of questions from Council members, with many wondering what the difference was between the rejected deal of
November and the current recommendation. While the difference were detailed,
including some guarantees regarding
employment levels within the department
that allows for local service consistent with
current service levels, the potential switch
to a RITA-City of Euclid Tax department
partnership is not without controversy.
While the referendum vote in November
rejected the idea of RITA’s involvement
with income tax collection in Euclid, City
Council has the power to effectively overrule the vote. This potential for change will
certainly be controversial as one of Euclid’s
newest Council members was an organizer
of the referendum opposing RITA.
Ward 3 Councilman and past Mayoral

candidate Marcus Epps asked multiple
questions during the discussion, pushing
particularly hard on staffing level guarantees. When public comments were taken,
one of the first emails read was from Jeff
Beck, another organizer of the referendum
opposing RITA. Beck’s tersely worded
message called considering RITA a “slap in
the face” of the voters and warned council
members that “negating our vote will end
your political career.”
Throughout the discussion, Mayor Gail
focused on the potential to collect more
taxes and generate more revenue for the
City - which a more technologically-advanced RITA partnership can offer. “(A
RITA partnership) will enable us to collect
the tax dollars our city deserves.”
One issue that has gone largely undiscussed throughout the RITA controversy
is the ambiguous and currently in dispute
cost sharing calculation of income tax due
to Euclid City Schools. This potential flaw
in allocation dates back to the inception of
the 0.85% shared income tax between the
City and the schools and specifically how
the credit for tax paid to another city is
“shared” between the City and schools.
Gail promised that any consideration of
RITA would go through a thorough public
hearing and is trying to arrange for a public forum discussion of the topic, in spite of
the constraints of the COVID-19 environment. “We’re not trying to do it quickly.
We’re trying to do it right.”

COVID-19 Evictions Could Leave More Women Without a Vote

Women have consistently outpaced
men in voter turnout across racial groups
and education levelssince the 1980s. And
because women, as a voting bloc, have historically leaned toward Democratic party
candidates, evictions could mean a partisan impact. In 2016, then -Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton led among women
voters by13 percent compared to President
Donald Trump. That gap has widened in
2020, putting former Vice President Joe
Biden ahead of President Trump by25 percent among women voters, according to
recent polling.
For now, the anticipated surge in evictions hasn’t manifested. In July, there were
423 eviction filings in Cleveland,down
55 percent from the same month the year

prior. But there’s reason to believe the data
doesn’t yet reflect the situation to come.
The national moratorium on evictions
— a 120-day freeze that applied to many
renters and was part of the CARES Act —
was lifted in July. On August 11, President
Trump said: “We are stopping evictions.
We’re not going to let that happen,” But the
president’s top economic policy analyst,
Larry Kudlow, walked back those comments days later.
Meanwhile, Congress has been unable to
agree on further relief for keeping people in
their homes, despite the success of CARES
Act protections.
“Eviction and voting don’t go real well
together. It becomes a form of voter suppression,” says Bill Faith, executive director of the Coalition on Homelessness and
Housing in Ohio.
In the months leading up to the election, community groups in Cleveland have
stepped in to register voters and recruit poll
workers, canvassed door-to-door while
passing out supplies like masks, bandanas
and hand sanitizer.
One of those groups is Cleveland
VOTES, a nonpartisan organization
founded by two Black women. The group
aims to get low-income residents involved
in the democratic process in tandem with

the board of elections. As of Aug. 17, the
county elections board had received more
than40,000 vote-by-mail applications.
“I know that people are getting the message, I know that more people are applying
for vote-by-mail,” says Jennifer Lumpkin,
civic engagement strategist for Cleveland
VOTES.
In this year’s primary election, Ohio
voter turnout was down close to 45 percent compared to 2016, according to aJuly
report by the Stanford-MIT Healthy Elections Project. That was the steepest fouryear dip of any state.
The decline has been attributed to a
confluence of factors, including fear of the
virus, conflicting information about when
and how to vote, slowed mail delivery and
primary races that were less competitive
than in 2016. Another factor was the twostep process to vote by mail, or absentee, in
Ohio. Voters have to fill out and return a
paper ballot application to their local board
of elections before getting a ballot to cast.
Early and in-person voting will still be
offered, though the state is limiting secure
ballot drop boxes to one in each of the
state’s 88 counties. Given health and safety
concerns, particularly in the city’s Black
communitydisproportionately hit by COVID-19 infections and deaths, groups like

Bagel Buddy’s
20070 Lakeshore Blvd
Mon—Fri 6:00 am to 1:00 pm
Sat and Sun 7:00 am to Noon
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

In our ongoing efforts for transparency, the Euclid City Council is presenting the Council Agendas which list our final actions regarding proposed legislation for the previous month. If
further details are needed, all council meetings are recorded and available at the Euclid Public Library. Please visit www.euclidlibrary.org. We hope you find this information useful.
Euclid City Council President,
Charlene Mancuso

( continued from page 4 )

Cleveland VOTES are emphasizing mail-in
ballots.
When it works properly, voting by mail
can actually help to overcome some of the
gendered barriers – like lack of transportation – that interfere with women’s votes,
Lumpkin says.
That aligns with Rodemann’s conversations with women in Slavic Village.
“You can talk about voting and say, ‘I
also want your voice to be heard. I want
you to be counted,” Rodemann said. “Folks
who don’t feel like they have a voice or they
feel unheard, they feel unseen, then they
don’t participate.”
Fuller Project reporter Jessica Washington contributed to this story.
Malcolm Burnley is a journalist withTheFuller Project, a global nonprofit
newsroom reporting on issues that affect
women. Rachel Dissell is a contributing
journalist with TheFuller Project.
Ballot applications can be dropped off in
a secure drop box in the parking lot of the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections at
2925 Euclid Avenue.
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The Magic of
Advertising
Gets You Business
Advertise Here
216.505.0185
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College but the long subway ride proved too
inconvenient for his mother and aunts.
He remained in P.S. 99 which he described as “a school for backwards teachers.”
While the book is funny it is not a gag fest.
It’s more like a long conversation with a familiar friend if you have followed his films
over the years. After making 51 movies,
starring in many of them, his record is hit
and miss. I consider myself a fan and when
looking at the list realize I haven’t seen half
of them.
What’s clear from the book he is a natural-born work horse. Dianne Keaton has
been quoted as saying she’s never met any-

luxury vinyl floor, new vanity, sink, Moen
faucet, mirror, shower trim, shower rod,
light, toilet and hardware new fridges and
stoves.

VISIT US AT: 4 Gateway Dr. Euclid, OH
44119, behind Home Depot, convenient
location

2 bedroom/2bathroom units are also
available and include standard washerdryer hookups.

ACTIVITIES AND EXTRAS:

morning exercise, bingo, weekly scheduled activities, monthly birthday parties,
holiday parties in large community room,
cable ready, all-inclusive rent!

Remodeled units for the first time in decades! All-inclusive rent (heating/cooling/
water, internet, tv)
*Please note that this is a facility for residents 55+ y/o only*
BATHROOM: updates with luxury vinyl
floor, new vanity, sink, Moen faucet, mirror, shower trim, shower rod, light, toilet
and hardware. We will feature the nicest
remodeled bathroom compared to any
apartment and most homes in the area.
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one more disciplined. At 85 he has the same
routine: breakfast and then writing long
hand on yellow legal pad for hours. A break
for lunch and then more writing. He writes
into the night or until the basketball game
comes on. He is season ticket holder for the
Knick’s I assume.
He says in the book he loves the work.
There have been times when I’ve seen one
of his lesser movies and thought: he didn’t
need to make that film. And I didn’t need to
see it. But the fact is he did need to make it.
He is a creative artist who lives for the work.
They aren’t all “Annie Hall” which won four
Academy Awards. But that’s not the point.

( continued from front page )

The point is doing the work. Facing the
blank page day after day and grinding it out
for good or ill.
The discipline has paid off. Woody has
the record for the most nominations for Best
Original Screenplay at 16. With three wins.
Not too shabby.
He goes to great lengths to defend his
romance and marriage to Soon-Yi in the
second half of the book. And They’ve been
married for 22 years now and their two adopted daughters are college age.
Predictably Mia Farrow doesn’t come off
very well in his telling of their relationship.
That whole affair was a hot mess by anyone’s

account. In the book he’s pretty matter of
fact about it all. He’s just disappointed that
so many people assumed the worst when
Farrow accused him of child abuse of his
own daughter.
Woody Allen’s most repeated quote is
“The heart wants what it wants.” Which
sounds like a lame excuse for selfishness in
the extreme.
My favorite quote of his is: “My grandfather, on his deathbed, sold me this watch.”
Thanks Woody.

( continued from front page )

The community (YOU!) will have the
ability to contribute to the mural by adding a hand print and participating in a
paint-by-numbers-like process similar to
the community-painted mural designed
by Charley Frances for downtown Euclid
in 2018 and also organized by Keep Euclid
Beautiful.
Due to Covid-19, it is necessary to preregister to participate in the community
painted mural event on Sunday, September
27th from 1 to 3pm as well as the clean-up.
More information and registration can be
found at www.cityofeuclid.com or by con-

Gateway Pointe 55+ Living in Euclid

Gateway Pointe is under new ownership
and continually doing complex-wide improvements! For the first time in decades,
units and common areas are being remodeld with striking and modern colors and
architechural designs! The flowing theme
of blues and greys brings a stylish flare to
the building and surrounding area.

Issue 9 		

Join Euclid resident Brittainy Quinn Media Alert ACCEL Schools
in creating a painted mural along
Babbitt Road

Call Cindy for a private showing of units:
216-383-1459

All-inclusive rent includes heating/cooling/ water, internet, and TV.

Gateway Pointe Senior Apartments is
ready to move in and under new ownership by a very well seasoned NE Ohio real
estate company! The owners of Gateway
Pointe hope to breathe new life into this
well-known property and hope to drive
more beneficial traffic to the area and
surrounding businesses. Gateway Pointe
has 1 and 2 bedroom units with spacious
floor plans and new cosmetic designs. 2
bedroom/1bathroom units are currently
available and include a stackable washerdryer hookup. 2 bedroom/2bathroom units
are also available and include standard
washer-dryer hookups.

•

Woody Allen Makes Book on a Career and Life

Gateway Senior Apartments:
Ready for move in! Major improvements to units include

Gateway Pointe Senior Apartments
currently has 2 bedroom units available
with spacious floor plans that include a
stackable washer-dryer hookup.
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KITCHEN: all appliances will be replaced
such as new fridges and stoves.
BEDROOMS: updated colors, new vinyl
blinds, light fixtures, satin nickel door
hardware and large closets
ENTIRE UNIT UPGRADES: modern
satin door handles, door stops, new door
hinges, (3) 10 year sealed lithium ion battery smoke detectors, all LED energy efficient light fixtures, new plumbing shut off
valves, new plumbing waterlines, all new
switches, outlets, cover plates.

2020 Census Completion Deadline
Is Now Sept 30th
( continued from front page )

EXTERIOR: spacious parking lot with
spots in the front and side, multiple entrances, 20 garage spots for additional fee,
private community grounds, rear patio and
sitting area
LOCATION – 4 Gateway Dr. Euclid, OH
44119, behind home depot, convenient location, under new ownership!
LAUNDRY: our building has (2) washers and (2) dryers on each floor. 2b/1b has
stackable 2b/2b has side-by-side washer

tacting Linda Beck at lbeck@cityofeuclid.com.
The mural is made possible through a
paint grant from Keep Ohio Beautiful and
Sherwin Williams, materials donation
from The Flying Scotsman as well as donations from Euclid residents and businesses.
An IOBY crowdfunding campaign is underway to help support the artist stipend.
Thanks to Cuyahoga Arts and Culture, all
donations will be matched dollar for dollar. Learn more and consider donating at:
https://ioby.org/project/babbitt-road-community-mural-euclid-ohio

Fully renovated kitchen with new cabinets, fixtures, countertops and appliances

with your neighbors, friends and family
members about the many ways you can respond to the Census and even assist those
who need help doing so.
You can take the Census online by visiting https://2020census.gov/en.html from
your smartphone or desktop. The site does
not save your data, so it is safe and private
to assist others in taking the Census this
way.
You can also take the Census over the

phone by calling 844-330-2020. Share this
phone number with those who do not have
internet access or who are uncomfortable
with taking the Census online.
Finally, the Census can be completed
by mail. The U.S. Census Bureau mailed
paper questionnaires to homes mid-April
with instructions on how to respond. If you
have lost or misplaced your questionnaire,
please respond to the Census online or by
phone with the number above.

ACTIVITIES AND EXTRAS: morning exercise, Bingo, weekly scheduled activities,
monthly birthday parties, holiday parties
in large community room, cable ready, allinclusive rent!
Call Cindy for a private showing of units:
216-383-1459

At East Academy, students physically distance using vinyl decals on the floor as visual reminders.

DAR PUBLIC RELATIONS, INC.
32100 Solon Rd., Suite 103
Solon, Ohio 44139
TEL: (440) 542-1060
MEDIA ALERT & INTERVIEW REQUEST
WHO: ACCEL SCHOOLS
WHAT: Ohio’s largest charter community
schools are excited to announce the opening of local schools in Cleveland, Akron,
and Canton Ohio. In-person traditional
classes are successfully being held at various locations throughout the area.
WHEN: Available for immediate interviews and tours of the schools which have
opened for the new academic school year.
WHERE: Representatives from schools
which have reopened in northeastern Ohio
are standing by to discuss and show how
the schools are operating under the new
normal.
WHY: To join the local conversation on
successfully teaching our students during
the school year with COVID 19 restrictions.
DETAILS: See the attached media advisory
and photos Media Contact:
DAR Public
Relations, Inc.
440-542-1060
dannette@darpr.com
ACCEL Schools Reopening 2020-21 School
Year
ACCEL Schools are some of the only
schools reopening with in-person learning
options in Northeast Ohio this school year.
With two schools opened this week and

more next week, ACCEL Schools are also
some of the first to reopen.
Families at these 21 tuition-free, public
charter schools have the option to choose
from Traditional (5 days at school), Online (5 days at home), or Hybrid (2 days at
school & 3 days at home) learning options
for the fall semester.
ACCEL Schools invites you to come and
see what the new school year looks like at
these K-12 schools.
Contact DAR Public Relations to book
an interview today for schools that are in
session:
East Academy in Collinwood – ready
starting 8/21. See photos below of yesterday’s opening!
STEAM Academy in Warrensville Heights
– ready starting 8/24
Cleveland Preparatory Academy in Old
Brooklyn – ready starting 8/25
Wright Preparatory Academy in Canton –
ready starting 8/25
Lincoln Park Academy in the Clark-Fulton
area – ready starting 8/27

Newly renovated bathrooms

Dreaming Is Where Your Next Adventure Begins.

Kollander World Travel (216) 692-1000
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

Ludwig’s
768 East 200th street
“We haven’t won any
contests, we’ll let
you be the judge.”
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October 5th is the last day to
register for November 3rd election
by Alisa Boles
Ohioans can register to vote online as well
as make updates to their existing voter registrations on the Ohio Secretary of State
web site at https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/.
To register online you will need to provide:
• Ohio driver’s license or Ohio identification card number

• Name
• Date of Birth
• Address
• Last four digits of your Social Security
number
In order to vote on November 3rd, registrations must be completed by October 5th.
For more information about voting, visit
VoteOhio.gov .

Voter Box Provides Convenient Info
for the Community

Voter info box located at 885 E. 222nd Street (outside PetFix Northeast Ohio).

by Christie Lucco
Do you still need to register to vote before
the October 5 deadline? (Voters must be
registered in Cuyahoga County in order to

vote in any election.) Or, are you worried
about staying healthy while standing in
line to vote on November 3? You can get a
voter registration application and/or a voteby-mail (absentee ballot) application at this
convenient box located at 885 E. 222nd
Street (in front of PetFix Northeast Ohio).
In Ohio, completed absentee ballots can
be returned via the U.S. Postal Service or
by in-person delivery. If returning by mail,
the absentee ballot must be postmarked
no later than November 2, 2020, but election officials recommend mailing as soon
as possible. If delivering personally, a voter
may drop off the absentee ballot or may
have a family member deliver the absentee
ballot by the close of polls on Election Day
(7:30PM EST on November 3, 2020) at the
Office of the Board of Elections only. The
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections is located at 2925 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland.
Absentee ballots may not be returned to a
precinct polling location.
For more information about voting, visit
https://boe.cuyahogacounty.us/.

Staying Safe From Identity Theft

by Rebecca Schmucker
Identity theft is on the rise and wreaking
havoc on the lives of many Americans.
While everyone is at risk and there is no
foolproof way to safeguard against it, learning how to protect yourself from this type
of fraud can go a long way in lowering your
risk of identity theft.
According to the Insurance Information
Institute, there were 3.2 million cases of
fraud reported to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) in 2019. Of those cases,
20.33% were identified as theft related. This
resulted in $667 million in losses, which
was a 46% increase since 2018. The FTC
showed Ohio faring better than most states
in reports of identity theft per capita in
2019, but still reporting more than 10,0000
complaints.
Kelly Slocum, Chief Financial Officer at
Eaton Family Credit Union, states, “while
no one is immune to identity theft, some
are more at risk than others. Children, seniors, active duty military and social media
users, who make it easy for cybercriminals
to discover personal and sensitive information, are all more susceptible to fraud.”

However, The Ascent noted people ages 30
to 39 reported the most cases (30.2%) of
stolen identity last year.
Kelly Slocum adds, “understanding different types of identity theft is essential for
protection against it.” According to The Ascent, the most common is credit card fraud,
which makes up 41.8% of identity theft
reports. Others include synthetic account
fraud, a combination of real and false information, and data breaches. The Capital
One cyber incident, which was the biggest
breach in 2019, falls under this category.
Credit unions exist to improve their members’ lives and offer guidance and resources
to help members better protect and manage
their finances. Most Ohioans are eligible to
join and enjoy the benefits. Find a credit
union near you at yourmoneyfurther.com.
Tips for lowering your risk of identity
theft…
One in 20 Americans are affected by
identity theft, totaling $1.9 billion in losses
in 2019. It’s an all too common threat these
days, but there are steps you can take to
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Lost and Found

by
Carole Price
Those
were
the days! It
was the 1950’s
and the Cold
War was raging between the United States
and the Soviet Union. School children
were issued dog tags defined as civil defense
metal identification necklaces. The threat
of nuclear war was so real that these tags
were to help the military identify bodies!-as
if there would be anything left to identify
The first dog tags were issued by New
York City school districts in 1952. Children
were instructed to wear them at all times.

“Duck and Cover” drills were conducted at
school reflecting the fear and paranoia of
the time. Students hid under their desks,
covering their heads much as they would
now for a tornado drill.
The memory ‘re-surfaced’ so to speak
this summer at the Utopia Beach Club when
the dog tag of Carole Rossman Price was
discovered this summer 63 years after it was
first issued. Name, address, birth date, and
religious affiliation still clearly visible.
Ironically, just down the street Holy
Cross Church was being built as a fortress
with extra thick walls and bore the designation of Fallout Shelter.

Request your Vote-by-Mail
application NOW for the November 3,
2020 election
by Alisa Boles
Ohio voters
have
until
noon 3 days
before
the
election, Saturday,
October
31st,
to submit an
application
to
Vote-byMail. There is
an additional
step in the process that must be taken even
sooner, which is to submit a request to have
the application mailed to you.
To be sure your vote counts, be sure to
request your application right away on the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections (BOE)
web site (https://boe.cuyahogacounty.us/
en-US/VoteByMail.aspx).
Consider the time it will take to do the
following:
1. request application to vote by mail
2. wait to receive application to vote by mail

3. complete and send application to vote by
mail (BOE must receive by 10/31)
4. wait to receive ballot
5. complete ballot AND
a) must be hand-delivered to BOE by 7:30
on election day, 11/3, by voter or a close
family member
OR
b) must be postmarked by the night before
election day, 11/2, and BOE must receive
within 10 days
If you still need to register, or update
your registration (i.e. change of name or
address), then this process will take even
longer.
If you have access to a printer, you can
print your own application and skip to step
3, but you still have to make sure to give
yourself plenty of time to send in the completed application, get you ballot and return
it by the deadline.
A voter with a qualifying disability under
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
may vote remotely using the remote ballot
marking system.

reduce the risk of falling victim to identity
fraud. Consider these valuable tips from
Nerd Wallet to protect yourself as much as
possible.
Freeze –Your credit, that is. Put a hold on
your credit with all three major bureaus –
Equifax, Experian, Transunion – to restrict
access to your records. New credit files are
unable to be opened until you decide to unfreeze. Both freezing and unfreezing your
credit are completely free. Additional guidance is available from the Federal Trade
Commission.
Protect your SSN – Your Social Security
number is a master key to all your personal
data, so you’ll want to guard it with your
life. Try not to give your number out. If you
do, be sure to ask why it’s needed and how
it will be protected. Never carry your Social
Security card with you and be extra careful
about storing paperwork with your number
on it.
Use strong passwords – Set unique passwords for your accounts and never reuse
them. A password manager can help you
create and store passwords. Add an authentication step instead of relying on security
questions that are too easy to figure out.
Set up alerts – Sign up for text or email
alerts through your credit union. You’ll
be informed every time a transaction goes
through on your accounts. This gives you
an opportunity to catch discrepancies right
away. The sooner you can report fraudulent
activity, the better.

Keep an eye on your mail – Stolen mail
is one of the easiest ways to commit identity theft. Sign up for Informed Delivery
through the U.S. Postal Service, which captures and sends you a daily preview of your
mail so you know if anything is missing.
Shred, shred, shred – Shred documents
with sensitive data frequently, including financial statements and those preapproved
offers that normally go straight in the junk
mail pile.
Go digital – When paying for something in
store or online, use an app containing digital versions of your credit and debit cards.
The encrypted transactions are safer and
transmit less germs, too.
Safeguard your phone – Mobile devices
pose a real risk for identity theft and far
too many people (48%, according to Nerd
Wallet) leave their phones unlocked and
unprotected. Consider placing a password
on your cell phone, as well as a personal
identification number (PIN) on your cellular account. Also, remember to turn off
Bluetooth if you’re not using it and be careful using public Wi-Fi, as others may be
able to see your personal data.
Keep an eye on your credit – Check credit
reports frequently to monitor all activity
and report anything you find suspicious.
Stay alert – Even under the most watchful eye, identity theft can still happen. Stay
vigilant with your personal data and report
anything that feels off. Early detection is
essential for correcting a problem.
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SENIORS

Beneath it all
by Bob Payne
I enjoy watching people and how they interact. I’m fascinated with random conversations and often wonder what’s behind
a person’s words. What makes people say
the things they do, and what do their words
reveal about the way they view the world?
Lately, I’ve noticed people don’t seem as
friendly, or patient, as they were. I’ve witnessed many conversations where people
seem agitated, terse, and short-tempered.
The ease and simple pleasure of daily interactions have changed. The pandemic
has not brought out our best (worry never
does). It has isolated us and brought fear to
the forefront.
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When every task and interaction is
viewed as risking your life, you can easily lose compassion for one another in the
name of self-preservation. When the bond
of common humanness is broken we no
longer view each other as fellow travelers
on the journey of life and potential friends
but instead reduce people to their utility for
our goals. They become a means to an end
or even a necessary evil. The way you see
people will certainly affect how you treat
them. Compassion and kindness suffer
when we no longer see ourselves in each
other, and when we view others as less, we
become less.
It is worth remembering that underneath

all the goings-on of the day, beneath the
restrictions of the pandemic and the craziness of today’s world, you are okay. Shut
off the TV for a little while. Take a break
from the internet with its constant noise of
problems and choir of issues. Separate. Recharge. Allow life to be as simple as it really
is without all the complications. Let go.
Relax. Muddy water is not made clear by
agitating it, but by leaving it alone. When it
comes to fear, don’t believe everything you
think.
You only have control over yourself, so
stop making life more difficult than it is.
Find your peace. Get grounded. The world
needs the centered you.

Hot lunches were a hit!

A Message from
the Manager

by Bob Payne
It looks like the long wait is almost over.
The Governor announced that senior centers can open starting September 21st, if
they can meet required guidelines. At
the time of this writing, August 28th, the
guidelines have not been published. Please
know we are working diligently to prepare
for eventual reopening, and are striving to
ensure a safe environment for members
and staff.
Since we do not know the requirements,
I cannot say exactly when we will reopen.
But, there will certainly be changes to normal operations. Masks and social distancing will be required, class offerings and sizes will be restricted, and meal seating will
be limited. This will be our new normal for
a while. I will publish further information
as it becomes available. Please watch the
City of Euclid website and the Euclid Senior
Center facebook page for updated information.
Be safe. Stay well. Hope to see you soon!

Farmers Market
Coupons
Happy recipients of a free lunch

Senior programs staff and volunteers handed out 500 meals

by Bob Payne
On Tuesday, August 25th, 500 free hot lunches were passed out at Memorial Park thanks to the generosity of Gordon Food Service (GFS),
the Western Reserve Area on Aging, and Edwins Restaurant. Special thanks to the City of Euclid, and the Senior Programs staff, for making
this happen.

David Simpson Hospice House Seeks Reception Desk
Volunteers

Maryellen Dombek of Mayfield Hts. is one of many volunteers welcoming visitors.

by Laurie Henrichsen
Are you looking for a way to give back to
the community to make a positive difference? Hospice of the Western Reserve is
seeking reception desk volunteers at David
Simpson Hospice House, its hospice inpatient care center located on E. 185th Street
on the Lake Erie waterfront.
Reception desk volunteers are often the
“first face of hospice” to visiting families
and guests. They not only provide a friendly welcome but play a crucial role in helping the facility provide a safe and secure
environment for patients, visitors and staff.
During the pandemic, receptionists play
an especially vital role, screening all visi-

by Bob Payne
ISenior Farmers Market Coupons for zip
codes 44117, 44119, 44123, and 44132 are
available on a first come first served basis from the Community Partnership on
Aging. Qualified seniors can take these
coupons to spend at farmer’s markets. The
program is age and income restricted.
Fresh produce, fruits and vegetables can be
purchased with the coupons. Contact the
Community Partnership on Aging at (216)
848-0595 for further details.

Jacob McClellan of Cleveland Hts. enjoys helping out as a reception desk volunteer at David Simpson Hospice House.

tors and taking temperatures. (Training for
these procedures is provided.)
“Many of our volunteers find it especially
meaningful to serve other families in this
role because their loved ones had received
hospice care here,” said Lori Scotese, Volunteer Service Manager. “It’s a way to give
back to help others going through this difficult time. Their personal experiences and
deep appreciation for our mission makes
the experience very fulfilling for them.”
Scotese said reception desk volunteers
work three-hour shifts, so a variety of
convenient time options are available to fit
almost any schedule. The reception desk
is staffed from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days

a week. Social distancing, masking and
stringent sanitization procedures are in
place to ensure a safe environment.
“If this sounds like a volunteer opportunity you may be interested in, we’d love to
hear from you,” Scotese said. “The first step
is to set up a virtual interview and complete
an application. Hospice of the Western Reserve conducts a background check for all
prospective volunteers and performs a required TB test at the agency’s expense. Flu
shots are also required.
Prospective volunteers are enrolled in
virtual training classes where they learn
more about Hospice of the Western Reserve’s mission, the David Simpson Hos-
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pice House facility, their new role and the
requirements of the position. Virtual volunteer training is offered once or twice a
month and consists of four three-hour sessions. “We take the time to work with them
to provide all the support and resources
they need to do a great job,” Scotese added.
For more information about becoming
a reception desk volunteer at David Simpson Hospice House, contact the Volunteer
Team at 216.255.9090, email volunteering@
hospicewr.org, or go online at Hospicewr.
org. Visit the volunteer page to fill out an
application.

The Euclid Observer Volume 11 • Issue 9
September 2020

HEALTH & WELLNESS

September Happy Hippy Mama
Coaching in Covid-Saving our
weeks and months will go,
Sanity with Virtual HEALTH HUGS
lean into those feels, just

by Natalie-Jo Flynn
This month I’m sharing an interview from
a conversation with an Entrepreneur looking for suggestions on how to improve their
business, I feel it says what many may need
to read.
Q: “How has this C-19 affected your life
and business?”
NJ: I feel it has in a positive way, I have been
taking time to really listen to what people
are struggling with and ways to reframe a
situation for them.
For many people, maintaining a healthy
mental and physical lifestyle has not been
easy for the last few months.
Fortunately, as a health coach, I have
been able to use great technology to keep
doing my job, keeping people on track with
their diet and life goals.
Q: What are people needing most?
NJ: For example, People who struggle with
weight maintenance, and self-sabotage,
they often just need to hear words of encouragement, know they can maintain accountability and get support.
Through the use of the available face-toface platforms it has been an extra boost to
hear and see the client as well as them see
me.
Q: Does the Technology take away from
the impact of the in-person support?
NJ: Before Covid, some appointments were
in-person but most were by phone due to
geography.
As a whole, switching to virtual appointments as the norm really helped keep everyone inspired and on track. This actually
made visits more efficient and those who
could be in the comfort of their home felt a
bigger boost in their progress.
Q: What is the biggest struggle with your
clients?
NJ: Ahhh, Being able to keep clients from
putting on “quarantine 15,” “pounds, from
Stress eating, boredom snacking, poor
choices, going to more processed foods
to cut down on shopping trips As well as
decreased physical activity, takes Support,
accountability and small steps.
The biggest issue encountered was an increase in people stress eating.
Being around foods all day in the comfort of home in comfy wear, was a big issue.
Checking-in weekly via virtual face to

face time has helped to prevent some serious self -sabotage.
More importantly, increases morale,
decreases personal perceived doom and
failure which would ensue with lack of resources and resilience.
Q: How are you making this easier for
your clients, or how do you feel you are
helping?
NJ: Being available and in-tune with their
needs when they cannot pin point them
has been a blessing, by going online for
one-on-one lifestyle coaching sessions was
an added bonus. For MTM, virtual face to
face has largely replaced in person as well
as reduce some of the challenges.
Seeing clients face to face even on screen
has been a game-changer. It’s a great way to
keep people on track, with the support, and
accountability contributing to ultimate
success.
Human connection is crucial to goal attainment and stress reduction too.
People work really hard to get where they
are in their personal health journey and we
certainly don’t want to risk falling onto old
habits.
Q: What do you say to those who are just
waiting for this to “get Better”?
NJ: I believe it is extremely important during a time like this for people to have the
support that they need and I love being able
to provide that.
Time waits for none of us, the stars will
not align, there will not be a Magic day
and time to get started, We have now, now
and now, every second that clock ticks was
an opportunity to get moving on our life,
Waiting will not get you there, doing will.
Q: What is a bit of advice, or suggestion
you have for those who feel stuck?
NJ: I love this, First, Get honest with yourself. If you are reading this you have the capacity to know what areas of your life you
may need support in, we cannot do it alone,
it takes a village, or at least an accountability person.
Write out your goals, and break it down
into small steps, then take step on.
If you need to repeat step 1, 10 times,
THAT’S OK, there is no fail, only growth.
Catch yourself when you start thinking
a negative and self-defeating thoughts, find
one tiny thing that is good right this second, then build on that.
Human connection is crucial to over-all
well-being, so at a time when we are not
getting as much connection with humans
in general, I am grateful to see my clients
virtually and help keep us all on track.
Contact Coach Natalie-Jo for a free
coaching session and resources to help you
with your Goals!
Natalie Jo Flynn, Dual certified NP,
Functional Health Coach, CLC, Founder
of Move That Mountain, Health and Life
Coaching
www.movethatmountainlife.com

Remember to pause and breathe wherever you are.
by Emily Holody
Happy SeptemberI hope this finds all of you well! As the
Covid-19 pandemic rages on, I find myself
trying to find new ways to shift and move
our lives. We are preparing for the start of
school, which for our family will be remote
at-home learning. Our three older girls attend school, and the entire school will have
a remote start, for the first six weeks. It is
not what we had hoped for months ago, but
it is what it is, and we are adjusting and
finding ways to find joy and excitement
even at this time.
The summer weather has brought us
lovely lake-filled afternoons, and campfire
filled nights. We have found small Ohio
mini trips to go on, and filled our days
with sand, sun, friends, and family. This
summer was not the one we had planned,
but it was wonderful all the same. It is
my hope that our fall is as well. If you are
feeling stressed or unsure how the coming

breathe, and remind yourself we have made it this far,
we will make it through the
next stages too. If you need
support or just an ear, please
remember I am but an email
away.
Last month, I touched
on some of my grief ramblings, and although there
were sad days in August,
there were many more happy days. As I continue to
reflect, and grow, and LIVE,
I am happy to find new and
old memories that fill the
empty spaces in my soul.
I hope you are doing the
same. No matter what your
journey is, know you are not

alone.
I was happy to find a new wonderful
cookbook to look through, Buck Naked
Kitchen by Kristen Buck has brought me
great joy. Looking through the lovely photos, and recipes have sparked my love for
Whole30 and have made me ponder doing
a Whole30 this fall. Something to kick
start a healthy school year that will give me
the recharge I need to chase our four wild
little women. If anyone else is feeling motivated for a recharge and possibly a healthy
change, shoot me an email at happyhippymama@yahoo.com or come find me on
Facebook at Happy Hippy Mama.
Whatever this new school year brings,
may we find peace and comfort in our community and city.
This months mantra:
I accept everything as it is right now
Until next time,
Namaste

Takahata Talk

by Chieno
Racism. Dreadful, abominable, ghastly,
horrendous, alarming. And, for most of
my life, I lived in utter ignorance of its ugly
ramifications to the African American race
for over 135 years, and counting.
I suppose blatant racism had to rear its
ugly head in the area of police brutality on
T.V. for me to fully grasp what black America has had to deal with in this one area.
No one should feel a sense of alarm when
a uniformed officer stops you for no reason
at all! And, yet, black American children
have been prepared for this scenario to not
make waves to make it home in one piece.
This is not a dramatic portrayal in a fictitious movie!
Our thinking is flawed. We are born

flawed. Doctors, lawyers, Indian Chiefs.
Everyone is born badly flawed, down to the
bone. A number of us make up our own
ethics to please our prideful selves because
we can.
However, no one is finer than anyone
else. And yet, we make ourselves big. We
make God small. And, one fine day, the opposite will be evident. Truth will prevail.
And, God will be the final judge, even as we
stutter in our faltering defense.
God has no favorites among His children, but we do. It’s okay. We can like
who we like on any given day. But, what
is not okay is to hurt the people we don’t
like. Unfortunately, the only real method
of curbing unfair treatment from the officers who hurt people that they don’t like
is stricter laws that must be followed, or
else! It’s the only worldly remedy for flawed
man, don’t you agree?
No more free reign to please our prideful
selves because we can. It is wrong. It would
be too dreadful, abominable, ghastly, horrendous, and alarming!

Are you or a loved one
struggling to kick addiction to
heroin or other opiates?

Wilke Hardware

We are here to help.
Call us about VIVITROL.

(216) 731-7070

216-486-SAVE (7283) www.MooreCounseling.com

We Repair Storm Windows
809 E.222nd st. Euclid OH 44123
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Will I Like Medicare?
by Laura
Mutsko
While we often
hear the complaints about
Medicare,
a
recent survey
showed
that
Laura Mutsko.
nearly
90%
Owner and Agent.
of
Medicare
Mutsko Insurance Services.
enrollees are
happy with their coverage and the care
they receive. Your satisfaction will be determined in a large part by the Medicare
coverage you select. Overall, I think you
will find there is a lot to like about Medicare including:
Preventive Care
Whether you have Original Medicare or
a Medicare Advantage plan, you will be
covered for a long list of preventive care
services, including immunizations, screenings, tests, and annual wellness visits with
your physician. Many Medicare Advantage
plans now include expanded coverage for
telehealth services, transportation to medical appointments, home-maker service and
a generous allowance for over the counter
medications.
Choice
While original Medicare (Parts A and B)
provides good basic coverage, it is not your
only option. A Prescription Part D plan will
add valuable coverage for your prescription
needs at reasonable rates.
You may also opt for a Medicare Advantage plan instead of Original Medicare.
Advantage Plans are offered by private
insurance companies who contract with
Medicare to provide all your Part A and

Part B benefits. Most Medicare Advantage
Plans offer additional benefits not covered
by Original Medicare including prescription drug coverage, vision, dental and hearing care, to name a few.
Affordability
Medicare works to contain your costs.
Medicare premiums tend to rise more
slowly than private health plans because
they are tied to inflation. Since 2013, private insurance premiums increased a little
over 120%, while Part B premiums only
increased by about 25%, or around $30 a
month.
Those who want to limit unexpected
medical costs can add a Medicare Supplement to Original Medicare. Medicare
Supplements cover all costs not covered by
Original Medicare including co-payments,
deductibles, and health care outside the
U.S. (Medicare Supplements do not cover
vision, dental or hearing coverage.)
A Medicare Advantage plan can bundle
your coverage for medical, hospital, vision,
dental, hearing and more in one plan. There
are a variety of plans for you to choose
from. Unlike Original Medicare, Medicare
Advantage plans have a maximum out-ofpocket cost which means you will never pay
more than your plan maximum each year,
no matter what your health care costs.
Learn the ins and outs of Medicare before you enroll in a plan. Join me for my
class, Getting Started with Medicare at the
Euclid Library on Wednesday, September
16, 2020 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. The class is
free, but you do need to register by calling
216-261-5300 extension 5100 to register.
To set up a personal appointment with me
contact me by email at Lmutsko@mutskoinsurance.com or call 440-255-5700.

Cleveland Clinic Euclid Hospital
Receives Award for Stroke Care

The New Captains of your Health
Care Team

At Dedicated Senior Medical Center, our
Primary Care Physicians (PCPs) are the
captains of your healthcare team. They
will see you once a month and oversee all
aspects of your healthcare needs, whether
you are sick or well. Your PCP will monitor your health and medications, order
your on-site tests and screenings, and co-

ordinate your care with all your specialists.
They will keep all your doctors informed
and on the same page, so you do not have
to. By coordinating all aspects of your
healthcare, they can keep you in the best
possible health.
Some of the on-site services they offer
are:
• Primary Care Providers
• Onsite Diagnostic Testing
• Medications Provided on-site
• Labs & Testing on -site
• X-Rays
• Door-to-Doctor Transportation Available
• LifeCard
• Cardiology
• Acupuncture
• Social Workers
• Exercise, Educational and Social Events
They are located at the old Rite-Aid
Building: 15105 St Clair Ave., Cleveland,
OH 44110, (216) 800-8020

Take a Bleacher Break to Avoid the Ache

by Kara Berger
As sports begin to make their return, you
may find yourself sitting on the bleachers for extended periods of time cheering
on your favorite athlete. This often leads

to lower back and upper buttock pain because you are sitting on a hard surface with
your back unsupported. A lack of support,
tends to pull you into a slouched position,
increasing the pull on the lower back muscles, likely causing stiffness across the lower back. The best solution to this would be
to avoid sitting in the middle of the stands.
Consider sitting close to the top or the
bottom of the bleachers. This way you can
stand up without blocking someone else’s
view of the game all while avoiding a future
pain in the butt. Try getting out of your seat
at a timeout, halftime, or at the end of a set
to walk around for a few minutes. This may
not fully take away the ache in your back
while you are sitting, but it should help to
reduce it. Sports don’t have to be in season
for us to have your back, at Infield Chiropractic (216) 938-7889.

BETTER

by Ellie Westerburg
Cleveland Clinic Euclid Hospital received
the American Heart Association/American
Stroke Association’s (AHA/ASA) Get With
The Guidelines® Stroke Silver Plus achievement award.
The award recognizes the hospital’s continued success in using the AHA/ASA Get
With The Guidelines®– Stroke program.
The program promotes following established guidelines for stroke care, which has

healthcare
for seniors

proven to improve patient outcomes.
Euclid Hospital is one of several Cleveland
Clinic hospitals to receive the recognition.
“Earning this recognition demonstrates
that our stroke program follows national
guidelines regarding quality and patient
safety, which can significantly improve
outcomes for stroke patients in our community,” said Teresa Dews, MD, president
of Euclid Hospital.

IN CLEVELAND

3 Convenient
Locations:
COLLINWOOD:

15105 St. Clair Ave.

Telehealth, to see or talk to your doctor from home
Medication services available

WEST PARK:

On-site tests and screenings

13719 Lorain Ave.

Target Your Business
Locally
Advertise Here
216.505.0185

Dedicated Senior Medical Center provides high-quality
care personalized for seniors. We coordinate your
care while offering the convenience of services in
one place. Our centers offer:

MAPLE HEIGHTS:
5264 Lee Road

Door-to-doctor transportation

Now Accepting New Patients
For more information or to take a tour call Charles Parnell 216-509-9778
www.Dedicated.care
91024
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Some services are not covered under all plans. Check your plan documents for details and service
availability at each individual center. Due to space and time limitations, some services are not available
at all centers. Limitations, copayments and restrictions may apply.
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ENTERTAINMENT
The Old Guard Movie Review

by Brian Friedman
Charlize Theron anchors this action movie about modern-day immortals. Action scenes
are impeccably choreographed and filmed. Dialogue and acting is decent but a slightly off
sound mix makes some scenes difficult to hear unless you have your remote handy to adjust
the volume. Lots of B-roll filler and significant plot holes tested my patience throughout. The
film feels like it was created to set up a sequel or ongoing series. So, I remain curious where
this is heading. Streaming on Netflix. Grade - B minus.
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Jeffrey Epstein Filthy Rich
Documentary Review

by Brian Friedman
Streaming on Netflix, this four episode documentary follows the investigation and victims
as they recount attempting to seek justice from one of America’s most rich and powerful.
The story is truly upsetting in the volume and length of time it covers. The documentary is
well structured and well shot but there is a lot of establishing shots that make the series take
a little longer to view than it should. Grade - B plus.
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Are You an Aqua Potato?

by Nancy Mihalick
Did your ever wonder if you were an “aqua
potato” ? Sure you are! Your body is 2/3
water! So you’re “full of it!”
But there are other factors that will determine whether or not you are a full fledged
- heavy duty - Aqua Potato!
How about swimming? My late husband
noticed I had fins & scales :) after swimming daily for decades! If you are a swimmer- good for you! But if not, you might
like to take LONG hot showers or baths.
Perhaps you are blessed to be able to enjoy a
whirlpool! Wonderful swirling therapeutic
water to relax you and lessen your aches
and pains. Then again you might have a
boat or access to one and enjoy the peace
and serenity of relaxing in your boat &
maybe even fishing on your nearest lake.
Or you might prefer flying along in your
speedboat or jet skis or water skis! Many
ways to enjoy the water! Perhaps you’ve
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been blessed to have enjoyed a Cruise Ship
vacation! What’s better than to take your
vacation by water going to strange new
beautiful locations ?
We all have the opportunity , one way or
the other to go down to your nearest body
of water and walk along it or just sit in your
car or sit on a bench and just look at the
lake , creek or ocean !
Water is mentioned in the Bible; it has
spiritual applications . The woman at the
well was offered “living water” by Jesus
himself John 4:10 i.e. -the Word of God=
the Bible . Jesus explained how you can live
forever in heaven when you die . Far better than suffering in Hell for all eternity.
Everyone lives FOREVER in either Heaven
or Hell. Hebrews 9:27. It is appointed unto
man, once to die and then the judgment.
No second chances ! Upon death you’re
headed straight to either Heaven or Hell. If
you haven’t TRULY trusted Jesus as LORD
and Saviour, there’s no better time than
right now! Please read the third chapter of
John in the Bible ( right after Luke) to help
you understand how to get to heaven.John
14:6, Jesus saith unto them: I am the way,
the truth , and the life; no one cometh unto
the Father,except by me. (Jesus)
So now, you know for sure , that you are
an aqua potato! Congratulations! Another
feather in our caps in our ongoing potato
series! Couch potato?, potty potato? , auto
potato?, nocturnal potato? and now aqua
potato!
Loving Blessings in Jesus, My Lord &
Savior since 1981, Nancy Mihalick

Recher Slovenian Home
20713 Recher Avenue, Euclid
Hall Rental call 216-531-9309
Kitchen is open on Wednesday and Friday in the “Clubroom”
Regular Menu on Wednesday and Fish Fries are on Friday.
Hours for food 5:00 - 9:00pm

Jim’s Masonry

Liz Healey
Independent Hairstylist
Bombshell Beauty
Dining Room and Patio are Open
Thurs Fri & and Sat 5—10
Reservations Suggested
All You Can Eat Fish Fry on Friday
Prime Rib Special on Saturday
21801 Lakeshore Blvd. (216) 417-3019

Front Steps Missing a Brick?
Chimney Repair
Tuck Pointing

Free Estimates call 216-233-4645

Salon and spa
$5 off Haircuts
$15 OFF Cut/Color (New Guests Only)
Tuesday - Thursday : 4:00pm - 9:00pm
Friday & Saturday : 4:00pm - 10:00pm
21900
Lakeshore BLVD. Euclid, OH
21801 Lakeshore blvd. (216) 417-3019

216-215-1896
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Daugherty
Construction Inc.
Serving Northeast Ohio's Roofing, Siding,
Window and Construction needs since 1978

CARE-A-VAN AND AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY FREE FOOD SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

















Jay Dee Cleaners
Call us today for a Free Estimate!
216-731-9444 / (fax) 216-731-9644
We are a proud member of:

878 E. 222nd Street Euclid OH 44123
216-731-7060

Mon-Fri 7:00am – 6:30pm
Saturday 8:00 – 5:00
We offer pick-up and delivery service.

Send us your E-mail at jaydeecleaners@aol.com for monthly specials like this one.
Or…visit our website at WWW.JAYDEECLEANERS.COM

22460 LAKELAND BLVD. EUCLID OH 44132
DAUGHERTY@DAUGHERTYCONST.COM WWW.DAUGHERTYCONST.COM

Driver’s License Suspended or
Too Many Points on your License?
If your Driver’s License was suspended and you
need to take a remedial driving class to get it
back, or if you have too many points on your
license and are getting close to the 12-Point
limit for suspension, Call us at (216) 621-0059
for more information about how we can help, and
to register for the Adult Remedial Driving Class.
Greater Cleveland Safety Council
5500 South Marginal Road, Cleveland OH 44103
Www.ClevelandSafety.org

Blankets! Comforters! Bedspreads!
Clean out your closets! Bring it All!
Present this offer with your next INCOMING order.

We will take 25% household blankets, comforters and bedspreads!Cannot be
combined with other offers. This offer valid thru Sept 2020

Have you wondered why life is the way it is?

Explore the esoteric sciences
of astrology and numerology combined with metaphysics as they
compliment and support practical everyday life choices.

SPRING AND SUMMER PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT CLASSES
ASTROLOGY , NUMEROLOGY
& METAPHYSICS OF LIFE
AWAKEN TO THE REAL YOU
216 486 7240
Change your beliefs...change your behavior …change your life!
RISHIS INSTITUTE OF METAPHYSICS
21933 Euclid Ave, Euclid, 44117 216 486-7240
www.rishisinstituteofmetaphysics.com

Fresh Cut Landscaping
Leaf
Clean up

* Cutting * Edging * Weeding * Blowing *
* Mulching * Fertilizing * Reseeding *
* Bed Cultivation * Tree and Shrub Care *
* Light Hauling * Top Soil * Sod Lawn *

For Info Call Greg
216.376.8485
Senior Citizen Discounts
Join the Discussion at: www.euclidobserver.com

Snow
Plowing

